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To all, whom it may concern: 
l3e it known that I GEORGE W. LEBOLT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Bottle - Capping Machines, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to machines for cap 

ping bottles. 
The object of my invention is to produce 

a simple and efficient machine for applying 
tin foil caps to bottles so that they will fit 
or cling closely, smoothly and without folds 
thereto and give to the capped bottle a fin 
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ished appearance. Iaccomplish this object in 
the following manner: I mount upon a re 
volving shaft a series of rollers (some of which 
are preferably soft or folding rollers and some 
hard or finished rollers) adapted to rotate 
around the neck of the bottle and press or 
fold the cap into close contact therewith and 
Said rollers being permitted to yield outward 
to accommodate the varying form or shape 
of the bottle neck to be capped. 
The invention will be more fully under 

stood by reference to the accompanying draw 
ings and in which similar letters of reference 
indicate like parts throughout the several 
figures. . 

I have shown at Figure 1 a side elevation 
of a machine embodying my invention, at 
Fig. 2 a partial front view, at Fig. 3 a central 
longitudinal section of the capping head and 
at Fig. 4 a section taken online 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
In the drawings. A represents the frame of 

the machine, A’ the drive wheel and A* the 
foot treadle, 
B is the revolving shaft carrying a disk B°. 

In said disk B° are a series of bell crank 
levers B. pivoted at b carrying rollers b' at 
their outer ends adapted to rotate around the 
neck of the bottle and press or fold the tin 
foil cap into perfect and smooth contact there 
with. The short arm b° of levers B° extend 
radially outward and are operated upon on 
one side by the plate or disk B which is held 
in contact therewith by a spring B. This 
construction allows the rollers to yield out 

ward against a spring pressure, the move 
ment outward of the rollers causing the short 5o 
arm b° of levers B° to move the plate B back 
ward and compress the spring B. Upon the 
opposite side of the short arms b'I place a 
movable ring Chaving a series of cams c, one 
for each of the arms b, which act as adjust 
able stops for limiting the inward movement 
of the rollers. a 
D is a guide or support for holding and cen 

tering the bottle to be capped so that the same 
may be laid in the support and entered be 
tween the capping rollers by sliding the bot 
tle and support forward upon the guide rods 
D' until the rollers have passed the entire 
length of the cap. I find that the rollers re 
volving around the bottle neck while the bot 
tle is brought forward and back again, are 
generally sufficient to fold or press the cap 
firmly upon the neck of the bottle. 
Motion is given the shaft B from the drive 

wheel A' by means of the belt a and pulley 
a' upon the shaft B. 
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1. In a capping machine, the combination 
with the revolving shaft of capping rollers 
mounted upon bell crank levers pivoted at 
right angles to said shaft, and a spring en 
gaging one side of the short arm of said lever 
to force the rollers inward, and adjustable 
stops upon the opposite side of said arm to 
limit the inward movement of the rollers, sub 
stantially as specified. - 

2. In a capping machine, the combination 
with the revolving shaft of capping rollers 
mounted upon bell crank levers pivoted at 
right angles to said shaft, and a spring sur 
rounding said shaft and engaging one side of 
the short arm of said lever to force the rollers 
inward, and adjustable stops upon the oppo 
site side of said arm to limit the in Ward 
movement of the rollers substantially as 
specified. 

GEORGE W. LEBOLT. 
Witnesses: 

L. E. CURTIs, 
MACK A. CLAFLIN. 
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