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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN FRANCIS RANKEN AND ELLEN DAY RANKEN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

SANITARY REFUSE-BAG. 

1,052,379. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, Jo HN F. RANKEN 

and ELLEN DAY RAN KEN. citizens of the 
United States, and residents of the city of 
New York. borough of IBrooklyn, in the 
county of Kings and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Sanitary 
IRefuse-IBag, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 
The olbject of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved sanitary refuse bag and 
holder for the same. more especially de 
signed for receiving refuse in households, 
hospitals and other establishments, and al 
l'anged to provide a convenient and chea) 
means for receiving and bagging the refuse 
for ready transportation to a place of dis 
posal. 

For the purpose mentioned, use is made 
of a bag provided at its mouth with an out 
wardly-extending annular foll, adapteel to 
engage a supporting ring for suspending 
the bag and for holding the mouth thereof 
open for the reception of the refuse, the fold 
being capable of being extended or drawn 
out to form a closing means for the bag. 
after the same is filled. 
A practical elnibodiment (if the invention 

is represented in the accompanying draw 
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· na tely the top thereof. 
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ings forming a part of this specification, in 
which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the sani 
tary refuse bag and holder for the salme, 
part being broken out: Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
cross section of the sale: Fig. 3 is a per 
spective view of a modified form of the slip 
port for the bag, parts being broken ott: 
and Fig. 4 is a reduced perspective view of 
the filled and closed bag: 
The bo: v \ f the bag is provided at its 

in oth or per ent with an exterior clouble 
foi I3, lha vinge un iner annular member l3 
and an outer annar menber B*, of whic! 
the inner member 13 firms an integral con 
tination of the bagi loodl v \, and is fellel 
out wardly and downwarclly, to extend on the 
otsile of the bag i l})dy .\, nel the (ou ter 
enler 3° of the foll 3 for is an integral 

contiitiation of the lower end of the inner 
menlber l3 and extells o warly on the 
outside of the said inner ineller to approxi 

.\ string or' ('()' ( ) 
is at ta cºined to the per end of the lag body 
\ , with the els at the otsile tere), f)' 
elo, ing the linouth of the bag af er the sanne 
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has been filled and as hereinafter more fully explained. A ring D for supporting the 
bag engages the bag body A exteriorly at 
the upper end thereof, directly under the 
upper end of the bag body A, as plainly in 
hangs over the ring D. The ring D is pref 
erably made of a piece of strong wire, bent 
to form a ring, and a downwardly-extend 
ing twisted shank D. which extends between 
the inner member 13 of the fold B and the 
outside of the bag body A, the shank D’ ter 
minating at its lower end in a hook D, ex 
tending upwardly outside of the fold I3, to 
permit of conveniently engaging the hook 
D with a socket, nail or other suitable sup 
port. 

Located a distance above the floor, so as 

A at the same time, the ring holds the mouth 
of the bag body open, to permit of conven 
iently placing the refuse into the bag body. 
When the bag body A has been filled with 
the refuse, the fold 3 is drawn upward by 
the operator into extended position, so as 
to permit of conveniently disengaging the 
bag from the ring D and allowing closing 
extended fold members IB, IB", as plainly in 
(licated in Fig. 4, after which the gathered 
members are drawn together and tied with 
the string (, to securely close the bag to 
prevent siling of the contents. The filled 
and closed bag can now be readily carted 
away to a suitable place of disposal. 

Instead of providing the hook D for 
suspending the ring D and the bag, use is 

their upper en els with a ring D, engaging 
the loag at "the lipper endl tliereof under the 
fold l3, as previously explained, the lower 
tached to a ring E. preferably somewhat 
larger than the bag supporting ring D. 
By the arrangement described, a support 

ing frane is provieled which can be readlily 
set to on a ?loor, to holl the bag loody A 
suspended therein, with the bottom of the 
bag either resting on the floor or in a pan 

!'etaining means F. preferably in the form 
of spring tongues or the like, for connect 
ing the ban F with the lower end of the 
frame. It is understood that in this case 

junction of the fold member 3 with the 
dicated in the drawings, so that the fold B. 

of the mouth of the bag by gathering the 

inade of supporting rods E, connected at . 

ends of the supporting rods E being at 

F, into which the lower end of the support 
ing fra me nav be set, the Said pan having 
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the sanitary refuse bag and the holder for 
the same are more particularly designed for 
holding heavier refuse, so that the bottom 
of the bag needs a support, 
In practice, the bag A is preferably made 

of strong paper, and in case wet or moist 
refuse is to be disposed of then the bag is 
preferably made of waterproof paper or a 
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like material. 
The particular arrangement of the folds 

at the top of the bag, that is, with the upper 
edge of the outer fold member unconnected 
to the inner fold member, forms a finger 
pocket, by means of which the outer fold 
may be grasped for the convenient drawing 
of the folded members upward without con 
? of the fingers with the inside of the 
8g, - 

Having thus described our invention, we 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 
A sanitary refuse bag, comprising a bag 

having an annular fold at its mouth, the 
fold being formed of an inner and outer 

member, of which the inner member forms 
an integral continuation of the bag body 
and is folded outwardly and downwardly 
to extend on the outside of the bag body, 
and the outer member of the fold forms an 
integral continuation of the lower end of 
the inner fold member and extends up 
wardly on the outside of the inner member 
and with the upper edge of the said outer 
member unconnected to the inner fold mem 
ber to form a finger pocket by means of 
which the outer fold may be grasped for 
the convenient drawing of the folded mem 
bers upward without contact of the fingers' 
with the inside of the bag. 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN FRANCIS RANKEN. 
ELLEN DAY RANKEN. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE S. HoRTON, 
A. J. FAUSTMANN 
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