- - (No Model.)

I. BERGMAN,
DEVICE FOR HOLDING AND GUIDING THE FINGERS IN WRITING.
No. 282,948. o Patented Aug. 14, 1883.

. INVENTOR

Atlorneys ‘

N. PETERS. Photo-Lithographer. Washington. D. C.




IGNAZ BERGMAN,

OF FORT MADISON, IOWA

DEVICE FOR HOLDING AND GUIDING THE FINGERS IN WRITING.

. ,SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 282,948, dated August 14, 1883,

Applicaltim; filed J une 4, 1883,

To all whom it moy concerw:

Be it known that T, IcNAzZ BERG’VIAN a citi-
zen of - the United States, residing at Fort
Madison, in ‘the county of Lee and State of
Towa, have invented a'new and useful Device
for Holding and Guiding the Fingers in Writ-
ing, of which the following is a specification,
reference bemcr had totheaccompanying draw-

: _IIIU‘S

IO

This invention relates to devices for holding
and guiding the fingers in writing; and it has
for its object to provide a simple and inexpen-

. sive device for the use of penmen, more espe-
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cially for beginners, that will insure-an easy
and correct posmon of the hand while writing.

It consists in the peculiar construction and
arrangement of parts hereinafter par tmulal 1y
set forth and claimed.

Intheaccompanying drawings, Flgure 1rep-
resents a perspective view of myimprovement
applied to the hand of a penman. . Fig. 2 rep-
resents an elevation. of my improvement. Fig.
3 represents a detail view of the sliding finger-
loop.  Fig. 4 is a bottom view of a hand hav-
ing my improved device applied thereto. .

The same letters indicate cmrespondm«r
partsin all the figures.

Referring to the drawings, A desmnates a
metallie rod formed about two inches longer
than the w1dth of the hand, and having each
end rounded,: as shown, Thls rod passes un-

" der, the hand at the point where the fingers
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join with the band, and. at the lower portmn of
therod—say one inch from theend—isattached
a ring, B, which encircles the fourth ﬁngel

C deswn%tes the sliding finger loop or ring,
formed with aloop-shaped extension,¢,through

which the rod A is passed. The ring C en-

circles the first firiger, and by means of the
loose sliding attachment of said ring freemove-
ment of the fingers is permitted, and thus the
hand will not become. cramped. The sliding

attachment of the ring C allows the device to.

be adjusted. to hands of different sizes.

The operation of my invention can be read-
ilyanderstood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the apnexed draw-
ings. In preparing my device for usé the ring

-C'1s passed over the upper end of the rod A

by means- of the extension ¢. The first and
fourth fingers are then inserted through bhe

(No model.)

»1 rings C B, respectively, the second and third

fingers occupying the space between the two™

rings, and all of the fingers covering the entire
rod except. the’ extended. ends D BE. The
lower end, D, forms a rest for the hand against
the paper ir_l writing, and, as seen, the pen-

.holder orpencil rests on the upper end, E, be-

tween the said end and ring C.. The end D is
formed in such a manner that it will not ob-
struet the free use of the hand solong as a cor-
rech position is maintained; but assoon as the
hand is turned too much to the right the ex-
tremity of said-end, striking on the table or
paper, will cause the front of thehand together
with the pen-holder carried thereby, to belifted
from the paper. - Of course the penman can-

not write until he-has assumed the right posi-

tion for the hand,; and thus all tendency to
carelessness .on the part of the pupil will be
avoilded.

As the- correct position of the hand is the
first condition for good penmanship, it is im-
portant that this position be assumed: at once.
In practice it has been found that my device
gives the scholar the correct position without
any practice, and thus the teacher will see bet-
ter results in a shortér time than heretofore.

As shown, the rod A is formed of straight
round brass wire, while all parts of my devme
can be nickel-plated, or otherwise finished to
suit taste or fancy.

It will be seen that my device furnishes
means - for adjusting itself to the size of the

writer’s hand, and while forming a support

for the hand and retaining it in proper position
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said device permits the free use of the fingers

in writing.

My device is s1mple, inexpensive, and eﬂi—'

cient. It does not clamp or bind the fingers
similar to other devices of this class, and will
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prove:of invaluable aid to peninen, and more -

especially to beginners in the study of penman-

ship. ) )
The loop-shaped extension ¢ may be formed

‘of an independent loop or ring swiveled tothe
ring C, 80 as to turn thereon; and it is obvious
'that various other modlﬁmtlons may be made - -

Wlthout departing from the spirit or scope of
my invention.
Having deseribed my invention, T claim-—
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fingers in writing, the rod A, having a ring or
loop, G, which slides freely thereon; for the
purpose set forth.

2. In a device for holding and guiding the

- 5 fingers in writing, the rod A, having a ring,

B, attached to the Iower end, and a sliding loop

or ring, C, fitting over the upper end, as set
forth. C

~. 3. In combination with the rod A, having

10 extended ends D E, thering B, attached to the

lower end, and the sliding loop or ring C,

having extension ¢, through which the rod is’

passed, for the purpose set forth.
4. In combination with the straight metallic
15 rod A, which passes under the hand at the

point where the fingers join with the hand,
said rod having extended ends D E, the ring

B, attached to the lower end, D, and the slid-
ing ring C, having loop-shaped extension c,
through which the upper end of the rod is 20
passed, the end D resting on the paper, and
arranged to prevent writing except in the -
proper position, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 25
presence of two witnesges. _
IGNAZ BERGMAN.

. Witnesses:
Rosr. ScHoLTZ,
NETTIE DOERR.




