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(C. 5-343) 8 Claims, 

This invention relates to outdoor sleeping bags 
of the type adapted to be rolled up into a small 
sized bundle for convenience in carrying and 
adapted to be quickly unrolled and spread out on 
the ground when desired for use. 

It is customary to make such sleeping bags 
With an Outside covering or envelope of canvas, 
duck, oiled silk, or the like, which has been ren 
dered more or less Water-repellant, and to have 
the inside portion or sleeping bag itself made of 
Suitable softer fabric and preferably padded with 
wool, kapok, down or other suitable filler to form 
a soft Warm quilt extending under and Over the 
sleeper. It is also customary to provide an ex 
tension at the head of the underneath portion 
of the outer envelope or covering to constitute a 
head flap which may be supported on sticks 
above the head of the sleeper to form a partial 
protection over the sleeper's face. 
While sleeping bags of the general type above 

described are adequate under ordinary circum 
stances, they do not afford sufficient protection 
in rain or stormy weather, and an additional 
shelter is then necessary, such as that afforded 
by a tent. Furthermore ordinary sleeping bags 
do not give proper protection for the head of 
the sleeper against mosquitos or other insects, 
nor do they give the sleeper protection from the 
sun or afford him any privacy if he desires to 
use the sleeping bag in the daytime. 
In order to provide for such additional protec 

tion, some attempts to combine a sleeping bag 
and tent have previously been made. I have 
found, however, that a fault common to all such 
attempted combinations of this nature, as far as 

have been able to observe, is that they are 
cumbersome, inconvenient, require considerable 
time to set up and take down, and, in general, 
are so much heavier and more bulky than the 
ordinary sleeping bag, that they are impractical 
for carrying in a pack on the back, and thus have 
not met with much success on the market. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

sleeping bag which can readily be converted into 
a storm-proof shelter tent. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

sleeping bag in which the top, section of the 
outer covering may be separated from the main 
sleeping bag portion on three sides and raised 
above said main portion so as to form a sloping 
shelter over the latter. 
A further object is to provide a combined Small 

tent and sleeping bag which may be closed en 
tirely either from the outside or the inside. 
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bag. with a simple means for furnishing com 
plete protection against mosquitos and other 
insects. v 
A further and important object of this inven 

tion is to provide a sleeping bag fulfilling these 
requirements which will be simple and practical 
in construction, easy to set up and adjust, but 
which will weigh little, if any, more than an 
ordinary sleeping bag, and will be just as com 
pact and as easy to roll up and pack as the sleep 
ing bags now in common use. 
These and incidental objects I attain by con 

structing my sleeping bag with certain improve 
ments arranged in the manner hereinafter brief 
ly described with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 shows my improved sleeping bag un 

rolled and stretched on the ground ready for 
use in the same manner as any ordinary sleep 
ing bag, such use being suitable when no addi 
tional shelter or protection is required; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view, drawn to a 
slightly larger scale, of the head end of my sleep 
ing bag showing the top-section of the outer 
covering unfastened and slightly raised to dis 
close the folded side flaps thereunder; 

Figure 3, which is drawn to a smaller scale, 
illustrates the same sleeping bag with the top 
Section of the Outer covering in its extreme 
raised position; - 

Figure 4 is a view corresponding to Figure 3 
showing the tent shelter provided by the outer 
covering of the sleeping bag completely set up 
and with the mosquito netting side flap secured 
in place to provide an insect-proof shelter tent, 
the side storm flap being rolled up out of the 
Way; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view, in perspective, 
drawn to a larger Scale, of the foot end of a 
sleeping bag, showing in more detail the ar 
rangement of the various zipper adjustable and 
interchangeable fastening means constituting an 
important feature of the bag; and 

Figure 6 shows one of the two poles used for 
supporting the head end of the sleeping bag cov 

50 

ering when the same is to be used to form a 
shelter. 

Referring first to Figure 1, my improved sleep 
ing bag includes an outer envelope covering hav 
ing a bottom section , a top section 2 and a 
head-piece extension 3 attached to the head end 
of the bottom section. This outside covering may 
be made of light canvas or of any of the other 

An additional object is to provide a sleeping 55 fabrics from which it is customary to makesim. 
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ilar outer coverings of sleeping bags, and this 
covering should proferably be water-repellant. 
The head-piece 3 has a triangularly-shaped flap 
4 at each side; and, where the flaps 4 join the 
head-piece, hemmed loops 5 are formed in which 
the rope 6 are slidably held. The ropes 6 are 
used for tying the sleeping bag bundle when the 
sleeping bag is rolled up, in the manner custom 
ary with ordinary sleeping bags. These ropes 
also serve a further purpose which will be shown 
later. An end of each rope is preferably formed 
into a spliced loop as at 7. The top section 2 of 
the cover is made with a pair of loops 8 attached 
at the foot end for use in holding the sleeping 
bag in place on the ground when it is to be con 
verted into a shelter. 
The actual sleeping bag or inside portion is 

composed of a padded blanket or quilt 9 which 
is folded over on its center line, one-half serv 
ing as a mattress and the other half. Serving 
as a covering over the sleeper. The mattress 
half is attached to the bottom section of the 
cover at two sides and at the foot, and is also 
secured to the cover at the head end by means of 
snap fasteners or buttons 0, making it possible, 
when these fasteners are unfastened, to insert an 
additional blanket or air mattress between the 
outside cover and this inner purtion. 
The upper-half of the padded blanket 9 is at 

tached to the top section 2 of the cover at the 
foot and is also attached at the head end to the 
top section 2 of the cover by means of snap fas 
teners or buttons by which it is connected 
to a flap 2 of the outer cover. Thus the up 
per-half of the quilt or padded blanket 9 may 
easily be separated from the top section 2 of the 
cover at the head end. The side edge of this 
upper-half of the blanket 9 is attached to a lon 
gitudinal strip 3 extending along the entire side 
of the sleeping bag. This strip f3 is attached 
to the bottom section of the cover by the zipper 
fastening 4, and this zipper fastening continues 
around the foot of the sleeping bag joining the 
top section 2 and bottom section of the cover 
at the foot. Thus the zipper connection 4 
makes it possible to open the sleeping bag out 
entirely for airing. A series of snap fasteners 
may be substituted for the zipper fastening if 
this type of sleeping bag is desired. 
A triangular or wedge-shaped flap Ta (see 

Figure 2) is sewed to one of the adjacent edges 
of the bottom section and top section 2 of the 
covering. When the top section 2 is not used 
as a shelter this wedge-shaped flap fla is folded 
between the top section 2 and the top of the 
padded mattress or blanket 9. When the top 
Section 2 of the covering is not to be used as a 
shelter, that is, when the sleeping bag is to be 
used in the Ordinary manner illustrated in Figure 
1, the top and bottom sections 2 and are con 
nected together at the edge by the zipper fas 
tening 5a, 5b (Figure 2). 
A similar wedge-shaped flap 7 (Figure 2) is 

Sewed to the other side edge of the top section 
2 of the cover. This flap 7 however, unlike the 
corresponding flap \la on the other side, is not 
Sewed to the edge of the bottom section but 
is adapted to be attached to the top of the lon 
gitudinal strip f3 by means of a zipper edge f6c 
(see Figure 5) which may be fastened to the 
Zipper edge 6a at the top edge of the longi 
tudinal strip 3, through the medium of the 
Zipper 6. A secpnd flap 8 has its upper edge 
also Sewed to the top section 2 of the cover in 
side of and adjacent to the flap 7. This inside 
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flap, however, is formed of mosquito netting 
or similar material instead of being formed of 
the same material as the cover and flap . The 
bottom edge of this inner flap 8, which I desig 

' nate as the mosquito flap, also carries a zipper 
edge fid adapted to be joined to the zipper 
edge 6a of the longitudinal strip 3. A fourth 
zipper edge 65 is secured along the outer edge 
of the top section 2 of the cover and likewise 
adapted to cooperate with and be joined to the 
zipper edge f6a. Thus either of the three zip 
per edges 6b, 6c or 6d may be united with the 
zipper edge 6a, by the zipper 6, the three edges 
being interchangeable in the manner common 
to separable and removable zipper fastenings. 
When the top section 2 of the cover is in the 
ordinary position shown in Figure 1, the zipper 
edge 65 is secured to the zipper edge 6a and 
the two flaps f, and f8, like the flap 7b, are 
folded between the top section 2 of the cover and 
the padded blanket 9. When the cover is to be 
raised to form a shelter, the zipper edges 5b 
and f 6b (Figure 2) are unfastened. 
The edge of the flap la (Figure 2) at the 

head of the sleeping bag carries a zipper edge 20b 
adapted to cooperate with the zipper edge 20a 
on one of the flaps for the head-piece 3. The 
corresponding edges of the flaps f, and 8 (see 
also Figure 3) similarly carry Zipper edges 2 fib 
and 2 c respectively adapted to cooperate with 
the zipper edge 2 fa of the other flap 4 on the 
same side of the sleeping bag. The other edges 
of the flaps 4 (Figures 1 and 2) are extended 
slightly as at 22 and carry snap fasteners 23 
adapted to fit cooperating members 24 on the 
sides of the bottom section . 
The bottom section of the cover is made 

with a pair of eyelets 27 at the head and located 
at opposite sides (Figure 2), and a pair of cor 
responding eyelets 28 are carried in the top sec 
tion 2. These eyelets are adapted to accommo 
date the reduced ends 30 of a pair of short 
poles 25, one of which is shown in Figure 6. 
The reduced ends of these poles are inserted in 
the eyelets respectively when the upper Section 
of the sleeping bag cover is to be formed into 
a shelter. . 
As previously mentioned, my improved sleeping 

bag may be used exactly as any ordinary sleep 
ing bag. when no further' shelter is required, but 
when it is desired to have an additional protect 
ing shelter, this may be quickly and easily formed 
out of the cover in my improved sleeping bag. 
To form such a shelter the top section 2 of the 
cover is unfastened on two sides. First the fas 
teners , by which the flap 2 is attached to the 
top of the padded blanket 9, are unfastened. 
Then the zipper edges 5b and 6b (Figure 2) are 
unfastened, making it possible to raise the top 
section 2 of the cover from the rest of the sleep 
ing bag. In order to hold the foot of the sleep 
ing bag in place, a pair of stakes 3 are driven 
into the ground and the loops 8 of the cover 
placed around the stakes. The poles 25 are in 
serted in place as shown in Figure 3, with their 
ends inserted in the eyelets 27 and 28 of the bot 
tom and top sections of the cover, respectively. 
The free end of the head-piece 3 of the cover is 
attached to the flap 2 of the top section 2 by 
means of the cooperating fasteners if and 19 (see 
Figure 2), and similarly the cooperating fas 
teners 23 and 24 are fastened together respec 
tively Securing the extensions 22 of the side 
flaps 4 to the underside of the bottom section . 
For convenience I prefer to make the poles 25 
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in two sections, 25a and 25b, as shown in Figure 6, 
each pole being provided with a metal collar 26 
attached to one of the sections 25b and extending 
beyond the end of that section so as to provide 
a socket into which the other section 25a can 
be inserted. Making each pole in two sections 
in this manner facilitates the packing of the 
poles and the rolling of the sleeping bag into 
a smaller bundle. 

In order to keep the poles 25 in position so 
as to hold the top section 2 of the cover in the 
raised position of Figures 3 and 4, the loop ends 

of the ropes 6 (Figure 1) are slipped over 
the protruding top ends of the poles, and these 
ropes are then fastened around stakes in the 
ground as shown in Figure 4. The zipper-edges 
20a and 20t) (Figure 3) are next secured to 
gether, thus forming a shelter tent open on one 
side, or which could be made similarly to open 
on both sides if desired. 
Assuming that it is desired to use the mosquito 

flap 8 for covering the remaining side of the 
shelter tent, instead of the outer flap 7, the 
outer flap T is rolled up on the outside and 
tied up out of the way by the strings 32 attached 
to the top cover section 2. The zipper edge 6d 
of the mosquito flap f is now connected to the 
zipper edge 6a, by the zipper f6, and finally 
the zipper edge 21a of the head-piece 3 and 
the zipper edge 2 fo of the mosquito flap 8 
will be connected by the zipper 2. The sleeping 
bag shelter is now completely set up and is in 
the form shown in Figure 4. To enter this 
shelter from the outside all that is necessary is to 
unzip the zipper 2 and unzip one of the Zippers 
4 or 6. Unzipping the zipper 4 makes it pos 

sible to get directly into the sleeping bag proper, 
that is, between the two layers of the inner 
padded blanket; while unzipping the Zipper 6 
enables one to get into the shelter on top of 
the top layer of the padded blanket. When one 
is in the shelter tent thus formed and is on 
top of the padded blanket or sleeping bag proper, 
he may get under the cover without again getting 
out from under the shelter by using a Supple 
mentary zipper fastening 29 which I provide in 
the upper portion of the padded blanket 9 as 
shown in Figure 3 and which extends part way 
down the side. 

All the zippers are made with double pull sliders 
or tabs, thus with a handle on each side, So 
that they may be manipulated from either side. 
Consequently the occupant in the tent-like shel 
ter thus formed may seal himself in an insect 
proof shelter when the sleeping bag is set up 
in the manner illustrated in Figure 4, and the 
occupant may lie on top of the padded blanket 
if the weather is warm or may get inside the 
padded blanket without getting outside of the 
shelter or opening the mosquito flap. In case 
of a heavy storm the outer flap may be un 
rolled part way. 

If it is desired to leave the sleeping bag 
set up but protected from the Weather, mosquito 
fiap 8 is rolled up and tied out of the way by 
additional strings (not shown), on the inside 
of the flap similar to the strings 32, and the 
outer flap T is then, fastened down by Securing 
its zipper edge 6c to the zipper edge 6a and 
the zipper edge 2 b to the zipper edge 2 a. 
While I have shown the mosquito flap 8 on 

one side of my sleeping bag only it would of 
course be possible to provide similar double flaps 
on the other side as well, in place of the Sewed 

3 
I consider it sufficient to have the opening flaps 
on one side only. 

. Thus in my invention, by adding very little ex 
... tra material to the cover of the sleeping bag, 

O 
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namely by adding only sufficient material to 
form the side, flaps as described, which additional 
material means only a negligible increase in ex 
pense and weight and practically no increase in 
the bulk in the rolled up sleeping bag, and b. , 
employing a few extra fastenings, which also 
add but little to the expense or weight of the 
finished sleeping bag, I provied a simple practical 
outdoor sleeping bag which can be used in any 
climate and in all kinds of weather. 

It would be possible of course to make various 
modifications in the sleeping bag which I have 
described, without departing from the principles 
of my invention. Thus it would be possible to 
Substitute other types of fastenings for the zip 
per fastening illustrated and to provide other 
ways for arranging and detaching the flap por 
tions. The form in which I have described and 
illustrated my invention, however, I believe to 
be the most satisfactory for general purposes, 

25 but it is not my intention to limit my invention 
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otherwise than as 
claims. 

I claim: - 

1. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a blanket ar 
ranged so as to form a top blanket section and 
a bottom mattress section, means for fastening 
said sections together, an outer covering com 
prising a bottom portion and a top portion, said 
mattress section attached to said bottom cover 
portion, said top blanket section attached at the 
foot to said top cover portion, said top cover 
portion attachable to said bottom cover portion 
on three sides, wedge-shaped flaps extending be 
tween said top and said bottom cover portions 
at two opposite sides, said flaps normally folded 
in between said top cover portion and said top 
blanket section, but adapted to form the walls of 
a shelter tent when said top cover portion is 
raised from said top blanket section, one of said 
flaps having one longitudinal edge permanently 
Secured to one cover portion and means for de 

Set forth in the attached 

- tachably connecting the other longitudinal edge 
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of Said latter-mentioned flap to the other cover 
portion, a head cover portion secured to the head 
end of said bottom cover portion, means for 
detachably connecting said head portion at the 
sides to the ends of said flaps, respectively, means 
for attaching the top end of said head portion 
to the corresponding head end of said top cover 
portion, and means for holding said top cover 
portion in raised position when said sleeping bag 
is desired also to serve as a shelter tent. 

2. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a blanket ar 
ranged So as to form a top blanket section and 
a bottom mattress section, said sections perma 
nently secured together at one side, means for 
fastening said sections together at the other 
side and at the foot of said sleeping bag, an 
Outer covering comprising a bottom portion and 
a top portion, said mattress section attached to 
Said bottom cover portion, said top blanket sec 
tion attached at the foot to said top cover por 
tion, said top cover portion attachable to said 
bottom cover portion on two sides, wedge-shaped 
flaps extending between said top and said bot 
tom cover portions at both sides, said flaps nor 
mally folded in between said top cover portion 
and Said top blanket section, but adapted to 
form the walls of a shelter tent when said top 

inflap ta. However for all practical purposes 75 cover portion is raised from said top blanket 
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section, one Of said flaps permanently secured 
to said top cover portion and attachable to said 
bottom cover portion, a head cover portion se 
cured to the head end of said bottom cover por 
tion, means for detachably connecting said head 
portion at the sides to the ends of said flaps, 
respectively, and means for attaching the top 
end of said head portion to the corresponding 
head end of said top cover portion. 

3. In art outdoor sleeping bag, a blanket folded 
over on itself and forming a top blanket section 
and a bottom mattress section, means for fas 
tening said sections together at the side opposite 
said fold, an outer cover comprising a bottom 
portion and a top portion, said mattress section 
attached to said bottom cover portion, said, top 
blanket section attached at the foot to said top 
cover portion, said top cover portion attachable 
to said bottom cover portion on two sides, wedge 
shaped flaps extending between said top and said 

0 
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blanket arranged so as to form a top blanket 
section and a bottom mattress section, means 
for fastening said sections together, an outer 
covering comprising a bottom portion and a top 
portion, said mattress section attached to said 
bottom cover portion, said top blanket section 
attached at the foot to said top cover portion, a 
longitudinal strip attached to one side edge of 
Said blanket section, said longitudinal strip at 
tachable to said bottom cover portion, said top 
cover portion attachable to said longitudinal 
strip, wedge-shaped flaps extending between said 

5 

20 
bottom cover portions at both sides, said flaps 
normally folded in between said top cover por 
tion and said top blanket section, but adapted to 
form the walls of a shelter tent when said top 
COver portion is raised from Said top blanket, 
section, the flap on the side opposite said blanket 
fold having one longitudinal edge permanently 
secured to one Cover portion and means for de 
tachably connecting the other longitudinal edge 
of said latter-mentioned flap to the other cover 
portion, a mosquito flap corresponding in shape 
to and located adjacent to said latter-mentioned 
flap, one longitudinal edge of said mosquito flap 
permanently secured to one cover portion and 
means for detachably connecting the other lon 
gitudinal edge of said mosquito flap to the other 
cover portion, a head cover portion secured to 
the head end of said bottom cover portion, means 
for detachably connecting said head portion at 
the sides to, the ends of said first-mentioned 
flaps, respectively, and means for detachably 
Connecting said head cover portion to said mos 
quito flap. V 

4. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a blanket folded 
Over on itself and forming a top blanket section 
and a bottom mattress section, an outer covering 
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Comprising a bottom portion and a top portion, 
said mattress section attached to said bottom 
COver portion, said top cover portion attachable 
to said bottom cover portion on three sides, 
Wedge-shaped flaps extending between said top 
and Said bottom cover portions at two opposite 
sides, said flaps normally folded in between said 
top cover portion and said top blanket section, 
but adapted to form the walls of a shelter tent 
when said top cover portion is raised from said 
top blanket section, the flap on the side oppo 
site said blanket fold permanently secured to 
Said top cover portion and attachable to said 
bottom cover portion, a mosquito flap corre 
Sponding in shape to and located adjacent to 
said latter-mentioned flap, said mosquito flap 
permanently secured to said top cover portion, 
means for detachably connecting said mosquito 
flap to said bottom cover portion, a head cover 
portion secured to the head end of said bottom 
cover portion, means for detachably connecting 
Said head portion at the sides to the ends of 

...said first-mentioned flaps, respectively, and 
means for detachably connecting said head cover 
portion to said mosquito flap, and means for 
attaching the top end of said head portion to 
the corresponding head end of said top cover 
portion. 

5. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a padded 
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top and said bottom cover portions at both sides, 
said flaps normally folded in between said top 
cover portion and said top blanket section, but, 
adapted to form the walls of a shelter tent when 
said top cover portion is raised from said top 
blanket section, one of said flaps permanently 
Secured to said top cover portion, means for de 
tachably connecting said latter-mentioned flap 
to said longitudinal strip, a head cover portion 
Secured to the head end of said bottom cover 
portion, means for detachably connecting said 
head portion at the sides to the ends of said 
flaps, respectively, and means for attaching the 
top end of said head portion to the correspond 
ing head end of said top cover portion. 

6. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a padded blanket 
folded over on itself and forming a top blanket 
Section and a bottom mattress section, an outer 
covering comprising a bottom portion and a top 
portion, said mattress section attached to said 
bottom cover portion, a longitudinal strip at 
tached to the side edge of said blanket section 
Opposite Said fold, said longitudinal strip at 
tachable to said bottom cover portion, said top 
cover portion attachable to said bottom cover 
portion at one side and to said longitudinal strip 
at the other side, wedge-shaped flaps extending 
between said top and said bottom cover portions 
at both sides, said flaps normally folded in be 
tween said top cover portion and said top blanket 
section, but adapted to form the walls of a shelter 
tent when said top cover portion is raised from 
Said top blanket section, the flap on the side 
Opposite said blanket fold permanently secured 
to said top cover portion, means for detachably 
connecting said latter-mentioned flap to said 
longitudinal strip, a head cover portion secured 
to the head end of said bottom cover portion, 
means for detachably connecting said head por 
tion at the sides to the ends of said flaps, respec tively. 

7. In an outdoor sleeping bag, a blanket folded 
Over on itself and forming a top blanket section 
and a botton mattress section, an outer cover 
ing comprising a bottom portion and a top por 
tion, said mattress section attached to said bot 
tom cover portion, a longitudinal strip attached 
to the side edge of said blanket section opposite 
said fold, said longitudinal strip attachable to 
said bottom cover portion, wedge-shaped flaps 
extending between said top and said bottom cover 
portions at both sides, said flaps normally folded 
in between said top cover portion and said top 
blanket section, but adapted to form the walls of 
a shelter tent when said top cover portion is 
raised from said top blanket section, the flap on 
the side opposite said blanket fold permanently 
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Secured to Said top cover portion, means for de 
tachably connecting said latter-mentioned flap to 
said longitudinal strip, a mosquito flap corre 
Sponding in shape to and located adjacent to said 
latter-mentioned flap, said mosquito flap perma 
nently secured to said top cover portion, means 
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for detachably connecting said mosquito flap to 
said longitudinal strip. 

8. In an outdoor sleeping bag of the character 
described, a bottom section and a top section, a 
top cover extending Over said top section, said top 
cover attachable to said bottom section on three 
sides, wedge-shaped flaps extending between said 
top cover and said bottom Section at two oppo 
site sides, said flaps normally folded in between 
said top cover and said top section, but adapted 
to form the walls of a shelter tent when said top 
cover is raised from said top section, One of Said 

5 
flaps having one longitudinal edge attached to 
the edge of said top cover and means for detach 
ably connecting the other longitudinal edge to 
the corresponding edge of said bottom section, a 
head cover portion detachably connecting the 
head ends of said botton section and said top 
cover, means for detachably connecting said head 

10 

portion at one side to the adjacent end of said 
One of said flaps, and means for holding said top 
cover in raised position when said sleeping bag is 
desired also to serve as a shelter tent. 

JAMES O. RANKEN. 


