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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus are disclosed for identifying a 
winner in a bingo game. PlayerS may obtain bingo cards 
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from point-of-sale (POS) terminals that physically prints 
bingo cards for players in an embodiment where the player 
appears in person to purchase tickets, or from point-of-Sale 
(POS) terminals that permit players to play bingo in an 
on-line environment. A game processor maintains a linked 
list identifying each card in play containing each possible 
value. Each entry in a linked list includes a pointer to the 
next element in the linked list. Each bingo card is repre 
Sented as a bitmap containing an entry corresponding to each 
Square on the bingo card. Each entry in the linked list also 
identifies the particular Square on the bingo card containing 
the corresponding value, thereby allowing the appropriate 
entry in the corresponding bitmap to be identified. AS each 
number is drawn, the game processor utilizes the linked list 
to identify all of the bingo cards in play having the drawn 
number. AS each card containing the drawn number is 
identified, the corresponding entry in the bitmap is marked. 
Each possible winning pattern in a bingo game is likewise 
represented as a bitmap. If a bit in the winning bitmap is Set 
to a value of 1, then the corresponding Square must be set on 
a player's bingo card in order to match the pattern. Winning 
players are identified by comparing the card bitmap to each 
of the possible winning bitmaps. If all the 1's that are set in 
any bitmap for a winning pattern are also Set in the card 
bitmap, then the card is a winning card. 

600-N 

POINT-OF-SALE 
TERMINAL 
PRINTED 
TICKET 

700-1 150 

POINT-OF-SAE 150 800 110 
TERMINAL 
ON-LNE 

GAME BINGO 
PROCESSOR BOSS 

700-N 120 

PONT-OF-SALE 
TERMINAL 100 
ON-LNE 

NUMBER 
GENERATOR 

  

    





Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 2 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

LOGICAL INDICES ASSIGNMENT 200 
  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 3 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 4 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

BASE MAP 400 

VALUE 1 VALUE 2 VALUE 3 VALUE 75 

E. pNEXT-1 pNEXT-2 pNEXT-3 ... pNEXT-75 

Fig. 4A 



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 5 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

CARD MAPS 450 

SQUARE O SQUARE 1 SQUARE 24 

card E PE ... E. 
cardo E PE ... E. 



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 6 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

PATTERN MATCHING ARRAY 500 
  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 7 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

i 

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 8 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

POINT-OF-SALE 
TERMINAL 

(PRINTEDTICKETS) 600 

TO 
PROCESSOR GAME 

PROCESSOR 

DATA STORAGE 
DEVICE 

BNGO TERMINAL PROCESS 640 

    

    

    

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 9 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

POINT-OF-SALE 
TERMINAL 
(ON-LINE) 700 

TO 
PROCESSOR GAME 

PROCESSOR 

DATA STORAGE 
DEVICE 

BROWER PROCESS 740 

    

    

    

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 10 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

GAME PROCESSOR 800 

TO POS 

PROCESSOR TERNALs 
BINGO BOSS 

DATA STORAGE 
DEVICE 

CARD DECKS 300 

BASE MAP AND CARD MAPS 400, 
450 

MAP DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 900 

BNGO GAME PROCESS 1000 

  



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 11 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

MAP DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 900 

DETERMINE NUMBER OF CARDS IN PLAY 910 

USE DRAWN VALUE TO INDEX BASE MAP 920 

READ CARD DECK 930 

ALLOCATE MEMORY FOR MAPS 400 AND 450 940 

CREATE MAPS 400 AND 450 950 

NITIALIZE CARD BITMAPS WITH FREE 960 
SPACES, IF ANY 

980 

Fig. 9 9 



Patent Application Publication Jun. 9, 2005 Sheet 12 of 12 US 2005/0124403 A1 

BINGO GAME PROCESS 1000 

RECEIVE DRAWN NUMBER FROM BINGO BOSS 

USE DRAWN VALUE TO INDEX BASE MAP 
400 TO DENTIFY FIRST CARD HAVING 

DRAWN VALUE 

USE ROW AND COLUMN OFFSETS TO SET 
APPROPRIATE BIT IN CORRESPONDING 

CARD BITMAP TO 1 

COMPARE CARD BTMAP TO EACH 
POSSIBLE WINNING BITMAP 

RECORD NUMBER OF BALLS AWAY, NBA, 
FORCARD 

1060 

FOLLOW pNEXT 
TO NEXT CARD 
IN CARD MAPS 
450 HAVING 
DRAWN VALUE 

YES 1080 

NBAsO2 

YES 

SUSPEND GAME AND IDENTIFY WINNER 1090 

Fig. 10 

  

    

  

    

    

  

    

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

  



US 2005/O124403 A1 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR IDENTIFYING A 
WINNER IN A BINGO GAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a bingo game, and 
more particularly, to a method and apparatus for identifying 
a winner in a bingo game. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 Bingo is a popular and well-known game. In a 
conventional bingo game, players are provided with bingo 
cards that have a matrix of five rows and five columns. 
Normally, the numbers 1 through 75 are divided into five 
Sets, with each Set having fifteen numbers. Each Set is 
asSociated with a vertical column in the matrix and each 
column from left to right is assigned one letter from the word 
“bingo.” Frequently, the center Space in the matrix is a “free 
space.” Bingo balls are individually numbered from 1 
through 75 and are mixed together. Balls are then randomly 
Selected one at a time. AS each Selected number is 
announced, each player covers any corresponding number 
on his or her bingo card. Play continues until a player 
achieves a predefined winning arrangement or pattern of 
spots on the bingo card. 
0.003 Traditionally, there are twelve winning arrange 
ments or pattern of Spots. Specifically, in a traditional bingo 
game, a player wins if the player covers any of the five 
vertical columns, any of the five horizontal rows or either of 
the two diagonals on the bingo card. Other winning com 
binations include the four corners of the bingo card, the eight 
spots immediately Surrounding the free Space, or a diamond 
pattern. The “bingo boss' who operates the bingo game will 
announce the winning arrangement or pattern of Spots at the 
beginning of each game. 
0004 Bingo is a popular form of entertainment. Bingo 
games can be played for free, purely for amusement, or for 
a fee, as a form of gambling. Many government and private 
entities conduct bingo games for a fee. Government-con 
ducted bingo games generally involve a larger pool of 
players and offer players the chance to win a larger prize, 
while also providing revenues to the government entity. 
When playerS must pay to participate in a bingo game, 
players purchase bingo cards for use during a particular 
bingo Session and winning playerS receive a payout from the 
operator or gaming establishment. For each bingo game, the 
first player to obtain a winning pattern wins the game. 
0005 Typically, government-conducted lottery systems 
utilize a central lottery computer to communicate with 
remote point-of-sale lottery terminals. The Rhode Island 
Lottery Commission (the “RILC) proposed a state-wide 
bingo game, referred to as “Power Bingo” in 1997, where 
players purchased bingo cards from the remote point-of-Sale 
lottery terminals and the game was to be broadcast on 
television. Although the Power Bingo game was Suspended 
before ever being played, bingo cards were sold by the RILC 
for an initial game. The point-of-Sale lottery terminals 
requested bingo cards from the central lottery computer. 
After the central lottery computer generated the bingo card 
information, the point-of-Sale lottery terminal, under the 
direction of the central lottery computer, printed the official 
bingo cards. The central lottery computer maintained a 
database containing the bingo card information for each 
bingo card that was issued. 
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0006 Since the players were remote from the venue 
where the numbers were drawn, the RILC needed to deter 
mine whether any playerS had won before drawing a new 
ball. In addition, after each ball was drawn, the RILC 
proposed to broadcast Statistics indicating in real-time the 
number of players that were three balls, two balls, one ball 
and Zero balls (a winner) away from a winning pattern. Thus, 
after each ball was drawn, the RILC was required to perform 
a brute force Search of all issued bingo cards to compare the 
current Status of each player's bingo cards to templates 
corresponding to winning patterns. Such brute force Search 
ing is very time consuming, and possibly unmanageable, 
when the number of issued bingo cards is large. For a bingo 
game to run Smoothly, and to maintain the players interest, 
it is estimated that a ball should be drawn approximately 
every five Seconds. 
0007 Similarly, a number of private entities, such as 
GameSVille.com, allow a potentially large pool of players to 
play bingo over the Internet for prizes. In Such an on-line 
implementation, players typically access a web site and 
request one or more bingo cards. A central Server maintains 
a database containing the bingo card information for each 
bingo card that is issued. Again, Since the players are remote 
from the venue where the numbers were drawn, a mecha 
nism is needed to determine whether a player has won before 
drawing the next ball. At least one Such on-line bingo game 
requires players to mark their own bingo cards as numbers 
are drawn and to Submit a request to confirm that the player 
has won, when the player believes they have a winning 
pattern. 

0008 AS apparent from the above-described deficiencies 
with conventional bingo games, a need exists for an 
improved method for promptly identifying a winner in a 
bingo game. A further need exists for an improved method 
for determining the number of balls that each player is away 
from a winning pattern. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

0009 Generally, a method and apparatus are disclosed 
for identifying a winner in a bingo game. The bingo System 
includes a network for transferring information between a 
central game processor and one or more remote point-of-Sale 
(POS) terminals. Players may obtain bingo cards from 
point-of-sale (POS) terminals that physically print bingo 
cards for players in an embodiment where the player appears 
in person to purchase tickets, or from point-of-sale (POS) 
terminals that permit players to play bingo in an on-line 
environment. 

0010. According to one aspect of the invention, the game 
processor maintains a linked list identifying each card in 
play containing each possible value. For example, in a 
conventional bingo game having 75 possible values, the 
game processor maintains 75 different linked lists. Each 
entry in a linked list includes a pointer to the next element 
in the linked list. In addition, the game processor represents 
each bingo card as a bitmap containing an entry correspond 
ing to each Square on the bingo card. Each entry in the linked 
list also identifies the particular Square on the bingo card 
containing the corresponding value, thereby allowing the 
appropriate entry in the corresponding bitmap to be identi 
fied. 

0011. As each number is drawn, the game processor 
utilizes the linked list to identify all of the bingo cards in 
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play having the drawn number. AS each card containing the 
drawn number in the linked list is identified, the game 
processor marks the corresponding entry in the bitmap. 
According to another aspect of the invention, each possible 
winning pattern in a bingo game is likewise represented as 
a bitmap. If a bit in the winning bitmap is Set to a value of 
1, then the corresponding Square must be set on a player's 
bingo card in order to match the pattern. 
0012. The present invention allows winning players to be 
identified by comparing the card bitmap to each of the 
possible winning bitmaps. Generally, the comparison deter 
mines whether all the 1s that are set in any bitmap for a 
winning pattern are also Set in the cardbitmap. If So, the card 
is a winning card. In one preferred implementation, only 
those cards containing the number just drawn are compared 
to the possible winning bitmaps. 
0013 A more complete understanding of the present 
invention, as well as further features and advantages of the 
present invention, will be obtained by reference to the 
following detailed description and drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0.014 Aspects of the present invention are described with 
respect to the accompanying figures, in which like reference 
numerals identify like elements, and in which: 
0.015 FIG. 1 illustrates a bingo system for processing 
bingo transactions in accordance with the present invention; 
0016 FIG. 2 illustrates the logical indices that are 
assigned to each Square of a bingo card to facilitate Storage 
of the bingo cards in play by the game processor of FIG. 1; 
0017 FIG.3 illustrates a representative layout of the bits 
corresponding to each Square in memory; 

0018 FIGS. 4A and FIG. 4B illustrates a linked list of 
maps that identify each card in play containing each possible 
value in accordance with the present invention; 
0019 FIG. 5A illustrates the well known “X” winning 
pattern; 

0020 FIG. 5B illustrates a bitmap representation of the 
“X” pattern of FIG. 5B in accordance with the present 
invention; 
0021 FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of an illus 
trative point-of-sale (POS) terminal of FIG. 1, that physi 
cally prints bingo cards for players, in an embodiment where 
the player appears in person to purchase tickets, 
0022 FIG. 7 is a schematic block diagram of an illus 
trative point-of-sale (POS) terminal of FIG. 1, for an on-line 
implementation; 
0023 FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram of the game 
processor of FIG. 1; 
0024 FIG. 9 is a flow chart describing an exemplary map 
development process of FIG. 8; and 
0025 FIG. 10 is a flow chart describing an exemplary 
bingo game process of FIG. 8. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0.026 FIG. 1 shows a bingo system 100 for processing 
bingo transactions, including the issuance and validation of 

Jun. 9, 2005 

bingo cards, for example, by a government or private entity. 
The bingo system 100 includes a network 150 for transfer 
ring information between a central game processor 800, 
discussed below in conjunction with FIG. 8, and one or 
more remote point-of-sale (POS) terminals 600-N and 700 
N. An illustrative point-of-sale (POS) terminal 600 that 
physically prints bingo cards for playerS is discussed below 
in conjunction with FIG. 6. An illustrative point-of-sale 
(POS) terminal 700 that permits players to play bingo in an 
on-line environment is discussed below in conjunction with 
FIG. 7. 

0027. As shown in FIG. 1, the bingo system 100 option 
ally includes a bingo boss 110 that operates and controls the 
play of a bingo game. The bingo boSS 110 may be a human 
being or a programmed processor. Generally, the bingo boSS 
110 is responsible for drawing bingo balls and validating a 
winner. In addition, the bingo system 100 includes a number 
Source 120, Such as a set of 75 numbered balls that are 
randomly drawn, or a random number generator that gen 
erates numbers in the range of 1 through 75. 
0028. According to one feature of the present invention, 
the game processor 800 maintains a linked list of each card 
in play containing each possible value. Thus, in a conven 
tional bingo game, where there are 75 possible values, the 
game processor 800 maintains 75 different linked lists. As 
discussed below, each entry in a linked list includes a pointer 
to the next element in the linked list, in a well-known 

C. 

0029. According to another feature of the present inven 
tion, the game processor 800 represents each bingo card as 
a bitmap containing an entry corresponding to each Square 
on the bingo card. In addition to a pointer to the next element 
in the linked list, each entry in the linked list identifies the 
Square on the bingo card containing the corresponding 
value, thereby allowing the appropriate entry in the corre 
sponding bitmap to be identified. Thus, as each number is 
drawn, the game processor 800 utilizes the linked list to 
identify all of the bingo cards in play having the drawn 
number. AS each card containing the drawn number in the 
linked list is identified, the game processor 800 marks the 
corresponding entry in the bitmap. 

0030. In addition, each possible winning pattern in a 
bingo game is likewise represented as a bitmap. AS dis 
cussed below in conjunction with FIGS. 5A and 5B, each 
Square on the bingo card is allocated one bit in the bitmap 
corresponding to a particular winning pattern. If a bit in the 
winning bitmap is Set to a value of 1, then the corresponding 
Square must be set on a player's bingo card in order to match 
the pattern. 

0031. Thus, in accordance with the present invention, 
winning playerS may be identified by comparing the card 
bitmap to each of the possible winning bitmaps. Generally, 
the comparison determines whether all the 1s that are Set in 
any bitmap for a winning pattern are also Set in the card 
bitmap. If So, the card is a winning card. In one preferred 
implementation, only those cards containing the number just 
drawn are compared to the possible winning bitmaps. 

0032 FIG. 2 illustrates the logical indices that are 
assigned to each Square of a bingo card to facilitate Storage 
of the bingo cards in play by the game processor 800. As 
shown in FIG. 2, the bingo card 200 is logically divided into 
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25 squares that are numbered 0 through 24. The values 
within each Square on a given card are Stored in memory by 
the game processor 800. In an illustrative embodiment, two 
values are stored for each byte. Thus, four bits are allocated 
to each Square of the bingo card, allowing the values 0 
through 15 to be represented. 

0033 FIG.3 illustrates a representative layout 300 of the 
bits corresponding to each Square in memory. Thus, byte 5 
in FIG. 3 contains four bits for encoding the value in the first 
Square of the N column, and four bits for encoding the value 
in the Second Square of the N column. Since each row 
contains 15 possible values, the column index (Zero based) 
is multiplied by 15 and added to the four bit value plus one, 
to yield the value of each Square on the card. For example, 
if a card includes a value of N32, the value will be encoded 
as 0010, the binary value corresponding to the integer 2 
(32-30). After the bingo cards have been encoded into the 
format shown in FIG. 3, the resulting data is referred to as 
a “card deck'300. AS discussed further below, the card deck 
300 is stored on disk by the game processor 800 and loaded 
into memory at run time. Generally, during the processing of 
the game, the card deck 300 is not used. 
0034 FIG. 4A illustrates a base map 400 and FIG. 4B 
illustrates a plurality of card maps 450. During program 
initialization, a map development process 900, discussed 
below in conjunction with FIG. 9, converts the card deck 
300 the map formats shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B. 

0035) The map base 400 contains a slot for each value 
that may appear on a bingo card. Thus, for a conventional 
bingo game, having 75 possible values, the map base 400 
contains 75 slots. Each slot, corresponding to a value, n, 
contains a pointer, pNEXT-n, to the first card map 450 
corresponding to a card containing the associated value, n. 
For example, the slot corresponding to value N32, contains 
a pointer to the first card in the set of card maps 450 that has 
a square with N32. 

0036). In addition, as shown in FIG. 4B, each card map 
450 contains a slot for each Square on a bingo card. Thus, for 
a conventional bingo game, having 25 Squares, the card map 
450 contains 25 slots. Each Slot, corresponding to a Square, 
i, contains a pointer, pNEXTCARD, to the next card map 
450 corresponding to a card containing the desired value, n. 
Thus, each slot of the map base 400 contains a pointer to the 
first card containing the corresponding value. The pointer 
indexes a linked list in the card maps 450 of each of the 
additional cards containing the same value. 
0037. In one illustrative implementation, the pointer, 
pNEXT-n, is a 4 byte value containing two parts, with 3 bits 
indicating a row offset and 29 bits providing a card offset to 
the first card containing the associated value. The 3-bit row 
offset allows rows 0 through 4 to be uniquely identified. 
Likewise, the pointer, pNEXT-CARD, is a 2 byte value 
containing two parts, with 3 bits again indicating a row 
offset and 13 bits providing a card offset to the next card in 
the linked list containing the associated value. 

0.038. Thus, the exact location of the next occurrence of 
any value can be determined by using the card offset to 
locate the desired card, and the row offset to identify the 
appropriate row. The column is obtained implicitly by 
dividing the value itself minus one by the number of possible 
value in the column, Such as 15 in the illustrative embodi 
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ment, with the whole number indicating the column number 
(Zero based). Thus, each pointer points to a cell containing 
a like value that leads to the next occurrence of a particular 
value, until a value of Zero is encountered, indicating the end 
of the linked list. 

0039. Abingo winner may be defined as a player having 
a bingo card with a matching a predefined winning arrange 
ment or pattern of spots on the bingo card. FIG. 5A 
illustrates the well known “X” winning pattern. According 
to a further feature of the invention, each winning pattern is 
implemented as a bitmap, such as the bitmap 550, shown in 
FIG. 5B, for the “X” pattern. It is noted that some bingo 
games offer multiple winning patterns. AS previously indi 
cated, a traditional bingo game has twelve predefined win 
ning patterns: any of the five vertical columns, any of the 
five horizontal rows or either of the two diagonals on the 
bingo card. Other winning combinations include the four 
corners of the bingo card, the eight Spots immediately 
Surrounding the free Space, or a diamond pattern. 

0040. As shown in FIG. SB, each square on the bingo 
card is allocated one bit in the bitmap 550 corresponding to 
a particular winning pattern. If a bit in the bitmap 550 is set 
to a value of 1, then the corresponding Square must be set on 
a player's bingo card in order to match the pattern. A 
Standard bingo card, having 25 Squares, requires only 25 
bits. Thus, each bitmap 550 may be implemented as a 32-bit 
integer value, although the present invention permits larger 
patterns to be implemented using a list of 320-bit integers. 
As shown in FIG. 5B, squares on the bingo card are ordered 
in the same manner as the logical indices that are assigned 
to each Square of a bingo card for Storage in a card deck 300. 
The least significant bit in the bitmap 550 corresponds to the 
top-left corner of the bingo card, and the most Significant bit 
in the bitmap 550 corresponds to the bottom-right corner of 
the bingo card. 

0041 Aspects of the present invention allow for deter 
mining a variety of different winning or bonus conditions 
during a large-scale bingo game. In particular, the efficient 
Scoring mechanisms disclosed allow those operating bingo 
games to determine a variety of different winning conditions 
without detracting from the flow of a bingo game. AS used 
herein, “large Scale bingo games' include but are not limited 
to, those: conducted by a Statewide or government licensed 
or authorized lottery, having participants physically located 
in different locations, or any other type of game that requires 
the entity drawing bingo numbers to know when a winning 
condition exists without feedback from individual players. 
In one particular implementation, a winning condition exists 
when a card does not include any of the drawn values. That 
is, additional winners are determined after the number of 
balls away, NBA, from a winning pattern is Zero, by 
determining the cards that do not have matches to any drawn 
values in the game. More specifically, after a first winner(s) 
is determined by matching a card bitmap to the first winning 
pattern, the card bitmaps are compared to an additional 
winning pattern “0000000000000000000000000," which 
corresponds to a pattern where no values have been drawn 
on the particular card. A winning condition may also exist 
when a card bit map does not have an entry corresponding 
to a drawn ball for a given length of time or for a given 
number of drawn balls. Moreover, a winning condition may 
exist when a card does not have a predetermined number of 
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matches other than Zero. For example, a bonus prize may be 
awarded for cards having less than 2 or 3 matches. 
0042. The additional winners may receive a prize that has 
less value than the prize awarded to the person(s) with 
conventional a winning pattern, to include but not limited to 
Such patterns as the well known “X” winning pattern. 
Exemplary prizes include free tickets, monetary awards and 
entry into a bonus drawing. 
0.043 Bonus numbers may also be drawn to increase the 
award value of an otherwise winning Bingo card. In one 
implementation, bonus prizes are awarded after the number 
of balls away, NBA, from a winning pattern is Zero, by 
drawing one more number and Setting the appropriate bit, 
corresponding to this last number drawn, in the correspond 
ing card bitmaps to a value of 1. The card bitmaps, based on 
values reflecting this last number drawn, are then compared 
to the original winning pattern and cards with matching card 
bitmaps are declared additional winners. The bonus prize 
may be awarded when the number drawn is part of the 
winning pattern. In an alternative embodiment, a bonus prize 
may be awarded when the number drawn is included on a 
winning card, regardless of whether or not the number 
drawn is part of the winning pattern. The value of the prize 
awarded may also be a function of whether or not the 
number drawn was part of the winning pattern. 
0044 Bonus numbers may also be used to award prizes 
for cards that may not otherwise be winning cards. In one 
implementation, additional "bonus’ winners are determined 
after the number of balls away, NBA, from a winning pattern 
is Zero, by designating a "bonus number” for the bingo game 
and determining those winning cards which contain the 
“bonus number” in the winning pattern. For example, if “7” 
was the bonus number, any card containing a 7 would win 
a prize, Such as a free ticket. This implementation could be 
used to encourage future play. In one alternative embodi 
ment, if a winning ticket includes the bonus number, the 
winner would receive a prize having a higher value than the 
value of prizes award to those having the bonus number, but 
not a winning pattern. 
0.045. In yet another implementation, either before or 
after winners are determined when the number of balls away, 
NBA, from a winning pattern is Zero, a designated coordi 
nate on the bingo card is designated in order to award the 
winning card additional or "bonus' winnings. In particular, 
those cards which include the designated coordinate in the 
winning pattern are awarded additional winnings. Rather 
than designating a "bonus' number which appears on only 
Some of the bingo cards, this implementation allows for 
every card to have a chance at winning a bonus prize. In this 
implementation, the horizontal coordinates on the bingo 
card, i.e. those corresponding to the letters “B,”“I,”“N,”“G,” 
and “O,” may be labeled as coordinates 1 to 5, and the 
Vertical coordinates may be coordinates 1 to 6. The desig 
nated coordinated would thus consist of a horizontal coor 
dinate number 1 to 5 and a vertical coordinate number 1 to 
6. For example, if “1,1' is the designated coordinate each 
card that has the first number under “B” marked would win 
a prize, regardless of the value of that number. Winners may 
be determined by analyzing appropriate entries in individual 
card decks. An exemplary card deck is shown in FIG. 3. 
Prizes may also be awarded when the designated coordinate 
is part of any card, including cards that do not include 
conventional winning patterns. 

Jun. 9, 2005 

0046. In an alternative embodiment of the implementa 
tion described above, contestants are allowed to Select the 
designated coordinate. For example, a contestant may iden 
tify a designated coordinate when purchasing a bingo card. 
An identification of the designated coordinate may be stored 
in a card map for that card. 
0047 As discussed further below in conjunction with 
FIG. 11, each bingo card in play is represented as a 25-bit 
card bitmap that initially has a value representing the 
location of any and all free Spaces. AS each number is drawn 
in the bingo game, the drawn value is used as an indeX into 
the base map 400 and the card maps 450 to identify all the 
cards in the card deck 300 having the drawn value. For each 
identified card, the row and (implicit) column offsets are 
used to Set the bit in the corresponding card bitmap to a value 
of 1. As the bitmap of each identified card is marked in this 
manner, the card bitmap is compared with each possible 
winning bitmap. Generally, the comparison determines 
whether all the 1s that are Set in any bitmap for a winning 
pattern are also Set in the card bitmap. If So, the card is a 
winning card. 
0048. In addition, players are often interested in the 
number of balls they (or other players) are away from 
winning. The number of balls that are required to be a 
winner can be obtained by determining how many 1's are Set 
in each bitmap corresponding to a possible winning pattern, 
that do not appear in the cardbitmap. If any card comparison 
results in a value of 0, then the card is a winner. 
0049 FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the architecture 
of an illustrative point-of-sale (POS) terminal 600 that 
physically prints bingo cards for players, in an embodiment 
where the player appears in person to purchase tickets. The 
point-of-sale (POS) terminal 600 may be embodied, for 
example, as a conventional dedicated lottery terminal, as 
modified herein to execute the functions and operations of 
the present invention. The point-of-sale (POS) terminal 600 
preferably includes a processor 610 and related memory, 
such as a data storage device 620. The processor 610 may be 
embodied as a single processor, or a number of processors 
operating in parallel. In addition, the point-of-sale (POS) 
terminal 600 includes one or more ports (not shown) for 
communicating with the game processor 800, for example, 
over the network 150. 

0050. The data storage device 620 and/or a read only 
memory (ROM) are operable to store one or more instruc 
tions, which the processor 610 is operable to retrieve, 
interpret and execute. AS shown in FIG. 6, the data Storage 
device 620 preferably includes a bingo terminal process 640 
that receives a player request for one or more bingo cards 
and communicates with the game processor 800 via the 
network 150 to obtain and validate the bingo cards and 
thereafter issue the requested number of bingo cards to the 
player. 

0051 FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the architecture 
of an illustrative point-of-sale (POS) terminal 700 for an 
on-line implementation. The point-of-sale (POS) terminal 
700 may be embodied, for example, as a personal computer 
or other device that allows a bingo player to individually 
establish remote communication with the game processor 
800, as modified herein to execute the functions and opera 
tions of the present invention. The point-of-sale (POS) 
terminal 700 preferably includes a processor 710 and related 
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memory, Such as a data Storage device 720, which operate in 
a similar manner to the hardware described above in con 
junction with FIG. 6. 
0.052 The data storage device 720 preferably includes a 
browser process 740 that allows a player to obtain a con 
nection, for example, over the Internet, to a web site where 
the bingo game discussed herein is played. Alternatively, the 
data storage device 720 may include dedicated Software that 
allows a player to communicate with the game processor 
800 for example, by means of a modem connection over the 
public switched telephone network (PSTN). 
0.053 FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the architecture 
of an illustrative game processor 800. The game processor 
800 may be embodied, for example, as an RS 6000 server, 
manufactured by IBM Corp., as modified herein to execute 
the functions and operations of the present invention. The 
game processor 800 preferably includes a processor 810 and 
related memory, Such as a data Storage device 820, which 
operate in a Similar manner to the hardware described above 
in conjunction with FIG. 6. It is noted that the game 
processor 800 may be embodied as a single processor, or a 
number of distributed or local processorS operating in par 
allel. For example, the game processor 800 may include a 
dedicated processor for communicating with the point-of 
sale (POS) terminals 600 that physically prints bingo cards 
for playerS and a dedicated processor for communicating 
with the point-of-sale (POS) terminals 700 in an on-line 
implementation. 
0054 As shown in FIG. 8, the data storage device 820 
includes the card decks 300, discussed above in conjunction 
with FIG. 3, and the base map 400 and corresponding card 
maps 450, discussed above in conjunction with FIGS. 4A 
and 4B, respectively. In addition, the data Storage device 
820 includes a map development process 900, discussed 
below in conjunction with FIG. 9, that converts the card 
deck 300 into the base map 400 and corresponding card 
maps 450. The data storage device 820 also includes a bingo 
game process 1000, discussed below in conjunction with 
FIG. 10, that processes each number that is drawn, and 
identifies a winner in accordance with the present invention. 
0055 FIG. 9 illustrates the map development process 
900 that converts the card deck 300 into the base map 400 
and corresponding card maps 450, and otherwise initializes 
the game processor 800. As shown in FIG. 9, the map 
development process 900 initially determines the number of 
cards in play for a given bingo game during Step 910, and 
then allocates the appropriate amount of memory during Step 
920 for the card decks 300. The map development process 
900 reads the card deck during step 930, and then allocates 
the appropriate amount of memory during step 940 for the 
base map 400 and the card maps 450. 
0056. The map development process 900 converts the 
card deck 300 into the base map 400 and corresponding card 
maps 450 during step 950. Generally, the maps 400 and 450 
are created by reading the value from each Square on each 
card deck 300, and adding an entry in the appropriate chain 
linked list of the maps 400, 450 corresponding to each value 
on the card. AS previously indicated, each entry added to the 
chain linked list contains a card offset that points to the next 
card in the linked list, and a row offset that is used to identify 
which Square on the card contains the corresponding value. 
0057 Finally, the card bitmaps are initialized with any 
free Spaces during Step 960. In other word, if any space, Such 
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as the center Square, is defined as a free Space in a given 
bingo game, then the corresponding entry in all the card 
bitmaps is Set to 0. Program control terminates during Step 
580, and the game processor 800 is ready to initiate play. 
0058 AS previously indicated, the bingo game process 
1000, shown in FIG. 10, processes each number that is 
drawn, and identifies a winner in accordance with the 
present invention. The bingo game process 1000 initially 
receives a drawn number from the bingo boss 110 during 
step 1010. The drawn number is then used during step 1020 
to index the base map 400 to identify the first card having the 
drawn value. AS previously indicated, each bingo card in 
play is represented as a 25-bit card bitmap, that initially has 
a value of all Zeros. AS each number is drawn in the bingo 
game, the drawn value is used as an indeX into the base map 
400 and the card maps 450 to identify all the cards in the 
card deck 300 having the drawn value. For each identified 
card, the row and (implicit) column offsets are used to set the 
appropriate bit in the corresponding card bitmap to a value 
of 1. Thus, the row and column offsets into the correspond 
ing card bitmap are obtained from the entry in the base map 
400 (or the card maps 450 on Subsequent passes through the 
bingo game process 1000) and are used to set (mark) the 
appropriate bit during step 1030. 
0059. The current card bitmap is then compared to each 
possible winning bitmap during step 1040. Generally, the 
comparison determines how many 1S are Set in each bitmap 
corresponding to a possible winning pattern, that do not 
appear in the card bitmap. In one implementation, the 
comparison is performed using an exclusive or (XOR) 
operation. Specifically, the following operation yields a 
value, t, in which exactly those bits Set in the winning 
pattern, m, which are not Set in the card bitmap, V, are Set: 

0060 AS discussed below, if t equals Zero, then the card 
matches the winning pattern and is thus a winning card. For 
example, if card bitmap equals 
0100100010011000101010011, and the bingo game 
requires an “X” pattern, such as the pattern shown in FIG. 
5A, to win the game, the result of the “exclusive or', and the 
“and” operation performed on the card bitmap relative to the 
bitmap shown in FIG. 5B for the “X” pattern yields a value, 
t, of 1000001000000000000000000. Thus, there are two 
Squares (24 and 18) on the corresponding bingo card that are 
not yet marked that are required to match the winning “X” 
pattern. 

0061 During step 1050, the number of balls away, NBA, 
from a winning pattern are recorded for the card. In other 
words, the number of 1's in the value, t, are counted. In one 
implementation, a count table having 64K entries is used to 
perform the count during step 1050. The count table may be 
created, for example, by the map development process 900 
during program initialization. Each 16-bit entry in the count 
table indicates the number of 1's in the corresponding binary 
value. Thus, the 32 bit value, t, is broken into two 16 bit 
components which are each used to index the count table. 
The number of 1's corresponding to each 16-bit value is then 
Summed to yield the number of balls away, NBA, from a 
winning pattern. For a bingo game having multiple winning 
patterns, the winning pattern with the lowest the number of 
balls away, NBA, is selected for the card and recorded 
during step 1050. 

(Equation 1) 
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0.062. In an alternate implementation, the comparison 
performed during step 1040 and the determination of the 
number of balls away, NBA, performed during step 1050 
may be performed by AND'ing the card bitmap with each 
possible winning bitmap, to obtain a result, u, and then using 
the count table to subtract the count (u) from the count 
(winning bitmap). In addition, it is noted that the assembly 
language for a microprocessor may provide a count instruc 
tion, to eliminate the need for the count table. 
0063) Once the number of balls away, NBA, from a 
winning pattern is determined during step 1050, a test is 
performed during step 1060 to determine if the pointer, 
pNEXT, from the entry in the current map 400, 450 is zero. 
If it is determined during step 1060 that the pointer, pNEXT, 
from the entry in the current map 400, 450 is not zero, then 
there is another card map 450 in the linked list correspond 
ing to another card having the current drawn value. Thus, the 
pNEXT pointer is followed during step 1070 to the next card 
in the card maps 450 having the drawn value. Thereafter, 
program control proceeds to Step 1030 and continues pro 
cessing the next card map 450 in the manner described 
above. 

0064.) If, however, it is determined during step 1060 that 
the pointer, pNEXT, from the entry in the current map 400, 
450 is zero, then the end of the linked list has been reached. 
Thus, program control proceeds to step 1080, where a test is 
performed to determine if the number of balls away, NBA, 
from a winning pattern is Zero (i.e., if there is a winner). It 
is noted that if a bingo game includes complimentary bingo 
cards, or bingo cards that are otherwise played purely for 
entertainment, and not for a winning payout, these compli 
mentary bingo cards are excluded from the test performed 
during step 1080. If it is determined during step 1080 that the 
number of balls away, NBA, from a winning pattern is not 
Zero, then program control returns to Step 1010 to proceSS 
the next ball drawn. 

0065) If, however, it is determined during step 1080 that 
the number of balls away, NBA, from a winning pattern is 
Zero, then there is a winner. Thus, game play is Suspended 
during step 1090 and the winner is validated and identified, 
before program control terminates during step 1095. 
0.066. It is to be understood that the embodiments and 
variations shown and described herein are merely illustrative 
of the principles of this invention and that various modifi 
cations may be implemented by those skilled in the art 
without departing from the Scope and Spirit of the invention. 
For example, in European bingo, the numbers 1 through 90 
are divided into five sets, with each Set having eighteen 
possible numbers. Thus, five bits can be allocated to each 
Square of the bingo card, allowing the values 0 through 17 
to be represented. Likewise, the size of the pointers in the 
maps 400, 450 can be increased, if necessary, to support a 
larger number of cards. 
0067. The present invention has been described in terms 
of preferred and exemplary embodiments thereof. Numerous 
other embodiments, modifications and variations within the 
Scope and Spirit of the appended claims will occur to perSons 
of ordinary skill in the art from a review of this disclosure. 
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We claim: 
1. A computer-implemented method of determining win 

ners of a large-scale bingo game, the method comprising: 
(a) drawing bingo numbers until at least one winning card 

exists, and 

(b) identifying bonus cards that have less than a prede 
termined number of drawn bingo numbers. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
number of drawn bingo numbers is one. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein (b) comprises analyz 
ing entries in card bitmaps. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein (b) comprises identi 
fying cards that include no bingo numbers that that have 
been drawn during a predetermined length of time. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein (b) comprises identi 
fying cards that include no bingo numbers that that have 
been drawn during the drawing of a Second predetermined 
number of. drawn bingo numbers. 

6. The method of claim 1, further including: 
(c) identifying cards that are both the at least one winning 

card in (a) and the bonus cards in (b). 
7. The method of claim 6, further including: 
(d) awarding a prize to cardholders of the cards identified 

in (c) that is of greater value than a prize awarded to 
cardholders of the at least one winning card in (a). 

8. The method of claim 1, further including: 
awarding a prize to cardholders of the cards identified in 

(b) that is of less value than a prize awarded to 
cardholders of the at least one winning card in (a). 

9. A computer-implemented method of determining win 
ners of a large-scale bingo game, the method comprising: 

(a) determining a bingo card bonus coordinate position; 
(b) analyzing bingo card records that each identify values 

assigned to the coordinate position; and 
(c) determining which bingo card records include a pre 

determined value in the coordinate position. 
10. The method of claim 9, wherein the predetermined 

value corresponds to a drawn number. 
11. The method of claim 9, wherein the bingo card records 

comprise card maps. 
12. The method of claim 9, further including awarding a 

prize to contestants having bingo cards that include the 
predetermined value. 

13. The method of claim 9, further including awarding a 
bonus prize to contestants having bingo cards that include 
winning patterns and the predetermined value. 

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the coordinate 
position is determined before a corresponding bingo game. 

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the coordinate 
position is determined by a contestant before a correspond 
ing bingo game. 

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the coordinate 
position is determined after a corresponding bingo game. 
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