
3 Sheets-Sheet 1. 
J. F. HURD, 

PICKP0CKET AND COAT THIEF DETECTOR, 
No. 477,940, 

(No Model.) 

Patented June 28, 1892, 

2 ISS St. 

(2:2,2:2, 22222222222222222 

Ht oºs ETEsco, hoTc-Tºo, was:Tan, a-c. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



3. Sheets-Sheet 2, 
J. F. HURD), 

PICKPOCKET AND COAT THIEF DETECTOR, 

No. 477,940. 

(No Model.) 

2a2 

Patented June 28 l892, 

5 N 

ºzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzZ) 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



(No Model.) 3 Sheets-Sheet 3, 
J. F. HURD, 

PICKPOCKET AND COAT THIEF DETECTOR, 
No. 477,940, Patented Jume 28, l892. 

N 
E? 

% ?? ???? 
§ SE 

  



O 

25 

35 

40 

45 

SO 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOIIN F. HURL), OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

PI C K PO C KET AN O C OATH EF DETECTO R. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 477,940, dated June 28, 1892, 
Application filed October 2, 1891, Serial No, 407,553, (No model.) 

To all ??7???, it ??? concer"??: 
Be it known that I, JOHN F. HURD, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, 
county of Cook, and State of Illinois, have in 
vented certain new and useful improvements 
in a Pickpocket and Coat - Thief Detector, 
which are fully set forth in the following speci 
fication, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, forming a part thereof. 
The purpose of this invention is to provide 

a device adapted to be connected to or located 
at or within the pocket of a garment, by which 
an alarm may be sounded in case of any un 
authorized intrusion into the pocket while 
the garment is suspended on a hook or peg, 
or in case of the removal of the garment, such 
device being designed for use in coat-rooms 
of hotels, barber-shops, or other publie or par 
tially public places intended for temporary 
safe-keeping of such garments. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a diagram com 

prising a vertical Section through a pocket 
containing my appliance and a front eleva 
tion of the hooks upon which the garment is 
suspended, showing the pocket device, part 
of the supporting base-plate of said hooks be 
ing broken away to show interior parts, the 
pocket detective device being shown in posi 
tion set for detecting intrusion. Fig. 2 is a 
similar section of the pocket and the detective 
device therein, with the parts in the position 
to which they will be forced by an intruding 
hand. Fig. 3 is a vertical section through a 
pocket containing a modified form of the de 
vice with the parts set to detect intrusion. 
Fig. 4 is a similar section of the same, with 
the parts in the position to which they would 
be forced by intrusion into the pocket. Fig. 
5 is a front elevation of a still further modi 
fication of the pocket device set to detect in 
trusion. Fig. 6 is a similar view of the same 
device in position after intrusion. Fig. 7 is 
a diagram comprising a detail elevation of a 
loop or eye and connections therefrom de 
signed to be attached to the garment as a 
means of suspending it upon any support to 
cause the alarm to be operated by intrusion 
into the pocket by means of a battery carried 
in the garment. Fig. S is a section at the line 
SS on Fig. 7. Fig.9 is a vertical section through 
the garment at the pocket, showing a false 
pocket in connection with the circuit making 

and breaking device of the form illustrated 
in Figs. 5 and 6. Fig. 10 is a detail of that 
circuit making and breaking device in posi 
tion ready for “setting” it. Fig. 11 is a de 
tail front elevation of the garment-supporting 
hooks and the base on which they are pivoted, 
and connected mechanism, the same as is 
shown in Fig. 1, the hooks being in the posi 
tion which they assume when they are relieved 
of the Weight of the garment. Fig. 12 is a sec 
tion at the line 12 12 on Figs. 1 and 8. 

In all the modifications of my invention 
there is present a circuit making and break 
ing device attached to the garment and a 
flexible connection from the same which ex 
tends across the pocket-space in position to 
be encountered by an intruding hand and 
caused to operate the circuit making and 
breaking device to close the circuit. 
In the form shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the 

pocket Cl, itself constitutes the flexible connec 
tion across the pocket-space, while in other 
forms (illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4) the flexible 
connecting-piece extends within the pocket 
and may be encountered before the pocket 
itself would be necessarily moved enough to 
operate the device. A false pocket or mov 
able pocket may also be employed, inserted 
within the principal or true pocket to serve 
the same purpose, the false pocket being in 
that case provided with means for holding it 
normally open, so that the intruding hand 
will pass into it instead of passing outside of 
it into the true pocket. 

In the form shown in Figs. 1 to 4 the cir 
cuit making and breaking device includes 
two metallic terminals B' 3° of an electric 
circuit B, which terminals are suitably se 
cured to amy comparatively rigid non - con 
ducting base b and are adapted to be in con 
tact and close the circuit at that point, but 
are adapted also to be separated to open the 
circuit. 
In the form shown in Figs. 1 and 2 a third 

element is also present in the pocket-to wit, 
an insulating-wedge C, adapted to be inserted 
between the two terminals B and 13°. This 
wedge is connected to the otherwise free end 
of a piece of tape or cord C", which is se 
cured to the inner surface of the forward 
side of the pocket below the point of fasten 
ing to the same surface of the flap or muffle 
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A. In the circuit B, at any convenient point, 
either in the garment or elsewhere, according 
to the mode of use of the device, there is lo 
cated an energizing-battery D and an alarm 
bell E. To operate the device in the form 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the wedge C will be 
inserted between the terminals Band B° and 
the flap or muffle A will be arranged with the 
edge containing the stiffening - strip A' in 
side the pocket, but the whole flap upheld 
by the tape C", the stiffening-piece A' being 
tucked up toward the top of the pocket and 
under any flap, as X, which may be present, 
or, in the absence of such flap, lodged in any 
way at the upper part, the strip being made 
so light that the ordinary pressure of the ma 
terial of the garment will hold it if it is not 
disturbed. The flap or muffle A will prefer 
ably be left drooping between the point of its 
fastening to the forward side of the pocket 
and the stiff strip A', so that a hand intruded 
into the pocket will encounter the ?lap in said 
drooping portion, and very slight movement 
after such encounter will dislodge the stiff 
strip and push it down onto the tape C" and 
cause the latter to pull the Wedge C out from 
between the terminals D'and D, which, com s 

ing into contact, will close the circuit and op 
The flap A may be of such 

length and the strip A may be so securely 
engaged at the upper part of the pocket that 
without dislodging said strip the pressure of 
the intruding hand in the drooping portion 
of the flap will cause the latter to force the 
tape C’ downward and disengage the wedge 
of the terminals. 
In the modified form shown in Figs. 3 and 

4 the tape C" is dispensed with and the flap 
containing the stiffening-strip A' becomes the 
insulator to be inserted between the terminals 

I prefer when employing this con B' and B. 
struction to construct the terminals B and B 
somewhat differently from the construction 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 for convenience of in 
serting and removing the edge of the flap 
when set in the device. The terminal B in 
this modified form is pivoted on the base b, 
and a spring B (see Fig. 10) is secured to the 
base acting upon the heel of the pivoted ter 
minal B°, so that it tends to hold the piece B° 
in contact with the other terminal when it is 
thrown down and to hold it out—that is, pro 
truded, as seen in the drawings-when it is 
lifted to that position. This facilitates insert 
ing and removing the edge of the flap by the op 
erator when setting and unsetting the device. 

In the third modification (shown in Figs. 5 
and 6) the terminal B° is pivoted on the base 
b, so that it is a lever-switch adapted to swing 
vertically in the plane of the pocket-that is, 
parallel with the baseb-the whole device be 
ing located within the garment outside the 
pocket and secured at any convenient point 
to the garment, one end of the switch-lever 
being connected to the pocket either directly 
or by means of intervening tape, the other 
end of the switch-lever being in position to 
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make contact with the other electrical termi 
nal when the pocket is in its normal condi 
tion-that is, hanging freely in the garment; 
but when the lever is rocked so as to carryit 
out of contact with the other terminal the 
pocket is pulled or “hitched slightly out of 
normal position, so that depressing the pocket, 
as will be done by an intruding hand, will pull 
the lever into electrical contact with the other 
terminal. When this form of device is em 
ployed, a convenient way of providing means 
for setting it is to connect to the switch-termi 
nal B° a cord C°, which may extend through 
a hole or eye S in the body of the garment, so 
that it can be reached from the inner side, 
where it may be fixed or buttoned fast, so that 
the operator, reaching it with the hand and 
pulling it up, will throw the contact-making 
end of the switch-terminal B° down out of 
contact with the terminal B. This form of 
device may be secured inside the true pocket 
and outside of a false pocket, which may be 
connected to the lever-switch, as described. 
Such false pocket is an equivalent of the 
muffle or flap described above and may be 
used in lieu of that device, in connection with 
the forms of circuit making and breaking de 
vices shown in Figs. 1 to 4. In that case the 
margin of the false pocket should be provided 
with a stiffening cord or wire to hold it 
slightly open, so that the hand of an intruder 
will naturally enter the false pocket instead 
of passing outside of it into the true pocket, 
and thereby possibly avoiding operating, clos 
ing the electric circuit. 

All of these forms of the device involve the 
employment of the electric circuit running 
from the two terminals, respectively, either 
to the two suspending-loops G G, which are 
either made of or lined with electrically-con 
ducting material, as fine-woven wire fabric G', 
to which the circuit-wires are joined, or to a 
suspending-loop such as is illustrated in Fig. 
7, which comprises a circuit making and 
breaking device. The first method-to wit, 
the two loops lined with conducting mate 
rial-involves the use of a pair of hooks H H, 
insulated from each other on their support 
ing-base H and so close together that the 
garment may be suspended from both of 
them, one loop G being engaged with each 
hook H, a battery D and bell E being pro 
vided in circuit between the two hooks, so that 
when the garment is suspended from both of 
the hooks, as described, there is a circuit from 
the battery to the bell, and thence to one of 
the terminals in the pocket and from the 
other terminal back to the battery, the cir 
cuit being complete winen the terminals are 
in contactand broken only at that point when 
they are out of contact. 
The particular construction of the hooks 

illustrated involves a secondary purpose, 
: which it is desirable to combine with the pur 
pose of the construction thus far described 
to wit, the Sounding of an alarm when the 
coat is lifted from the supporting hook or 
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larger circuit which extends from the contact 
piece O to the pocket and therein to the con 
tact-piece P. Said short circuit is from the 
battery by the wire b' to the bell, thence by 
the wirebº to the slide N, thence to the con 
tact-piece O, and thence by the wire b to the 
battery. -- 

I claim 
1. In combination with a garment, an elec 

tric circuit, the generator which energizes such 
circuit, an alarm-bell in the circuit, such cir 
cuit comprising a circuit making and breaking 
device secured to the garment, and a flexible 
partition interposed between the pocket-en 
trance and such circuit making and breaking 
device and completely obstructing access to 
the said device through the pocket-entrance 
and connected to said circuit making and 
breaking device and adapted when depressed 
to operate the same to close the circuit, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. In combination with a garment, an elec 
tric circuit leading to a pocket of the gar 
ment, and a generator which energizes such 
circuit, and an alarm-bell in the circuit, said 
circuit comprising two contact-making pieces 
secured to the same side of the pocket within 
the latter, a contact-breaking piece adapted 
to be inserted and withdrawn from between 
said contact-making pieces, a flexible connec 
tion from said insulating-piece to the oppo 
site side of the pocket, and the muffle or false 
pocket A, located within the pocket above 
said flexible connection piece and adapted to 
be depressed thereonto to cause it to with 
draw the insulating-piece by the intrusion of a 
handlinto the pocket, substantially asset forth. 
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3. In combination with a garment, an elec 
tric circuit extending into a pocket of the 
garment and comprising a circuit making and 
breaking device adapted to be operated to 
close the circuit by intrusion into the pocket, 
a generator which energizes said circuit, an 
alarm-bell in said circuit, two suspending 
loops attached to the garment and made of or 
comprising in their inner surfaces electrically 
conducting material which forms part of the 
circuit, said loops being insulated from each 
other, whereby the circuit is interrupted or 
closed between said loops, according as said 
loops are or are not connected by electrical 
conductors, substantially as set forth. 

4. In combination with a garment, an elec 
tric-circuit comprising two parts, one of Said 
parts comprising a battery and an alarm and 
the other part comprising a circuit making 
and breaking device at the pocket of the gar 
ment, and a suspending device consisting of 
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two insulated parts which respectively con 
nect the two lines of the divided circuit, and 
a spring which is put under tension by the 
weight of the garment and when relieved 
thereof reacts against one of said insulated 
parts to bring it into electrical connection 
with the other, whereby a short circuit is 
closed through the battery and bell, substan 
tially as set forth. 

5. In combination with a garment, an elec 
tric circuit comprising contact-making pieces 
adapted to be separated to break the circuit, 
and connections by which they are operated 
at the pocket, electrically-insulated suspen 
sion-loops on the garment, made of or lined 
with electrically-conducting material, forming 
part of the circuit, a pair of suspension-hooks 
adapted to receive the two loops, respectively, 
of the garment, said hooks being electrically 
insulated and connected by a portion of the 
electric circuit, and a generator and an alarm 
bell in said connecting portion of the circuit, 
substantially as set forth. 

6. In combination, substantially as set forth, 
a garment-suspension hook, a base to which 
it is pivoted, a spring tending to tilt the hook 
when relieved of the weight of the garment, 
an electric circuit of which the hook consti 
tutes one terminal, a generator and an alarm 
bellin said circuit, and a contact-making piece 
insulated from the hook and constituting the 
other terminal of the circuit, the hook having 
a tail-piece adapted to make contact with the 
other terminal during the upward-tilting 
movement of the hook, whereby the circuit is 
closed and the alarm operated when the gar 
ment is lifted from the hook. 

7. In combination, substantially as set forth, 
a pair of garment-Supporting hooks insulated 
from each other, springs pertaining to the 
hooks, respectively, to tilt them upward when 
relieved of the weight of the garment, and an 
electric circuit connected to both hooks, said 
hooks havingtail-pieces adapted to make elec 
trical connection with the other hook or some 
part electrically connected therewith during 
the upward-tilting movement of the hook, 
whereby either hook, being relieved of the 
garment's Weight, operates to close the circuit 
and Sound the alarm. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, in the presence of two witnesses, 
this 28th day of September, 1891, at Chicago, 
Illinois. 

JOHN F. HURD. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. S. BURTON, 
JEAN ELILEOTT. 
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