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This invention relates to the art of sup-
ports for small flags such as are employed to
designate a car as a part of a funeral pro-
cession and refers particularly to means for

i§ removably attaching a flag to some part of
the car such as the fender. It is a primary
object of my invention to provide a structure
of the nature above indicated which may be
attached to and disengaged from a fender of

10 the car by operating a clamp without the ne-
cessity of having to employ screws and bolts
or the like. Another important object of
the invention is to provide a very simple

_structure which may be readily formed and

18 produced at a low cost of production and
which will remain operative over a long
period of time.

Further advantages of the invention re-
side in the carrying of the flag directly upon

20 the clamp operating member, and the means
for retaining the flag on a metal rod, and in
the ability to use the device upon either a
straight side or sloping side of a fender.

These and other objects and advantages,

28 such as the formation of the entire supporting

structure out of wire, will become apparent
to those versed in the art in the following
description of the preferred form of the in-
vention as illustrated by the accompanying
.30 drawing, in which : :

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary side elevation of
a device embodying my invention;

Fig. 2, a fragmentary end elevation, and

Fig. 8, a fragmentary top plan view.

Like characters of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several views in the
drawing. ‘

The clamping mechanism is formed from

_ o single piece of wire. Beginning with one

end of the wire and tracing it throughout the
clamp to the other end, one end begins at the
inner hook 10 from which the wire extends
inwardly and thence is bent at right angles
. and carried to the right a short distance to be
%% pent upwardly and thence around and back
to below this short length to form a circular
eye 11 to be in a vertical plane. The wire is
carried around and vertically downward
. from the inner under side of this eye 11 to
% £orm the leg 12. From the lower end of this

B

leg 12 the wire is continued and carried
around circularly to form the coil 13 from the
rear side of which the wire is again carried
upwardly back of the leg 12 for a distance
somewhat less than one-half the length of 66
the leg 12 and is then bent angularly for-
wardly to pass outwardly on the left side of
theleg 12, then upwardly a short distance and
back rearwardly to form the forwardly di-
rected loop 14. The wire is carried back- 0
wardly on the top side of this loop and then
bent upwardly to continue in a line with that
part of the wire which extends upwardly
from the rear side of the coil 13 and is car-
ried upwardly and then bent laterally out- 68
ward and around circularly to form an eye 15

in a plane parallel to but back of the eye 11
and of the same size and at the same elevation.
From the inner side of this eye 15 the wire
extends horizontally to form the tie 16 and 70
is carried across in the plane of the eye 15
to be bent upwardly and around circularly
to form an eye 17 in the same plane, the same
size as, and at the same elevation of the eye
15. In forming this eye 17 the wire is car-
ried around and back inwardly and thence
bent downwardly a short distance to be bent
angularly forwardly in parallel and spaced
apart relation with the top side of the loop 14 .
and then is bent downwardly and rearwardly 80
again to form the loop 18 which corresponds
exactly in form and size to the loop 14. From
the rear end of the under side of this loop 18
the wire is bent downwardly to continue in
the same line as that of the wire which joins
the loop from the upper side and is coiled
around from its lower end to form the coil
19 to correspond with the coil 13. From the
forward side of this coil 19 the wire is con-
tinued vertically upward to form the leg 20
to be in parallel alignment with the leg 12.
This leg 20 extends upwardy on the outer
side of the loop 18 and from its upper end
the wire is bent outwardly and circularly
around inwardly to form the eye 21 to be in
the same plane as that of the eye 11 and to
be at the same elevation and have the same
size. ‘From the upper inner side of this eye
21 the wire is carried horizontally inwardly
to under that part of the first end of the wire
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which extends from the hook 10 and is then
bent angularly outward to pass under and
out beyond the hook 10 to terminate in the
backturned hook 22. .
Those parts of the ends of the wire which
contact one with another adjacent the hooks
10 and 22 aré welded together so that the
hooks 10 and 22 are held in fixed positions
relative to each other and the eyes 11 and 21
are likewise held in fixed relation one to the
other. In each of the eyes 11, 15, 17 and 21
is positioned an elastic rubber grommet 23
which has an annular groove into which the
wire forming the eye may fit to have flanges
of the grommet extending outwardly there-
beyond. The coils 13 and 19 form' torsion
springs which normally swing the upturned
ends of the wire at the back sides of these
coils to a rearwardly disposed position which
causes the forward sides of the loops 14 and
18 to be brought backwardly to near the legs
12 and 20 and also to have the back eyes 15
and 17 spaced rearwardly from the forward
eyes 11 and 21. '
e I form a flag staff 24 from a piece of rela-
" tively heavy wire and form a foot on the
lower end of this staff by bending the wire
from which it is made at right angles thereto
and then curving the wire around rearwardly
36 to form a loop 25 to be in a plane at right
angles to the axis of the wire above. From
the back side of this loop 25 the wire is car-
ried across in the same plane to be bent

around forwardly and inwardly to form an-

other loop 26 of the same size and shape and
in the same plane as that of the loop 25, both
loops being symmetrically spaced from the
axis of the staff 24. The inner end of the
. wire forming the loop 26 is curved around
4 outwardly to form a slight hook 27. In form-
ing the loop 25, that part of the wire which
is on the forward side of the loop slopes at
an angle outwardly from the lower end of
the staff 24 to carry the lower end of the staff
adjacent that part of the wire which extends
across between the two loops whereby both
of the forward sides of the outer ends of the

45

loops 25 and 26 extend forwardly beyond

the axis of the staff 24.

The two loops 14 and 18 are pressed for-
wardly of the respective legs 12 and 20 and
are sprung apart laterally sufficiently to have
the loop 26 entered through the loop 14 on
the forward side of the leg 12 -and the loop
25 entered through the loop 18 on the forward
side of theleg 20. In this position the staff 24
normally extends outwardly at right angles
to the legs 12 and 20 by having the under
sides of the loops 25 and 26 rest against the
legs 12 .and 20. Now by grasping the staff
24 and rockirig it upwardly and back toward
the hooks 10 and 22, the loops 25 and 26 are
correspondingly shifted to have their back
sides pressed against the legs 12 and 20 and

65 their forward sides brought around against
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the inner sides of the loops 14 and 18, where-
by, by reason of the distance between the
opposite sides of the loops 25 and 26 the
loops 14 and 18 will be drawn forwardly in
relation to the legs 12 and 20 to correspond-
ingly bring the eyes 15 and 17 forward to
have the grommets therein compressively en-
gage against the grommets in the front eyes

11 and 21 overcoming the backward pull set .

up by the coil springs 13 and 19. The staff
24 may be engaged back of either of the hooks
22 or 10 to retain the members in the position
just described. .

A flag 28 has a hem 29 formed along one

vertical edge thereof into which is inserted ¢
a spacing wire 80. The upper end of this

wire 30 1s hooked around through a hole
through the shaft below the head 31 and ex-
tends downwardly a short distance from this
hook and then is bent around upwardly to
form a loop 32 from the upper end of which
the wire is bent sharply downwardly again to
extend throughout the length of the hem 29.
The lower end of the wire 30 is bent sharply

'
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upwardly and thence outwardly and down- i

wardly to form the loop 33 from the outer
side of which the wire extends downwardly
by the free end 34. By passing the loop 32
outwardly through the cloth toward the up-
per end of the hem 29, and pulling the flag
downwardly to stretch it to have the free end
34 passing out through the cloth toward
the lower end of the hem and then releasing
the flag, the flag will be stretched between

the loops 82 and 33 and thus have the hem 29 &5

maintained in a stretched position along the
staff 24. The flag 28 may be easily removed
when worn and soiled by simply pulling
down the flag to disengage it from the loop
33 and slipping the head 31 off of the shaft 24

have the flag slipped upwardly from off of the
wire 30. The head 81 is preferably retained
on the upper end of the shaft 24 by pressing
the head over the end of the shaft 24 and
then rotating it slightly to cause a barb 35
projecting laterally from the shaft to dig
mto the head and thus prevent accidental
upward displacement thereof. The head 31
is preferably made of wood so that the barb
35 may embed itself therein upon rotation.
In attaching the device to the car, the staff
24 is shifted laterally sufficiently to disen-
gage it from under the hooks 10 and 22 and
1s rocked around to the outer position to per-
mit the front and rear pairs of grommets
to be spaced apart by the action of the coils
13 and 19 following which the clamp is
slipped up from the under side of the skirt
of a fender 36, Fig. 2, to have the grommets
carried between eyes 11 and 21 on the outer
side and the grommets carried between eyes
15 and 17 on the iriner side of the skirt follow-
ing which the shaft 24 is then rocked up-
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/to permit the flag and spaced wire 30 to be
‘removed from the shaft 24 and finally to
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wardly and rearwardly to draw the grom-

mets compressively against the respective
‘sides of the fender skirt and is engaged under

the hook 10 if the skirt is vertically disposed
as indicated or is engaged under the hook
22 if the skirt extends outwardly at an angle
whereby the staff 24 is positioned verticall
in either case. The combined forward pu
on the loops 14 and 18 causes the respective
grommets to be drawn together to grip the
fender skirt sufficiently to hold the clamp
securely against slippage under vibration as
the car may travel over rough roads. By
reason of the elastic grommets, a yielding
grip is maintained on the fender skirt and
no damage is done to the finish thereof.

The flag staff 24 is preferably formed to
have an offset therein produced by the re-
versed bends 87 and 38 so that the staff may

; be grasped by the operator about the portion

between these bends when the clamp is being
applied to or removed from the fender. The
offset provides a gripping section whereby
the staff- may be held against rotation so
that, by one hand, the operator may bring
the grommets up on the respective sides of
the fender skirt, raise the staff and engage
it under one of the hooks 10 or 22. ‘

While I have here shown and described my
invention in the preferred form, it is obvious
that structural variations may be made with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention
and I therefore do not desire to be limited to
that precise form beyond the limitations that
may be imposed by the following claims.

I claim: ‘ .

1. In a flag holder, a clamping device hav-
ing front and rear clamping members, a flag
staff, a staff engaging hook fixed relative to
one of said clamping members, a loop fixed
relative to an opposing clamp member, a leg
extending from seid one clamp member ad-
jacent said loop, & foot on said staff inserted
in said loop having a greater width than
height whereby the staff may be rocked to
shift said loop by rotation of the foot and
may be engaged by said hook, and means

for retaining a flag on said staff.

2. In o fiag holder, a pair of front clamp-

" ing eyes, a pair of rear clamping eyes, front

and rear eye connecting means comprising
members carried downwardly from the front
eyes and back upwardly to form loops extend-

. ing outwardly along aside of the downturned

~ portions and thence on up.to the rear eyes,

a flag staff, a foot on the staff entered through
said loops in front of said downturned por-
tions, said foot having a greater dimension

. laterally than vertically of the axis of the

staff, and 2 hook fixed to the forward eyes to
engage said staff. '

3. In a flag holder, a pair of front clamp-
ing eyes, a pair of rear clamping eyes, front

. and rear eye connecting means comprising

members carried downwardly from the front

\\\
3

eyes and back upwardly to form loops extend-
ing outwardly along aside of the downturned

- portions and thence on up to the rear eyes, a

flag staff, a foot on the staff entered through

said loops in front of said downturned por- -

tions, said foot having a greater dimension
laterally than vertically of the axis of the
staff, and a hook fixed to the forward eyes
to engage said staff, elastic cushion mem-
bers held by said eyes, and springs at the
lower ends of said connecting members tend-
ing to rock apart said pairs of clamping eyes.

4. In a flag holder, a flag staff, a flag hav-
ing a hem, a flag staff head, and a flag spread-
er comprising a wire passing through the staff
under the head and bent down and passed
through the wall of the hem and thence up
inside of the hem and then down to the bot-
tom of the hem and thence up and through
the wall of the hem and down outside of the
hem to hold the flag taut along the flag staff.

5. In a flag holder, a wire formed clamp-
ing member formed from a single length of
wire bent to form an eye, a leg extending
downwardly from the eye, a torsion spring
at the lower end of the leg, a length ex-
tending upwardly and rearwardly from the
leg, a forwardly extending loop in said
length adjacent said leg, an eye on the upper
end of said length back of said first eye, a
transverse length extending from the sec-
ond eye, a third eye at the end of the trans-
verse length, a length extending downward
from the third eye, a forwardly extending
loop in the downward length arranged in
parallel spaced apart relation to said first
loop, a torsion spring at the lower end of
said last length, a leg extending upwardly
from said spring past said loop, an eye on
the upper end of said last leg in front of said
third eye and in the plane of the first eye, and
a hook extending forwardly from between
the first and fourth eyes.

6. Ina ﬂa% holder, & wire formed clamp-
ing member formed from a single length of
wire bent to form an eye, a leg extending
downwardly from the eye, a torsion spring
at the lower end of the leg, a length extending
upwardly and rearwardly from the leg, a

-forwardly extending loop in said length ad-

jacent said leg, an eye on the upper end of
said length back of said first eye, a trans-
verse length extending from the second eye,
a third eye at the end of the transverse
length, a length extending downward from
the third eye, a forwardly extending loop in
the downward length arranged in parallel
spaced apart relation to said first loop, a
torsion spring at the lower end of said last
length, a leg extending upwardly from said
spring past said loop, an eye on the upper
end of said last leg in front of said third eye
and in the plane of the first eye, and a hook
extending forwardly from between the first
and fourth eyes, and a clamp operating mem-
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ber comprising a wire having a foot bent from
one end thereof in the shape of opposing loops
in a common plane normal to the axis of the

wire, one of said foot loops being inserted

through one of said clamp loops in front of
its adjacent leg and the other foot loop
through the other clamp loop in front of

_its adjacent leg, whereby rocking of the op-

erating member will shift the plane of its
foot to bring said loops thereof to horizontal-
ly disposed positions to carry said clamp
loops forwardly of their adjacent legs, said
hook being adapted to receive said operating
member thereunder. .

7. In a flag holding device, a pair of oppos-
ing clamping members, & connecting member
between the clamping members substantially
U-shaped, a loop formed in one of the legs of
the connecting member directed forwardly
along the side of the other, an operating mem-
ber comprising a shaft and a foot on the
shaft inserted through said loop in front of
said other leg,
width in its plane normal to the shaft than
its thickness in the opposite direction, and a
hook extending from one of said clamping
members under which said shaft may be en-
gaged. , :

8. In a flag holding device, a pair of op-
posing clamping members, a connecting mem-
ber between the clamping members substan-
tially U-shaped, a loop formed in one of the
legs of the connecting member directed for-
wardly along the side of the other, an oper-
ating member comprising a shaft and a foot
on the shaft inserted through said loop in
front of said other leg, said foot having a
gredter width in its plane normal to the shaft
than its thickness in the opposite direction,
and a hook extending from one of said clamp-
ing members under which said shaft may be
engaged, said connecting member being elas-
tic to form a spring between the legs thereof
and normally carrying said loop back to press
said foot against said other leg.

9. In a flag holding device, two pairs of op-
posing clamping members, a connecting mem-
ber between each of the clamping members in
each pair substantially U-shaped and having
a forwardly turned loop in one of its legs di-
rected along the side of the other leg, a trans-
verse bar interconnecting and rigidly spacing
apart corresponding clamping members in
the two pairs, and a second bar transversely
extending between and spacing apart the cor-
responding opposing clamping ‘members, a
shaft, a foot on the shaft having an extension
to either side of the shaft entered through

. the respective loops of said connecting mem-

85

bet in front of the adjacent legs, said exten-
sions having widths exceeding their heights,

and a hook extending from one of said trans- -

verse bars under which said shaft may be en-
gaged. S
10. Ina flag holding device, two pairs of op-

said foot having a greater
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nosing clamping members, a connecting mem-
ber between each of the clamping members in
each pair substantially U-shaped and having
a forwardly turned loop in one of its le

directed along the side of the other leg, a
transverse bar interconnectinF and rigidly
spacing apart corrésponding clamping mem-

‘bers in the two pairs, and a second bar trans--

versely extending between and spacing apart
the corresponding opposing clamping mem-
bers, a shaft, a foot on the shaft having an ex-
tension to either side of the shaft entered
through the respective loops of said connect-
ing member in front of the adjacent legs, said
extensions - having widths exceeding their
heights, and a hook extending from one of
said transverse bars under which said shaft
may be engaged, each of said connecting
members having a coil spring connection be-
tween the lower ends of the legs forming the
members. ’

11. In a flag holding device, a pair of op-
posing clamping members, a connecting mem-
ber between the clamping members substan-
tially U-shaped, a loop formed in one of the
legs of the connecting member directed for-
wardly along the side of the other, an oper-
ating member comprising a shaft and a foot
on the shaft inserted through said loop in
front of said other leg, said foot having a

‘greater width in its plane normal to the shaft
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than its thickness in the opposite direction, -

and a hook extending from one of said clamp-
ing members under which said shaft may be
engaged, said shaft having an offset formed
therein above said hook, by means of which
offset said device may be grasped and held
against rotation to permit the device to be
operated by one hand. A v
In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
o WALTER L. SHIRLEY.
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