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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A welt boot or shoe having a combined upper and sole 

lining connected with the shoe upper by lines of stitching 
extending only across the base of the tongue above the 
instep and about the ankle opening of the lining. 

The present invention relates to welt boots, being here 
in disclosed in a preferred form as embodied in a heavy 
duty boot of the general type having an insole which is 
connected by an inseam stitching operation to the welt 
and upper mounted on a last. The invention, while par 
ticularly illustrated as applied to a welt boot is not limited 
to this particular construction, but is applicable also to 
other shoe constructions in which a shoe upper is securely 
fastened to the shoe sole, as by stitching about the sole margin. 

In the manufacture of shoes of the general type re 
ferred to as for example, in welt boots, the lining is 
combined with the upper in a preliminary stitching op 
eration and is subsequently fastened into the inseam pass 
ing around the sole edge of the shoe in an inseam sew 
ing operation during which the assembled parts of the 
upper, including the lining, are drawn down over the 
ribbed edge of the insole while mounted on a last, the 
welt is added and all of these parts are fastened together 
by a line of stitching which passes through the sewing rib 
of the insole. The lining in this way is normally secured 
firmly to the bottom edge of the upper around the sole 
edge of the shoe. 

in welt boots in which the parts of the upper and welt 
are attached to the insole sewing rib in the manned de 
scribed, will be appreciated that the quality and ef 
fectiveness of the insole are of the greatest importance 
in determining the quality, performance, and life of the 
shoes. The insole, for example, must be sufficiently sturdy 
to hold its shape, to provide a firm anchor for the parts 
of the upper, the welt and indirectly the outsole attached 
thereto, and to withstand the wear and molding pressures 
of the wearer's foot which is supported directly upon the 
insole protected normally by a thin insert. 

It is a principal object of the invention to provide a 
welt boot of novel and improved construction including 
a novel construction and manner of fastening into the 
boot a foot enveloping liner to produce a boot of a 
lighter more flexible construction than are comparable 
shoes known in the art, and which will provide a greater 
degree of comfort for the wearer without sacrifice of 
essential wearing qualities. - 
More specifically it is an object of the invention to 

provide a novel and improved shoe construction of the 
general type having upper and sole elements stitched to 
gether around the margin of the shoe in which the shoe 
lining is constructed and arranged to be positioned and 
fastened into the shoe independently of the inseam, so 
that the shoe lining and particularly the toe and instep 
enveloping portion thereof will conform readily to, and 
will provide a firm support for, the foot of the wearer. 

In accordance with the invention, there is provided a 
novel combined upper and sole lining which is in effect 
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a slipper shaped liner enveloping the foot including the 
toe and instep and attached to the shoe upper by stitch 
ing extending across the base of the tongue above the in 
step and around the ankle opening of said liner so that 
the liner including the entire toe and instep portions 
thereof are suspended in floating relation to the stitching 
fastening together the upper and sole. 
As compared with a moccasin type construction in 

which the lining will normally be open across the toe and 
is attached along its upper edge to the line of stitching 
connecting the toe cap to the adjacent portions of the 
upper about the toe, the toe and instep enveloping por 
tions of the slipper shaped shoe lining here shown, held 
only by the stitching across the base of the tongue, are 
completely free to adjust themselves to the toe portion 
of the wearer's foot. 
With the above and other objects in view as may herein 

after appear, the several features of the invention will be 
readily appreciated by one skilled in the art from the fol 
lowing description taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawing in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a welt boot embody 
ing therein the several features of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a full lining provided 
in accordance with the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the toe portion of said 
lining taken on a line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the upper, lining, and 
insole assembled on a last, portions of the overlying upper 
and the toe portion of the insole having been broken 
away to illustrate underlying parts; - 
FIG. 5 is a view in side elevation of the lining and 

upper, insole and heel counter assembled upon the last 
preparatory to the inseam sewing operation, portions 
having been broken away and sectioned; 

FIG. 6 is a detail sectional view taken on a line 6-6 
of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a detail sectional view illustrating the manner 

in which the ribbed insole, upper and welt are attached 
by the inseam sewing operation while the lining is left 
floating with relation thereto; and 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a shoe similar to that 
shown in previous figures but with a half lining having 
the upper edge thereof attached to the upper along the 
side seam of the shoe. 
The invention is disclosed as embodied in a welt boot 

having a full combined upper and sole lining comprising 
a slipper shaped liner which envelops the entire foot in 
cluding the toe and instep and which is stitched to the 
upper across the base of the tongue and about ankle open 
ing only prior to assembly of the upper and lining upon last. 
The lining 20 illustrated in FIG. 2 comprises a single 
blank of soft leather or other suitable material so shaped 
that, when folded over and stitched along the meeting 
edges as indicated, it will fit snugly over the shoe last in 
side the upper 22 and insole 24 assembled therewith (see 
F.G. 5). The pointed toe sections of the lining blank 
are secured to the bottom portion by a line of stitching 
26 about the toe, and are then connected together by a 
line of stitching 28 up the middle of the toe and instep. 
The heel is similarly closed by a line of stitching 30 about 
the heel and a vertical line of stitching 32 fastening to 
gether the two sides of the blank. 
The lining 20 molded and sitched to shape as shown in 

FIG. 2 is now assembled with and stitched to the upper 
at the top portion of the shoe upper 22 around the ankle 
opening along line 34, down both sides of the lacing slot 
along lines 36 and 38, and across the base of the tongue 
40 along line 42. The lining is further adhered to the 
upper by pasting in the normal manner. 
The shoe is now assembled on the last 44 as shown 
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in FIG. 5. The lining 20 and attached upper are first 
pulled into place, an insole 24 is pasted to the bottom 
surface of the lining 20, and a counter 48 indicated in 
dotted lines in FIG. 5 is inserted between the lining 20 
and heel portion of the upper 22. This is the stage to 
which the assembly has been brought in the illustration 
of FIG. 5. 
The several operations required for finishing the shoe 

making operation are those normally employed. Portions 
of the upper are pulled in and stapled to the insole follow 
ing which the assembled upper 22, insole 24, and a welt 
49 are stitched together by means of an insole Stitching 
operation. Other operations will include an inseam trim 
ming operation, the filling in of the between Sole area, 
the addition of an outsole which may be sewn or cemented 
to the shoe, and the performance of various edge trim 
ming, buffing and polishing operations which do not 
form any part of the invention and are therefore not here 
specifically described or illustrated. 
A distinguishing feature of my improved construction 

consists in the provision of the boot lining above de 
scribed which entirely envelops the foot, including the 
toe and instep, and which is so attached to the shoe as 
to cause the lining and especially the toe and instep por 
tion thereof to adjust itself more accurately and more 
comfortably to the foot of the wearer. To this end my 
improved lining is fittted into the boot as a separate foot 
covering or liner which is attached to the upper by 
stitching only across the base of the tongue and about 
the ankle opening of the liner so that the lining is sup 
ported in a hanging or floating relation within the shoe 
and is thus freely adjustable to the foot of the wearer. 
Even though the liner is pasted to both upper and insole 
the absence of any connection with the inseam will enable 
the liner and more particularly the toe and instep por 
tions to adjust freely to the sensitive toe portions of the 
foot within the marginal areas of the insole, so that there 
is less tendency for the sole and adjacent upper portions 
of the shoe to be warped out of shape during continued 
use. Moreover the inseam with the construction shown 
is less bulky and has less tendency to reduce the flexi 
bility of the sole of the completed shoe. With the shoe 
construction shown it has been found possible to employ 
a much lighter and more flexible insole than would normal 
ly be required with the result that a lighter and more 
flexible boot is produced without sacrifice of other de 
sirable qualities. The separately formed insole, which is 
not connected by Stitching to the upper or Sole portions 
of the shoe, further provides a barrier to the entry of 
moisture into the boot which is so made virtually leak 
proof. 

FIG. 8 of the drawing illustrates a modification in which 
a floating combined upper and sole half lining is provided 
in the form of a slipper shaped liner 50 of which the 
upper portion is a half lining for the upper portion of a 
welt boot. The liner 56 is otherwise similar to the float 
ing combined lining 20 above described and is built into 
the boot in a similar manner. The toe and heel portions 
of the blank from which the liner 50 is made are stitched 
together forming the transverse seam 54 and the middle 
seam 56 at the toe and the transverse seam 58 and 
vertical seam 60 at the heel. The liner 50, sewn to 
gether in this manner is then assembled with the vamp 
62 and top portions 64 of upper, the relatively low side 
and heel portions of the liner 50 being fastened into the 
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side Seam 65 by the usual side seam Stitching and across 
the base of the tongue 68 by a line of stitching 66. The 
half lining liner 50 is pasted to the upper, and is also 
pasted to the insole as part of the shoe assembly opera 
tion. 
The invention having been described what is claimed is: 
1. In a welt boot or shoe having an upper including 

a lacing slot and tongue, insole, and welt, and a line of 
inseam stitching connecting the insole, upper and Welt, 
the combination of a combined upper and sole lining com 
prising a slipper shaped liner enveloping the foot includ 
ing the toe and instep and having an ankle opening, and 
lines of stitching connecting said slipper shaped liner with 
the shoe upper only across the base of the tongue above 
the instep remote from the toe, and about said ankle 
opening of said slipper shaped liner adjacent its edge, 
thereby Supporting said combined lining, including the 
entire toe and instep enveloping portion thereof, in float 
ing relation to said inseam Stitching and to the sole and 
upper other than at said lines of stitching. 

2. A boot in accordance with claim 1 in which said 
liner has the sole upper lining portion thereof shaped as 
a half lining and said lines of stitching about the ankle 
opening extend along a side seam connecting the upper 
and vamp about the sides and heel of the shoe. 

3. A boot in accordance with claim 1 in which said 
liner has the shoe upper lining portion thereof shaped as 
a full lining and said lines of stitching about the ankle 
opening extend along the sides of the lacing slot to the 
ankle opening of the upper, and around the ankle open 
ing of the upper. 

4. The combination of claim 1 in which said slipper 
shaped liner comprises a blank formed of soft leather 
having toe and heel edge sections joined together by 
stitching to form closed toe and instep and heel sections 
of the blank, and in which said lines of stitching about 
the ankle opening of the liner include stitching along the 
top edges of the shoe upper about the sides and heel, 
and across the end of the lacing slot. 

5. In a boot having an upper including a lacing slot 
and tongue, insole, and welt, and a line of inseam stitch 
ing connecting the insole, upper and welt, the combination 
of a combined upper and sole lining comprising a slipper 
shaped liner having the shoe upper lining portion thereof 
shaped as a half lining and enveloping the foot including 
the toe and instep and having an ankle opening, and lines 
of stitching connecting said slipper shaped liner with the 
shoe upper only across the base of the tongue and along 
the edge of said ankle opening of said slipper shaped 
liner, and including a side seam connecting the upper and 
vamp about the sides and heel of the boot, thereby sup 
porting said combined lining including the entire toe and 
instep enveloping portion thereof in floating relation to 
said inseam stitching. 
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