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(57) Abstract: The invention is direction to an alignment apparatus (10) comprising a central sheath (30), an alignment sheath (60),
and at least one stent (40). The central sheath and the alignment sheath each have a wall and a distal end where the wall (62) of the
alignment sheath is engaged to the wall (32) of the central sheath. The wall of the central sheath defines a central lumen (36) that has
a central guide wire (34) extending therethrough and the wall of the alignment sheath defines an alignment lumen (66) that has an
alignment guide wire (64) extending therethrough. The distal end of the alignment sheath is positioned proximally to the distal end
of the central sheath. The alignment apparatus has at least one stent disposed about one of the alignment guide wire or the central
guide wire. The at least one stent has a pre-delivered - state so that when the at least one stent is in the pre-delivered state, it is
contained within at least one of the central sheath and the alignment sheath.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

This International Searching Authority found muitiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows: ,

1. claims: 1-10

claims 1 - 10 essentially define an alignment apparatus
having a central sheath defining a central lumen with a
central guide wire running through,an alignment sheath
defining an alignment lumen with an alignment guide wire
running through, the walls of the tow sheaths engaged to
each other and the distal end of the alignment sheath being
proximal to the distal end of the central sheath, a stent
disposed about either the alignment guide wire or the
central guide wire and contained in either the central or
alignment sheath. .

2. claims: 11-17

claims 11 - 17 essentially define: an alignment apparatus
having a central sheath defining a central lumen with a
central guide wire running through, an alignment sheath
defining an alignment -lumen with an alignment guide wire
running through, the walls of the tow sheaths engaged to °
each other and the distal end of the alignment sheath being
proximal to the distal end of the central sheath, a stent -
with a first portion disposed about at least a portion of
the alignment sheath and a second portion disposed about at
least a portion of the second sheath. ,

3. claims: 18-20

claims 18 — 20 essentially define a stent comprising a _
cylindrical tubular body defining a primary lumen, at least
one opening with a proximal end, s1it region and distal end’
in the wall of the body, the proximal opening is the

proximal end of the cylindrical body.

4. claim: 21

claim 21 essentially defines a dual stent comprising first
-and second stents each having a proximal and distal end
region, the first stent has a longitudinal axis, the second
stent has its distal end region at an oblique angle to the
longitudinal axis of the first stent, the proximal end
regions of each stent have an edge and the edges are
complementary to one another. '
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