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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that we, THOMAS I, MaSoON and
GEORGE W. SHEARER, citizens of the United
States, residing at Lamb, in the county of Har-
din and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fire-

Escape Ladders; and we do hereby declare the.

following tobe a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in

‘fire-escapes, and hasmore particular relation

to flexible escape-ladders.

The invention consists of certain novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts, all of which will be hereinafter more
particularly set forth and claimed. _

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a front elevation of a portion of a house with

our improved fire-escape applied in position. .

Fig. 2 represents a side elevation of the inner
side of a window-casing with our improved
supporting - bar- applied thereto, and Fig. 3
represents an enlarged detail side elevation of
one of the links of the latter provided with a
laterally-projecting arm.

A in the drawings represents the window-
casing, B the horizontal suspending-bar at-
tached to the same,and Courimproved flexi-
bleladder. The said bar B is attached to the
inside of a window-casing A by means of
brackets b, and is adapted to receive and sup-
port the upper end of the flexible ladder C.
The said ladder C comprises two small link
portions ¢, adapted to passover the window-
sill from the inside of the window-casing,
plain vertical links ¢, connecting -link ¢?,
having laterally - projecting arms and con-
necting links or rounds ¢®. The links ¢ may
be any desired shape and construction and
are intended principally to form a flexible
support for passing over the window-sill, so
that the ladder may be thrown out of the win-
dow and hang perpendicularly down the wall
to the ground. The links ¢’ are each com-
pressed at their middles, as at ¢4, soas to form
an open eye ¢’ at each end. The linksc?, one
of which is interposed between the links ¢/,
are similarto said links ¢/, with the exception

that each is provided at its lowerloop with a
laterally-projectingarm ¢’ Theoffice of said
arms ¢ is to hold the ladder at a suitable dis-
tance from the wall, so that a person descend-
ing from a burning building may pass down
the inside of the ladder between it and the
wall and thus be prevented from falling from
the ladder. The rounds c® each comprises a
bar provided at each end with an eye orloop

adapted to hook within the links of the ladder

proper at suitable predetermined intervals
according to the length of step desired.

- 'When the.ladder is not in use, it is prefer-
ably concealed in a suitable casing applied
about the supporting-rod B.

It will be observed from the foregoing de-
scription that when the escape is to be used
the free end of the ladder has simply to be
thrown from the window and the person may
then readily pass down upon the rounds of
the ladder between it and the wall of the
house, the laterally-projecting arms ¢f hold-
ing said ladder a sufficient distance from the
wall to permit of the person passing down
from the inside. «It will also be observed
that the said laterally-projecting arms are so
attached to the links ¢®that the weight of the
ladder holds them normally at right angles to
the same in proper position for squarely en-
gaging the wall.

same time is completely concealed from view
in any suitable ornamental casing about the
supporting-bar when not in nse.

‘We preferably construct the several links
of our improved ladder of wrought-iron, com-
pleted in such manner as to be rust-proof.

Having thus described our invention, what

“we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is— :

1. A fire-eseape ladder comprising a plu-
rality of plain side links, each formed of a
single piece of metal bent upon itself to form
a double shank with loops at each end, con-
necting-links between the plain links and
each constructed of a single piece of metal
bent to form a double shank with a loop at
each end, and a laterally-extending arm at
one end, and rungs connecting the links of
the ladder, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a fire-escape, the combination with a

Our improved ladderis al--
“ways ready for instant application and at the
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horizontally-mounted bar adapted to be at-
tached to the inside of a window-casing, of a
flexible ladder connected to said bar and com-
prising flexible small link chains, and a lad-
der proper connected to the same and con-
sisting of a plurality of plain links, each
formed of a single piece of .metal bent upon
itself to form a double shank, with a loop at
each end, connecting-links between the plain
links, and each comprising a single piece of
metal bent uponitself toform adouble shank

with loops at each end, and a laterally-pro-
jecting arm, and rungs connecting the links
of the latter, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

THOMAS ‘I*. MASON.
GEO. W. SHEARER.
Witnesses:
J. . TYER,
W. G. GREGORY.
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