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(57) Abstract

a ... Absorbent article (or absorbent)

A water absorbent having a diffusion/absorption capacity of at least 25 g/g sixty minutes after starting
absorption and a water-solubles content of more than O to 7 wt.%. It is produced by conducting an aqueous solution
polymerization of a hydrophilic unsaturated monomer mainly comprising acrylic acid at least 50 mole % of which
has been neutralized, followed by surface cross-linking of the obtained water absorbent precursor under specified
conditions in the presence of a dispersant and a cross-linking agent comprising a specified principal cross-linking
component comprising an ester of a specified polyhydric alcohol with a specified unsaturated carboxylic acid and
a high-boiling component having at least two skeletons of the above alcohol in its molecule. The obtained water
absorbent has a high diffusion/absorption capacity and a low water-solubles content, is reduced in the release of the
absorbed aqueous liquid after the lapse of time, and retains a very high capability of liquid diffusion and a stable

capacity of water absorption for long.
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