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TISSUE DISPENSER

SUMMARY OF THE RELATED ART

[0001] Facial tissue is sold and packaged in a number of
ways. In fact, companies often spend a great deal of money
and effort designing attractive, convenient packages for
tissues.

[0002] Tissue dispensers are often designed both for con-
venience in stacking in store displays and also for conve-
nient use in the home. For both these purposes, tissue
dispensers typically are designed with a large, stable foot-
print. Accordingly, when a consumer takes a tissue from the
container, the container does not tip over or fall.

[0003] Convenience can also be extremely important for a
tissue dispenser. Accordingly, pocket-size travel tissue dis-
pensers are common. These tissue dispensers are rectangular
in shape and include flexible packaging. The design focuses
on portability. Accordingly, the dispensers are made to lay
flat, and to fit in a pocket or purse. The flexibility increases
ease and comfort when a consumer carries the packet in a
pocket.

[0004] One company has introduced a square tissue box
having external dimensions of about 47 inches length and
width, with a depth of about 1% inches. This box may be
placed in the side pockets of the interior of a front door of
an automobile, or squeezed between the front seat and dash
console of an automobile. This dispenser is a “fluff-up”
dispenser, where an edge of the next tissue to be dispensed
sticks out from the container.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] According to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a tissue container is disclosed that holds a plurality of
tissues. According to this embodiment, the tissue container
includes a substantially stiff body that substantially encircles
the tissues, and the body is shaped to fit in a cup holder. The
tissue container may be shaped like a beverage container,
such as a coffee cup, mug or soda can. According to one
embodiment, the body is open at the top, and tissues may be
accessed through the top.

[0006] According to another embodiment of the present
invention, a tissue container for holding tissues is disclosed.
According to this embodiment, the body of the tissue
container is shaped like a beverage container.

[0007] According to another embodiment of the present
invention, a method of dispensing tissues is disclosed.
According to this method, a tissue dispenser that is shaped
to fit in a cup holder is provided. A plurality of tissues are
placed in the dispenser so that an edge of each tissue is
located near the top of the dispenser, and tissues are removed
through the top of the dispenser.

[0008] According to another embodiment of the present
invention, a method of dispensing tissues is disclosed.
According to this method, a tissue dispenser cover is pro-
vided, the cover being shaped to fit in a cup holder. A tissue
dispenser containing a plurality of tissues is also provided.
The tissue dispenser is placed in the tissue dispenser cover,
and tissues are dispensed from the dispenser.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0009] FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention.
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[0010] FIG. 2 illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 1, with
a cap removed.

[0011] FIG. 3 illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 1 with
a lift flap removed.

[0012] FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of the
embodiment of FIG. 1.

[0013] FIG. 4A illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention, shaped gener-
ally like a coffee cup.

[0014] FIG. 4B illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention, shaped gener-
ally like a soda can.

[0015] FIG. 4C illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention, incorporating
another mechanism for accessing tissues within the con-
tainer.

[0016] FIG. 4D illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention, having a gen-
erally rectangular footprint.

[0017] FIG. 4E illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention, with fluff-up
dispensing.

[0018] FIG. 4F illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 4E,
with a tissue ready to be dispensed.

[0019] FIG. 5 illustrates a tissue box cover according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

[0020] FIG. 6 illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 5, with
a cap opened.

[0021] FIG. 6A illustrates a side view of the embodiment
of FIG. 5.

[0022] FIG. 6B illustrates a bottom view of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 5.

[0023] FIG. 7 illustrates a tissue box cover according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

[0024] FIG. 8 illustrates a tissue box cover according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0025] Use of automobiles (including cars, vans and
trucks) has become a staple of everyone’s lives. People are
spending increasing amounts of time in their cars and are
expecting more from them. For example telephones and CD
players have been incorporated into cars.

[0026] Currently, no good solution exists for dispensing
tissues in a car. Tissue dispensers sold for home use are too
bulky for use in an automobile. In addition, there is seldom
a convenient place to set such a box. Missing from the art is
a convenient tissue dispenser that is easy to use and which
remains stable in a car. While one solution is to build some
sort of special mechanism into the car to hold tissue, this can
be both expensive and unattractive. Ideally, the tissue dis-
penser does not require any expensive or unattractive modi-
fication to the structure of the car.

[0027] Pocket-size tissue containers, having soft and clear
wrapping, are not aesthetically pleasing for use in a car as a
stand-alone object. In addition, pocket-size tissue containers
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require use of both hands to efficiently dispense a tissue. One
hand is required to hold the plastic wrapping, while the other
hand flips a sticky flap on the container back to extract a
tissue. A stable platform for locating the pocket-size tissue
containers, permitting easy access by the driver of the
automobile may be difficult to find.

[0028] The square tissue box for use in the door pocket of
a car or for placement in the space between the front seats
and the transmission console also have proved inadequate.
First, the boxes are designed to “fluff-up.” As a result, when
the box is full of tissues, the first few tissues can be difficult
to remove (because of the friction within the box). In
addition, tissues hang over the edge of the box after the first
one has been dispensed. This is both unattractive and can
result in the tissue getting dirty before it is dispensed for use.

[0029] More important, the tissue box cannot be located in
a convenient place. The box only fits sideways into a door
pocket. The door pocket can be difficult to reach, particularly
for a passenger who is not the driver. In addition, there is no
place located in the rear of the car for conveniently locating
the box. Finally, the door pocket can be located too low for
convenient use or may be so deep as to interfere with
accessing tissues.

[0030] Various embodiments of the present invention
solve some or all of the above problems, as well as others,
as will become apparent from the detailed description below.

[0031] FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 1 shows a tissue container 11. The tissue
container may be made from stiff paper, cardboard, plastic or
some other substantially rigid material.

[0032] The tissues are located on the interior of tissue
container 11. In this particular embodiment, standard
pocket-size folded tissues may be used, approximately 4%
inches by 2% inches, arranged in a % inch stack. Tissue
container 11 includes two different alternatives for accessing
tissues held within the container 11. For the first, a perfo-
ration 12 in the container 11 is included. This permits cap 18
to be removed. The cap 18 may be separated from the
remainder of the container 11 by pulling a pull tab 13. The
pull tab 13 is connected to a string which would tear
container 11 along perforated line 12.

[0033] FIG. 2 illustrates the tissue container 11 with the
cap 18 removed. As shown in FIG. 2, the tissue 20 is
included within the container 11.

[0034] Tissue 20 can be folded in any of a variety of ways,
apparent to one of skill in the art. The tissue is folded to a
size to fit within the container 11.

[0035] Container 11 is sized to fit within a cup holder
typically found in automobiles. Thus, container 11, in one
embodiment, is cylindrical. The diameter of tissue container
11 (at least at its lower portion) is sized to fit within
automobile cup holders. The particular diameter may be less
than about four inches. Preferably, the diameter of the lower
portion is less than 2% inches, to accommodate most car
cup-holders. The height of the container is selected to
accommodate the tissue, and may be about 4%z inches. The
portion sized to fit in a car cup-holder may extend for the
bottom 1% inches of the container—to fit fully in a standard
cup-holder. In the embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, the
diameter is uniform along the height of the tissue container.
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[0036] As can be seen in FIG. 2, tissues may be accessed
from the top of the tissue container 11. This particular
embodiment permits tissues to be removed from the con-
tainer with ease. Thus, when the container 11 is located in an
automobile cup holder, a single hand can easily remove a
tissue from the container.

[0037] As discussed below, according to another aspect of
this invention, the container can be shaped like a beverage
can. Since most automobile cup holders are designed to
securely hold a beverage can, this can assure that the tissue
container 11 has a shape appropriate for use in an automo-
bile. The container can also be shaped like a coffee cup or
a coffee mug. These embodiments are attractive and also
serve to ensure that the container fits within the cup-holder.

[0038] Returning to FIG. 1, a second mechanism is pro-
vided for accessing tissue contained within container 11. A
lift flap 19 is defined in cap 18 by perforated lines 14. For
convenience, an opening 16 permits a consumer to grasp lift
flap 19 from front edge 15 of the lift flap 19. To prevent
tissue within container 11 from getting dirty, opening 16
preferably is covered with plastic. For a container 11 holding
dry facial tissue, this plastic can line just the cap 18, or even
be secured with an adhesive only to the front of the cap 18.
If moist tissue (such as diaper wipes) is held within container
11, then the plastic lining may, where appropriate, cover the
entire interior of container 11. This can be used to keep the
container dry (e.g., where the container is made of pressed
paper or cardboard) and also prevents the moist tissue from
drying out.

[0039] FIG. 3 shows the tissue container 11 with the 1ift
flap 19 removed. As shown at 16, the plastic band forms
around the interior of the vertical portion of cap 18. Where
moist tissue is used, the plastic liner may be attached and the
plastic liner covers the whole interior of the container 11, the
plastic liner may be attached to the lift flap with an adhesive
and perforated so that this portion of the liner is removed
along with the lift flap 19.

[0040] The perforations 14 may be arranged in cap 18 to
leave sides 31 on the container portion 11 when the lift flap
19 is removed. This holds tissues in the container in the
event that the container should fall, while still allowing the
consumer to remove tissue 20 with ease and with only one
hand. In another embodiment, the lift flap 19 can be flexibly
connected to the rear of the tissue box. This would permit the
lid to be kept, to cover the tissues when no tissue is being
taken from the container.

[0041] Returning to FIG. 1, the tissue container may
include one or more additional mechanisms for stabilizing
the container within a car. As described above, one such
mechanism is the shape of the container—shaped to be
securely held in an automobile cup holder. In addition, the
container 11 includes a flap 17a. The flap 174 is securely
affixed (using an adhesive or laminated) at 17c. A light
adhesive holds the remainder of the flap 174 to the container
11. A pull flap 175 may be left unsecured, to make it easier
to loosen the bulk of the flap 17a from container 11.

[0042] FIG. 4 illustrates the two positions of the flap 17a.
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the container of FIG. 1.
The container 11 has a cap 18 (which is shown as still
attached in FIG. 4, but which could be removed during use).
Tissue 20 is contained within the container 11. As shown at
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43, the container may have folded material at the bottom
and/or top as a way of manufacturing the cylindrical con-
tainer with sides and a bottom.

[0043] As originally configured, the flap is in the position
shown at 42. The consumer can pull at flap 175 to loosen the
flap from the container. Flap 17b may be rigid to assist in
pulling the flap from container 11 and for use of the flap to
hold the container in a car.

[0044] The flap is shown in an open position at 41. As
illustrated, the flap remains attached to the container at 24.

[0045] Flap 41 can be used to help secure the tissue
container within an automobile (or elsewhere). Pull flap 17b
can be inserted into a narrow opening (such as an ash tray,
air vent or at the top of a closed window), and the tissue
container left to hang therefrom. In an alternative embodi-
ment, flap 41 can include male and female hook and loop
fasteners (e.g., VELCRO) as indicated at 44a and 44b. This
would permit the flap 41 to be looped around any object in
a car, or elsewhere, to secure the tissue container. Of course,
the VELCRO could be located in other positions to achieve
the same result.

[0046] Toose VELCRO could also be provided with the
tissue container for affixing the VELCRO to the car and the
tissue box in any location.

[0047] FIG. 4A illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container 11, according to the present invention. In this
embodiment, the tissue container 11 is shaped to resemble a
coffee cup. This is both attractive and will help assure that
the container fits within coffee cup holders made for auto-
mobiles. In this particular embodiment, the container is
wider toward the top of the container and narrower toward
the bottom of the container—Ilike most ordinary coffee cups.
As for the earlier embodiment, the diameter of the bottom of
the container is preferably less than four inches and may be
2% inches or less. This container may also be about 4%
inches in height. In the alternative, as for the other embodi-
ments described herein, the tissue container may be taller
than the tissues intended to be placed in the container. In this
case, a false bottom may be included on the tissue container,
to hold the tissues toward the top of the container. This
would permit a wider portion at the top of the container,
allowing more room for a greater number of tissues and
easier dispensing. The bottom of the container (not holding
any tissues) is smaller than the top, but fits within a coffee
cup holder in an automobile.

[0048] In the embodiment of FIG. 4A, like the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1, access to the tissues may be obtained by
pulling back a portion 46a of the lid 46¢ of the tissue
container 11. The sides of the portion 46a of the lid 46¢ is
perforated, permitting the portion 46a to be removed or at
least torn away from the front of the lid 46¢, providing
access to the tissues. The portion 464 of the lid 46¢ includes
a pull tab 46b, to permit easy tearing of the portion 46a off
from the lid 46¢. Of course, other mechanisms, including
those described above, can be used to access the tissues.

[0049] The embodiment of FIG. 4A, like the embodiment
of FIG. 1, also includes a flap 17a that can be used as an
alternative method to position and stabilize the tissue con-
tainer 11 within an automobile.

[0050] Inthe embodiment of FIG. 4A, folded material 45a
and 45b forms a ridge around the top and the bottom of the
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tissue container 11. This folded material may be similar to
the folded material 43 of FIG. 4. In any event, this can both
be convenient from the manufacturing perspective and, in
addition, assist to make the tissue container 11 resemble a
coffee cup.

[0051] FIG. 4B illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container, designed to resemble a soda can. Like the earlier
embodiments, this embodiment includes the flap 17a. Like
the embodiment of FIG. 4A, tissues may be accessed by
removing portion 464 of the lid 46¢, by pulling on a pull tab
46b. This embodiment also includes a ridge at the top 45a
and a ridge at the bottom 45b. These ridges may be made of
folded material, as a convenience in the manufacturing
process. In any event, these ridges also make the tissue
container appear more like a soda can, making the appear-
ance in a car more natural.

[0052] FIG. 4C illustrates another alternative embodi-
ment for accessing tissue in a tissue container according to
one of the above embodiments. As for the earlier embodi-
ments, the tissue container 11 may include a flap (not shown)
that may be used as an alternative mechanism to stabilize or
position the tissue container 11 within an automobile. Such
a flap is preferably disposed on the rear of the container. The
tissue container 11 includes a top portion 404. Like the
earlier embodiments, a portion 405 of the lid 404 can be
removed (or peeled back) by pulling on a pull tab 406.

[0053] In the alternative, a portion 408 of the top of the
tissue container 11 can be folded back. The top of the tissue
container includes perforations 4024 and 402b. When these
perforations are torn, a lift cap portion 408 of the lid may be
folded back along an axis 403. The lift cap portion 408 of the
lid, therefore, remains attached to the tissue container 11 and
can be folded up and down as necessary to dispense tissues.

[0054] The lift cap portion 408 of the top of the tissue
container includes a cut out 401. This permits the user to
more easily tear back the lift cap portion 408 of the lid by
lifting on the top edge of the cut out 401. As for the
embodiment described with reference to FIG. 1, a plastic (or
other material) lining 16 may be included to protect the
tissues from being dirtied before the lift cap portion 408 is
raised or after it is closed.

[0055] FIG. 4D illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
container according to the present invention. This particular
tissue container 410 is rectangular in shape, but is sized to
fit within an automobile cup holder. In particular, the com-
plete tissue container may have a length 410a of 2% inches
or less, a width 410b of 1% inches or less, at least in the
lower portion of the tissue container that would fit within the
cup holder (e.g., the bottom 1% inches). As for the above
embodiments, variations in shape and size can of course be
made.

[0056] In the embodiment of FIG. 4D, tissues 420 are
removed from the container through an opening at the top of
the container 410. In FIG. 4D, a portion 412 of the top of
the container has already been removed. As for the above
embodiments, the portion 412 may be originally formed as
a part of the top of the container, with perforations along the
edges of the portion 412 of the lid that is removed and the
top of the container 411.
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[0057] As with the above embodiments, a clear plastic
lining 416 may be included to permit a user to more

conveniently grasp an edge of the removable portion 412 of
the lid.

[0058] In this embodiment, as for the other embodiments,
a flap may be used as an alternative mechanism to position
the tissue container 410 within the automobile. The flap may
be located on the back of the container.

[0059] The container of FIG. 4D may also be made of a
hard material and refilled with loose or packaged tissue. In
this case, portion 412 may be a lid, hinged to the body of the
container at the back.

[0060] Any of the above embodiments may be formed
from one of a number of different materials. In one embodi-
ment, the tissue container is formed of a sturdy paper. For
cylindrical embodiments the paper may be cut, perforated
(as needed or appropriate for the particular embodiment),
rolled to a specific diameter and shape, glued, pressed, filled
with tissues, and sealed with a pre-perforated cap and a
bottom. The cap, and the bottom may be sealed as described
with reference to FIG. 4 by folding and pressing edges of
material. In the case of a rectangular embodiment, the paper
may be cut, perforated (as appropriate), folded to specific
dimensions, filled with tissues, and glued in the desired
shape. Of course, other methods of manufacturing the above
and other embodiments would be readily apparent to one of
skill in the art based on the disclosure provided herein.

[0061] FIG. 4E illustrates another embodiment of the
tissue container according to the present invention. In this
embodiment, the tissue container 430 includes a portion 432
that can be removed. The portion 432 is defined by a
perforation in the top 434 of the tissue container 430. A pull
tab 435 can permit easy removal of the portion 432. When
the portion 432 is removed, tissues may be accessed from
the inside of the container. These tissues may be accessed as
a fluff-up dispenser, as known in the art. In the embodiment
of FIG. 4E, a flap 431 is included, similar to the flaps
discussed with reference to the embodiments described
above.

[0062] FIG. 4F illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 4E,
with a tissue 436 ready for dispensing through an opening
437 in the top 434 of the tissue container 430.

[0063] The container 11 of FIGS. 1-4F may be sold as a
disposable unit. That is, after the tissue 20 within container
11 is used, the box 11 can be discarded. In the alternative (or
in addition), additional tissue may be provided to refill
container 11. This tissue is preferably sized and folded to fit
within container 11.

[0064] FIG. 5 illustrates a tissue box cover 50. The tissue
box cover 50 may be used to hold disposable tissue box
containers, such as those shown in FIG. 1 (the box cover
may also be used to hold loose tissue or commercially
available pocket-size tissue packages). In this case, the
tissue box cover 50 is sized slightly larger than a tissue
container 11 that may be inserted in the box cover 50. Like
the tissue container 11, the tissue box cover 50 is preferably
sized to fit within an automobile cup holder. The box cover
50 may be cylindrical and have a diameter of less than four
inches and preferably less than 2% inches. As for the tissue
containers, the box cover may be shaped like a beverage can
to help assure that the shape is appropriate to be securely
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held in an automobile cup holder. In another embodiment,
the tissue box may be shaped like a coffee cup or mug.

[0065] The box cover 50 may be formed of a rigid material
such as a hard plastic, vinyl, PVC, metal, wood. The cover
50 may be made to have an appearance to match the
particular interior of a car in which the cover is to be used.
Indeed, a variety of covers 50 may be designed to match the
interior of various automobiles, or as above, to look like
beverage can or coffee cup or mug.

[0066] The box cover 50 includes a base portion 51, and
a cap 56. The cap may screw on (or twist on) to the base 51.
The cap 56 includes a lid 53. The lid 53 is connected to cap
56 by a hinge 54. The hinge may be formed simply by a
thinning of the material the cap is made of, or through any
other mechanism known in the art.

[0067] FIG. 6 illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 5, when
the cap 53 is opened. As shown in FIG. 6, the top sides of
the cap 52 may form a trapezoid having a wider opening
near the front of the container 51. This permits easier access
of the tissue from the container 50, while more securely
holding in the tissue towards the rear of the container.

[0068] Returning to FIG. 5, the lid 53 of the container 50
includes a button 55. This can be a push button to release the
lid 53 to permit opening. The button may push on a clasp
(not shown) that releasably holds lid 53 in place. In the
alternative, a simple indentation can be provided, to assist in
gripping the cap for opening.

[0069] FIG. 6A illustrates a side view of the embodiment
of FIG. 5. The flap 601 may be rigid or flexible. In this
particular embodiment, flap 601 is rigid and is pivotally
attached to the tissue box cover 51. The flap includes a right
angle fold 602, which tucks under the body of the tissue box
cover. The flap 601 and right angle piece 602 fit into an
indentation 603 in the tissue box cover 51. The flap 601
permits the tissue box cover 51 to be hung on a partially
open window of the car, or located elsewhere, as for the flaps
discussed with reference to the earlier embodiments.

[0070] FIG. 6B illustrates a bottom view of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 5. As shown, the end 602 of flap 601 is tucked
into an indentation in the bottom of the tissue box cover 51.
An indentation 604 may be included in the bottom of the
tissue box cover 51, to make it easier to push on the end 602
of the flap 601, making it easier to push the flap away from
the body of the tissue box cover 51.

[0071] FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
box cover according to the present invention. Like the
embodiment of FIGS. § and 6, the tissue box cover may be
used to hold loose tissue, or tissue packaged in another
manner such as pocket-size travel tissue now commercially
available.

[0072] The tissue box cover of FIG. 7 includes an upper
portion 71 for dispensing tissues, and a lower portion 72 that
is shaped to fit within a coffee cup holder in a vehicle. That
is, the lower portion 72 is shaped according to the dimen-
sions generally described above. In the embodiment illus-
trated in FIG. 7, the base portion 72 is larger than the
dispensing portion 71. In this embodiment, therefore, the
tissues when placed inside of the container may extend
down into the base portion 72. In other embodiments, the
dispensing portion 71 may be larger than the base portion 72.
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In this case, larger tissue (or more) may be used, because the
dispensing portion 71 is not limited in size by the shape of
the cup holder. The tissue located within the tissue box
cover, however, may no longer fit within, and no longer
extend down into the base portion 72.

[0073] Tissue placed within the tissue box cover may be
removed through opening 73. Tissues may be inserted in the
top of the box 75, using a removable cap 74.

[0074] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the back
of the tissue box cover is rounded. In this case, when quite
a few of the tissues have been removed, the tissues may tend
to fall into the back of the container. This may make it more
difficult to reach the tissues through the opening 73. Accord-
ingly, a removable push up bar 77 may be attached at the
back of the box cover, using a clip 76. The push up bar
extends down through the tissue box cover, and can be
inserted when almost out of tissues, to push the tissues to the
front. When the tissue box cover is full, the push up bar 77
can be removed and kept in a glove compartment or other
place. In other embodiments, the shape of the dispensing
portion 71 of the tissue box cover may be square or have
another shape to obviate any need for a push up bar 77.

[0075] FIG. 8 illustrates another embodiment of a tissue
box cover according to the present invention. In this embodi-
ment, the tissue box cover 81 has a wide upper portion and
a more narrow lower portion 85. The lower portion 85 is
shaped as generally described above to fit within a cup
holder in a vehicle. In this embodiment, the lower portion 85
has a depth 86 of about 1% inches. This depth 86 is selected
to provide the best stability within the cup holder in which
the tissue box cover 81 may be placed. The upper portion of
the tissue box cover 81 in this embodiment is sized to fit a
standard square tissue, as commercially available today. The
tissues may be placed inside of the tissue box cover 81, and
dispensed through the opening 84. In this embodiment, the
back 83 of the upper portion of the tissue box cover 81 is flat.
This reduces the space occupied by the upper portion of the
tissue box cover 81 (reducing the chance that a dashboard or
console might interfere with placing the tissue box cover 81
into a cup holder) and helps conform the shape of the upper
portion of the tissue box cover 81 to folded tissues that may
be placed in the tissue box cover 81. This embodiment also
includes a lid 82 shaped to fit on top of the tissue box cover.

[0076] As described above, the box covers of FIGS. 5-8
can be used (and shaped) as holders for tissue containers
such as those described in FIGS. 1-4F. In the alternative,
tissue can be sold for placement directly in the box cover.

[0077] While the invention has been described generally
with reference to dry facial tissue, application of the inven-
tion can be applied to other forms of tissue, such as moist
diaper wipes or moist towelettes. In addition, the invention
has application to conveniently dispensing tissues in other
contexts, including other vehicles such as boats.

[0078] Having thus described at least one illustrative
embodiment of the invention, various modifications and
improvements will readily occur to those skilled in the art
and are intended to be within the scope of the invention.
Accordingly, the foregoing description is by way of example
only and is not intended as limiting. The invention is limited
only as defined in the following claims and the equivalents
thereto.
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What is claimed is:
1. A tissue container for holding a plurality of tissues,
comprising:

a substantially stiff body that substantially encircles the
tissues when placed in the body;

and wherein the body is shaped to fit in a cup holder.

2. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a beverage container.

3. The tissue container of claim 2, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a coffee cup.

4. The tissue container of claim 2, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a mug.

5. The tissue container of claim 2, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a soda can.

6. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein:

the body is open at a top of the body; and

the tissues when placed in the body may be accessed

through the top.

7. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the body
includes a removable top portion.

8. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the body
includes a removable side portion.

9. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the body is
made from the group consisting of pressed paper and card
board.

10. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the body is
substantially cylindrical.

11. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein the body is
rectangular.

12. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein a lower
portion of the body has a maximum diameter of about four
inches.

13. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein a lower
portion of the body has a maximum diameter of about two
and three-quarters inches.

14. The tissue container of claim 1, wherein:

the body includes a top portion and a bottom portion each
having a different shape; and

the bottom portion is shaped to fit within the cup holder.

15. The tissue container of claim 1, further comprising a
strap having an end coupled to the body.

16. A tissue container for holding tissues, comprising:

a body shaped like a beverage container for holding the
tissues.

17. The tissue container of claim 16, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a coffee cup.

18. The tissue container of claim 16, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a mug.

19. The tissue container of claim 16, wherein the tissue
container is shaped like a soda can.

20. A method of dispensing tissues, comprising steps of:

providing a tissue dispenser shaped to fit in a cup holder,
the dispenser having a top;

placing a plurality of tissues in the dispenser so that an
edge of each of the tissue is proximate the top of the
dispenser; and

removing tissues from the dispenser through the top.
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21. A method of dispensing tissues, comprising steps of: placing the tissue dispenser in the tissue dispenser cover;

providing a tissue dispenser cover shaped to fit in a cup and

holder;

providing a tissue dispenser containing a plurality of
tissues; ® ok ok ok

dispensing tissues from the tissue dispenser.



