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UNITED STATES

1,671,459
PATENT OFFICE

ANDREW M. ALEXANDER, OF CLAY, KENTUCKY

‘BURIAL CASKET.

Application filed May 18, 1926. Serial No. 109,994,

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in burial caskets and it is an object
of the invention to provide a device of this
general character which, when the lid is
apphed, is hermetically sealed to prevent
ingress of air and moisture therein whereby
the cor pse will be preserved.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a casket of this kind which is particu-
larly adapted for use in the laying out of
bodies of persons dying of contagious dis-

eases and particularly to permit such ship-
ment in full compliance with the health laws
of the various States.

An additional object of the 1nvent10n is
to provide a device of this general character
with means whereby its lowermv within' the
grave is materially facilitated and also
wherein the same is provided with cushion-
ing means to.absorb shock incident to the
handhncr of the-casket. .

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the. several parts of my im-
ploved burial casket whereby -certain im-
portant advantages are attained and the

device rendered simpler, less expensive and:
otherwise more convenient and advantageous .

for use, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth.

The novel features of my invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention 'may be the
better understood, I will. now proceed to
describe the same with. reference to the dc-
companying drawings, wherein:—

TFigure 1 is a view in side elevation of a
casket constructed in accordance _with an
embodiment of my invention; -

Figure 2 is a view-in top plan of the struc-
ture as illustrated in Figure 1; :

Figure 8 is a- transverse sectional view
taken substantially on the line 3——3 of
Figure .1;

Flgure 4 is a fragmentary sectlonal view
taken "substantially on the line 4—4 of
Figure 1;

Tmure 51is a Iongltudlnal sectional view
taken substantially on- the line 5—5 of
Figure 2;

FlO ure 6 is a view in top plan of the casket
as herein disclosed with the lid removed;

Figure 7 is a view in bottom plan of the
lid unapplied;

Figure 8 is a fragmentary view in per-

spective ‘of a mawmal portlon of the Lid
Iookmg from below

- As disclosed in the a,ccompanylng draw-
ings, B denotes the body of my improved
casket having its walls formed of glass and
having its bottom ‘or base portlon substan-

tially “defined by a flange 1 also of glass.

The side portions of the flange ad]acent the
opposite ends of the body B are provided
with the notches 2 to receive the conventional
straps for. lowering the casket within a
grave, - These notches serve to prevent Sllp—
page of the straps in a direction lengthwise

-of the casket and also permit a 1eady release

of said straps after the casket has boen prop-
erly lowered within the grave.
Detachably engaged with the 10W91 mar-

ginal -portion of the flange 1 is a shock.

absorblncr medium 8 preferably of an in-
flatable type This shock absorbing medium
3 is provided -to_compensate for the shocks
and Jars to - which the casket and the corpse
therein may be subjected in handling. = This
shock absorbing medium. 3, just before the
casket is lowered into the grave or. deposited
in any other suitable permanent resting
place, is removed.

‘The upper marginal portion of the wall of
the body B has extending. entirely there-
around a metallic band 4 extending a de-
sired distance above the upper edge “of said
wall. This band 4 is applied after the body
B has been molded or otherwise formed and
is held against displacement by the inwardly
directed and substantially. semi-spher 1ca1
bosses 5 pressed out or otherwise formed and
which penetrate the wall of the body B.
Suitably attached at desired points to the

‘band 4 are the handles 6 of desired type or

design. “In addition to providing .a mount-.
ing For the handles 6, the band 4 also serves
to reinforce or strenuthen the upper portlon
of the body B. ‘

The flange 1 also has dlsposed therearound
a reinforeing band 7 applied to and main-
tained in desired position in the same man-
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ner as hereinbefore set forth with' respect

to the band 4.

The upper or free edge of the body B at
a point substantially at the transverse center
thereof is provided with a continuous groove
or channel 8 dovetail in cross section with
the vertical or side walls thereof provided
therealong with the crossed grooves 9 while
said upper or free edge of the wall of the
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body B outwardly of said groove 8 is also
provided with the cressed grooves 1.
Embedded within ‘the upper edge face of
the wall of the body B at predetermined
points therealong are the internally threaded
sleeves 11 in“which are adapted to be engaged
the bolts or screws 12 for maintainming -the
lid L in applied position. = The lid L is also
formed of glass and of ssuch -configuration
and dimensions as to properly fit upon the
body B. ‘The marginal:portion-ef ‘the Tid
constitutes an outstanding flange 14 through
which the ‘bolts ‘or screws 12 ‘hereinibefore
referred to:are disposed. 'Thefreeedgeface
of ‘the 1id ‘L ‘isiprovided ‘with :a -cortinuous
groove 15 which, when the 1id is in applied

© position, registers with the groove 8 of the

o
Lt

tbody B. 'This groove 15 is also préferably
dovetail in cross section and has dispesed
along its side walls the crossed grooves 16.
The edge face of the lid L outwardly ofithe
groove 15 is alse provided “therealong with
the crossed grooves:17. G : '
“The marginal-portion of the lid L. at de-

5 sired points ‘thereon ‘s initially sprovided

with the filling epenings 18 :communicating
-with the groove 15. ‘After ‘the lid L is ap-

. -plied a suitable sealing medium of anormal-

30

40

k3¢

hal}
L1

5 o-serves .as a -means ‘to
-such sealing material.

Jy hard material -and ‘initially -of ia plastic
state is poured inte ‘the registering grooves
‘8- and 15 through-the filling’ openings 18 re-
sulting in a hermetic seal ‘between the 1id 'L
and. bedy B whereby air -and meisture is
prevented from -entering ‘within ‘the closed
casket. "Dhe seal ibetween the applied 1id L
.and the body B is further increased by the
sealing material entering within and filling
up the crossed-grooves 9 and 10 of the body
B and the crossed greoves 16 and 17 -of ‘the
lid L. ‘ -
The-edgeface of the lid L. inwardly of the
groove 15 1s:smooth and unebstrudted and 'is
Tnwardly stepped with -respect to the -outer
marginal edge face ‘and the-edge face-of the

5 ‘body B -inwardly -of +the -groove 8 is-also

smooth -and unobstructed. Between -gaid
smooth portions of the edge faces-of the ap-
plied lid L ‘and 'body B is-applied a gasket

19 preferably of rubber which in addition te:

providing a ‘further ‘seal also gerves ag a

‘shock absorber when -the 1id ‘L -is applied

and ‘to prevent an -overflow of ‘the sealing
material when being applied.” The upward-
ly ‘projecting pertion.of “the band 4 also
prevent -overflow of

The lid 1. at-opposite sides and adjacent

1,671,459

the ends thereof has operatively engaged
therewith the -handles .20, said -handles as
herein disclosed being:directly engaged with
outstanding blocks or knobs 21 molded with

-the 1id L.

From the fofegding description it is
‘thought to be obvious that a burial casket
constructed in accordance with my invention

is particulanly swell adapted for use by reason.

of the convenience and facility with which
it may be assenibled and-operated, and it will

wlso be obvious ithat my invention is suseep-.

tible-of some change 'and 'modification :with-
out-departing fromithe ;principles-and spirit
thereof and for:this reason T:to not widhte
be understood: as limiting myself:to the pre-
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cise arrangement and formation of the sev- |

eral parts hervein shown.in-carrying: out my
invention in spractice except as hereinafter
claimed. '
I claym - - ’
1. In a casket, a body hawing ‘a :groove
extending areund -its upper edge “face, ‘the
side walls of the groove -having supplemental

grooves formed therein, a lid, the edge:face

of ‘the -1id ‘being also provided therearound
with a ‘groove wegistering with ‘the  main
groove:in the'body whenithe lid is in-applied
position, said lid ‘being prowided with

filling epening in-ecommunication ‘with ‘the-

groove therein, an externalreinforcing band
disposed -areund the upper portion of ithe
‘body -and -extending above the edge face of
the body. : '

‘2. In a-casket, a'body having :a groove-ex-

tending: areund-its upper-edgesface, the gide

wwalls of ithe groove thaving supplemental -

erooves formed therein, a lid, the edge ‘face
of ‘the }d being ‘also:provided therearound

with ‘a groove registering with the 'main:

.groove in the'body when thehd is in applied
position, said:lid being ‘provided with a-fill-
ang -opening tin communieation 'with ‘the
groove therein;.an external weinforcing band

-clisposed -areund :the -upper portien-of ‘the -

body and-extending above: the edge face of
thebody, and handles dattached. to theband.
3. In a -casket, a4 bedy ‘having 'its lower

portion substantially defined by a continuous

depending flange,:a Hd forthe body,a shock
absorbing miedium sengaged -with the lower

- portion of the flange, andl a reinforcing:band

disposed around theflange.
In testimony whereof I hereunte affix my
signature. B . ' ‘

ANDREW M. ALEXANDER.
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