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The invention provides a storage system that
1s highly available even in the face of
component failures in the storage system, and
a method for operating that storage system. A
first and a second file server each includes a
file server request log for storing incoming
file server requests. Both the first and
second file servers have access to a common set
of mass storage elements. FEach incoming file
server request 1s coplied to both the first and
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second file servers; the first file server
processes the file server request while the
'second file server maintains a copy in its file
server request log. Each file server operates
using a file system that maintains consistent
state after each file server request. On
failover, the second file server can perforn
those fi1le server requests in its file server
request log since the most recent consistent

state. There 1s no single point of failure
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