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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY A. LARson, a 

subject of the King of Sweden, residing at 
the city of Jamestown, in the county of 
Chautauqua and State of New York, al 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Folding Lunch-Boxes, of which the 
following, taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, is a specification. 
The invention relates to folding or col 

lapsible lunch or bond boxes; and the ob 
ject of the improvement is to provide a 
simple and strong construction of a box 
having hinged joints between the parts 
which permit of its being folded tightly to 
gether in convenient form for carrying in 
the pocket and which may be quickly and 
firmly set up by simply unfolding the parts 
and springing the ends into place; A. the 
invention consists in the combination and 
arrangements of the parts as shown in this 
specification and the accompanying draw 
ings and pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of the lunch box in the set up position, 
the sliding movement of the top being shown 
in dottedlines. Fig. 2 is a perspective view 
of the folded lunch box. Fig. 3 is a sectional 
view of the folded lunch box at line W W 
in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the lunch 
box in the set up position without the cover, 
showing the interior of the box and the 
manner in which the box ends engage the 
sides, also showing the position of the box 

Fig. 5 is a crosswise 
sectional view of the set up box at line XX 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the 
set up joint at line Y Y in Fig. 1 and also 
illustrates the joint at line ZZ in Fig. 1 
between the end plates and the side plate or 
bottom plate. Fig. 7 is a plan view of the 
inner side of the hinged parts of the box 
in the spread out position, showing the 
springs for holding the box ends. 

Like numerals of reference refer to corre 
sponding parts in the several views. 
The numeral 10 designates one of the side 

plates of the box, and the numeral 11 the 
other. The side plates 10 and 11 are hinged 
along one edge to the bottom plate 12. 
The end plates 13 and 14 are hinged to 

the opposite ends of the side plate 11. The 
ends 15 of the side plate 10 and bottom plate 
12 are turned and wired a spaced distance 
from the corner of the box so as to receive 

the wired edge of the end plate 13 or 14 
there within, as shown in Figs. 4 and 6 
thereby firmly attaching the ends 13 and 14 
to the bottom plate 12 and side plate 10. 

In order to hold the end plates 13 and 
1- firmly in the attached position leaf 
springs 16 are attached to the side 10 one to 
each end about midway of the height of 
the same with the end of each spring at a 
spaced distance 17 from the turned end 15 
of the side 10. The spring 16 is bent in 
Wardly from the point of attachment so 
that the end plates 13 and 14 may be sprung 
past the same into the space 17 thereby 
firmly holding the ends 13 and 14 against 
the turned ends or beads 15 and within the 
same, yet permitting of the release of the 
same by simply pressing the springs 16 flat 
upon the inner side of the plate 10. One 
E; to each end is sufficient for holding 
the end plates 13 and 14 for lunch boxes 
and similar constructions where it is not 
necessary to hold the ends with absolute 
firmness throughout their entire parts. For 
bond boxes it is preferable to place at least 
two springs 16 at each end, as shown in 
Fig. 5, thereby holding both the upper and 
lower corners of the end plate so that they 
cannot be sprung inward. 
The hinged joints 18 between the bottom 

12 and sides 10 and 11 permit of said side 
and bottom plates being turned in either 
direction in folding the same, while the 
hinged joints 19 between the end parts 13 
and 14 and side plate 11 only permit of the 
inward turning of said end plates, and the 
length of said end plate 13 and 14 is so ap 
portioned to the length of the box so that 
they lie flat upon the side plate 11, as shown 
in dotted line in Fig. 4. 
The top 20 is made in a separate plate 

having downwardly inturned edges 21 which 
engage the beaded or wire edges 22 of the 
sides 10 and 11. The ends 23 of the wire 
across the ends of the top 20 extend in a 
return bend a short distance across the end 
of the box so that the ends 23 act as stops 
to prevent the top 20 from sliding off from 
the box except in one direction. A handle 
24 is provided on the top 20. 

In folding the box the ends 13 and 14 
fold flat against the side 11. The side 10 
is then folded against the underside of the 
bottom plate 12 and the side plate 11 with 
the ends 18 and 14 folded against the same is 
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then folded flat against the inner side of the 
side plate 10. T hinged ends 19 folding 
within the turned ends 15 of said plate 10 and pressing the springs 16 flat against said 
side plate 10. The cover is then slipped over 
the edges formed by the hinges 18 at each 
side of the bottom plate 12, the turned down 
edges 21 forming a tight joint therewith and 
holding all the parts firmly together, 

It is obvious that all that is necessary 
to set up the box is to slip of the cover 20, 
turn the sides 10 and 11 to the opposite side 
of the bottom plate 12 and spring the ends 
13 and 14 into conjunction with the turned 
ends 15 so that they are automatically en 
gaged by the ends of the springs 16 within 
the spaces 17. The cover 20 is then slipped 
onto the beaded or wired up edges of the 
sides 10 and 11. 

I claim as new 
& folding box comprising bottom and side 

plates hinged to each other, one side plate 
being of less length than the other side plate 
and bottom plate, end plates hinged to the 
ends of the shorter side plate and having 
their free ends formed with beads, beads 
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formed upon the ends of the other side plate, 
leaf springs fixed to the longer side plate 
and having their free ends spiced from the 
beads of the longer plate, the beads of the 
end plates and heads of the longer side plate 
being adapted to interlock when the free 
ends thereof bear against the inner side of 
the longer plate and at which time the free 
ends f said springs engage the end plates 
to hold the interlocked beads against acci 
dental disengagement, the beads of the 
longer side plate being extended beyond the 
ends of the shorter plate when said plates 
are folded against the bottom, a top having 
inturned edges for slidably engaging be 
neath the beads of the longer plate, and in 
wardly directed wire stops carried by the 
cover for engaging said beads to linnit the 
sliding movement of said cover in one di 
rection. 
In testinony whereof I have affixed my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY A. LARSON. 

Witnesses: 
H. A. SANDBERG, 
FRANR. G. CURTIs, 

Cepies of this patent aray be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Patents, 
Washingtoa, D, 0." 

40 


