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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Winrtiam H. TRAVIS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Philadelphia, Penngylvania, have invented a
certain Improved Desk or Cabinet, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention consists of an improved con-
vertible table, which is more especially de-
signed for use for type-writing purposes.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the tablewith the parts
in position to receive the type-writing or simi-
Iar machine. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of
the same, and Fig. 8 is a similar view with
the parts in position for use as a desk for or-
dinary writing purposes. .

A desk of the ordinary height isnot adapted
foruse with a type-writing or similar machine,
as this would place the latter too high for the
operator. I therefore construct a desk with
two tops of different heights, so that either
¢an be brought into use, as may be desired.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the frame of the
table is composed of the sides A and A” and
the back connecting-board, B, together with
the cross-piece D at the front. Either of the
side boards may be provided with or form
part of a chest of drawers, the side frame A
in the present instance being provided with
steh set of drawers of any suitable or conven-
ient construction. Between the two side
frames arve two movable tops, E and E’, the
former for the reception of the type-writing
or similar machine, while the top E’ can be
brought into use for ordinary writing or other
office worle. 'When the top E’ is broughtinto
position, its upper side is level with and forms
a continuation of the side frames A and the
set of drawers. This movable top E’ is pro-
vided atits sides near the vear end with guide-
pins p, which are adapted to vertical grooves
p’in the side frames, A and A’, the upper
ends of these grooves being curved, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2,s0 as to form supports for the
pins, and consequently for the rear end of the
top B when the latter is drawn out to its hori-
zontal position.

To the front of the top E’ is hinged a flap,
T, which, when the board is moved back out
of the way to the vertical position shown in

Tig. 2, folds up against the said top, an d when
the latter is brought into its horizontal posi-
tion the flap assumes the vertical position
shown in Fig. 8, resting on the eross-piece D,
and forming a support for the front end of
the top E’.

The lower movable top or shelf, E,is carried
by arms or brackets e, Figs. 2 and 3, which
are hinged at ¢’ to the side frames, A and A,
and this shelf or top E is connected at its rear
end by straps, eords, or chains G, which pass
over pulleys H, mounted on the side frames,
A and A’, the other ends of the chains or
straps being connected to the rear end of the
top E’;so that when the said top E is brought
into the horizontal position for using the table
for office work the rear end of the shelf E will
be allowed to drop, and moving on the hinges
¢’ the said shelf will assume the position
shown in Fig. 8, and the type-writing or other
machine, C, carried thereby will be outof the
way, as indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3. Tt
will thus be seen that the sliding top K’ itself
forms a counter-weight for the hinged shelf.

When it is desired to bring the type-writing
machine into use, the top E’ is raised at the
front and brought to a vertical position and
then moved downward to the position shown
in Fig. 2, whereby, through the mediam of the
straps or chains G, the rear end of the shelf E
will be raised and the shelf brought to the
horizontal position shown in Tig. 2, the front
end of the said shelf resting on the cross-
piece D. In other words, the moving of either
of the tops or shelves out of position brings
the other thereby into position. The move-
ment of the lower shelf is such that when it
is raised the type-writing machine thereon is
moved forward toward the front of the desk
as it is elevated. Thig, it will be seen, is due
to the fact that the fulerum or pivoting point
of said shelf is some distance below the level
of the latter when elevated.

The shelf is provided with suitable eatches

toward the rear, so as to keep it in the hori-
zontal position, and in the drawings I have
shown the eatch as consisting of a hinged
hoolk, 1, on the lop of the shelf at one side en-
gaging with a catch on theside frame A, (See
Trig. 1.) T do not limit myself to the particu-
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lar form of catch, however. When the shelf
E is in the depressed position, its rear end is
supported in-a cross-strip, b. The shelf E is
preferably provided on its surface with hooks
or other devices, by which the type-writing or
other machine will be firmly secured thereto.

T claim as my invention—

1. The herein-deseribed table or desk for
type-writing purposes, said table having a

movable top,which,when down,is at the proper

height for use as an ordinary desk, and below
the top a hinged shelf; which, when elevated,
is at the proper height for a type-writing ma-
chine, and connecting devices between the top
and shelf, whereby the moving of one.out of
position brings the other into position, all
substantially as set forth.

2. The herein-described table or desk for
type-writing purposes, said table having a
movable top,which,when down, isatthe proper
height for use as an ordinary desk, and below

the top a hinged shelf, which, when elevated,

is at the proper height for a type-writing ma-
chine, the said shelf being hinged near its
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front, substantially as described, whereby the
front edge of said shelf is moved forward to-
ward the front of the desk as it is elevated,as
and for the purpose described.

3. The herein-described table or desk for
type-writing purposes, said table having a ver-
tically-sliding folding top, which, when hori-
zontal, is at the proper height for use as an
ordinary desk, and below the top a. hinged
ghelf, which, when elevated, is at the proper
height for a type-writing machine, andschains,
straps, or cords connecting the sliding top and
hinged shelf, all substantially as specified.

4, The combination of the side and rear

frames of a desk and cross-strips D with

hinged shelf E and movable top E’, having a
flap, F, as described. )
Intestimony whereof I have sighed my name
tothisspecificationinthe presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.
W. H. TRAVIS,
Witnesses:
ITENRY DBOSSERT,
ITARRY SMITH.
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