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1

This invention relates to an oyster punching
machine.

It is an object of the invention to provide &
machine having a rotary cutter and means de-
signed to position an oyster so the edge of the
shell will lie in the path of movement of the
cutter whereby a portion of the shell will be cut
away to provide an opening in which a knife may
be readily inserted to open the oyster.

A further object of the invention resides in
providing a support and guide means for hold-
ing the oyster in position during the punching
operation.

Another object of the invention resides in pro-
viding a machine which will permit inexperienced
operators to rapidly open oysters without break-
age of knives or injury to the operator.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be apparent during the course of the follow-
ing description.

Tn the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this specification and in which like numerals
are employed to designate like parts throughout
the same.

Fig. 1 is a side elevation view of the machine.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the same, and,

Fig. 3 is a cross section taken on line 3—3
of Fig. 1.

In the drawing wherein for the purpose of il-
lustration a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown the numeral 5§ denotes a table or
other suitable supperting structure for the ma-
chine. A base plate 6 of rectangular outline is
mounted on top of the table being fixedly secured
in place by bolts 1. The base plate is provided
with a central longitudinal opening 8 adapted
to register with an opening 9 in the top of the
table. A hood {0 of semi-cylindrical shape cov-
ers the opening 8 and is affixed to the top of
the hase plate by welding or otherwise. A shaft
i1 extends axially of the hood with its ends pro-
jecting beyond the ends of the hood and jour-
naled in suitable bearings 12 mounted on the
table. A pulley i3 is affixed on one end of the
shaft for connecting the shaft to a suitable prime
mover for rotating the shaft. A cuiter bar 14
extends diametrically through the shaft {1 inter-
mediate the length of the hood, and at each
end is provided with an angular cutting edge 15
adapted to revolve in the slot 16 formed in the
hood. The top of the hood on opposite sides of
the slot 16 is provided with recesses i1 forming
a seat to receive the edge of the oyster shell to
be opened. A pair of upstanding guide bars 18
extend longitudinally of the top of the hood on
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opposite sides of the recesses {7 and are secured
to the hood by fasteners {9.

Tn use, the oyster to be punched is placed be-
tween the guide bars 18 with the edge seated in
the recesses {1. The recesses are of such depth
the edge of the oyster shell is disposed in the
path of movement of the cutting edges 15 of the
cutter bar 14 upon rotation of the shaft (. 1t
will be apparent that the guide bars i8 contact
the sides of the oyster shell serving to brace and
hold the oyster against displacement when the
cutter bar strikes the edge of the shell. The
shaft {1 is rotated at a very high speed causing
the cutter bar to instantly punch the edge of the
oyster shell when inserted in the machine. The
broken pieces of shell drop through the openings
8 and 9 and may be collected in a suitable con-
tainer placed beneath the table. The opening
formed in the edge of the oyster shell is of suf-
ficient size to permit a knife to be readily in-
serted and the oyster opened.

Tt is to be understood the form of the inven-
tion herein shown and described is to be taken
as a preferred example of the same and that
changes in the shape, size and arrangement of
the parts may be made without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1, An oyster punching machine comprising a
rotatable shaft, a hood mounted over said shait,
and a cufter bar extending radially from said
shaft having cutting edges at its ends adapted
to move in a slot formed in said hood, said hood
having recesses on opposite sides of the slot to
receive and position an oyster shell in the path
of movement of the cutter bar.

2. An oyster punching machine comprising a
rotatable shaft, a hood mounted over said shaft,
5 cutter bar extending radially from said shaft

‘having its ends disposed in a slot formed in said

hood, said hood having recesses in the top on op-
posite sides of the slot to receive and position the
edge of an oyster shell in the path of movement
of said cutter bar, and spaced guide bars on the
top of said hood for supporting the sides of the
oyster shell.

3. An oyster punching machine comprising a
rotatable shaft, a hood mounted over said shaft,
s cutter bar extending through and radially from
said shaft with its ends bent at an angle and
sharpened to provide cutting edges, said hood
having a slot in which the cutting edges of said
cutter bar travel, and guide bars extending lon-
gitudinally of the top of said hood in spaced par-
allel relation for supporting an oyster so the edge
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of the shell is in the path of movement of the
cutting edges of said cutter bar.

4. An oyster punching machine comprising g
rotatable shaft, a hood mounted over said shatt,
a cutter bar extending through and radially from
said shaft and having cutting edges at its ends,
said hood having a slot in which the cutting edges
of said cutter bar revolve, the top of the hood on
opposite sides of the slot being provided with
recesses to receive the edge of the oyster shell
and position it in the bath of movement of the
cutting edges, and upstanding guide bars extend-
ing longitudinally of the top of said hood on op-
posite sides of the recesses for supporting the sides
of the oyster shell.

5. An oyster punching ‘machine comprising a
rotatable shaft, a hood mounted over said shaft
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having g slot to receive the edge of an oyster,
and a cutter bar extending radially from said
shaft and having cutting edges at its ends mov-
able in said slot.
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