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United States Patent Office 

3,093,836 
BATH CART 

Robert C. Christerasen, Erie, George P. Beneat, Harbor 
creek Township, Erie Cotty, and Arthur C. Brueck 
man, Fairview, Pa., assig:22rs to GAR Hospital Eqtsip 
Iment, inc., Erie, Pa., a corporatioz of eitasylvania 

Fied May 2, 1960, Ser. No. 25,958 
Caia. (C. 5-68) 

This invention relates to invalid supports and beds and, 
more particularly, to bath carts for use in bathing patients 
in hospitals and the like. 

In hospitals and the like, a problem exists in bathing 
patients who are unable to go to a bathroom or suitable 
bathtub. It is difficult to bathe a patient on an ordinary 
bed because of the problems of handling the patient and 
of preventing the water from wetting the bed. 

It is, accordingly, an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved bath cart which will overcome the 
disadvantages of prior devices. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an im 
proved means for supporting a patient during a bathing 
process. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved support for a patient in a hospital or the like. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

bath cart which is simple in construction, economical to 
manufacture, and simple and efficient to use. 
With the above and other objects in view, the present 

invention consists of the combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter more fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings and more particularly pointed 
out in the appended claims, it being understood that 
changes may be made in the form, size, proportions, and 
minor details of construction without departing from the 
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of the inven 
tion. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a bath cart according 

to the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the device shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on line 3-3 of 

FIG. 2 but with the cushioning pads added; 
FIG. 4 is an end view of the device shown in FIGS. 1, 

2, and 3; 
FIG. 5 is a top view of the frame of the cart; 
FIG. 6 is a view showing the legs folded; 
FIG. 7 is an end view of the frame; and 
FIG. 8 is a top view of the pad for use on the device. 
Now with more particular reference to the drawings, 

a bath cart 10 is shown made up of a frame 11 and a top 
12. The top 12 is supported on the frame 11 and may 
simply sit on the frame 11 or it could be attached thereto 
to hold it rigidly in position thereon. 
The frame 11 is shown made of seamless tubing with 

side tubes 14, end tubes 15, and intermediate tubes 16, 
all welded together at their points of juncture. 

Legs 18 are hinged to the end tubes 5 by hinges 17 
and are thereby swingably connected thereto. The legs 
18 are connected together by means of cross members 
19 which are attached to each other by a brace 20 which 
is removably attached at its ends to the cross members 19 
by means of bolts 21 or the like. The legs 18 and the 
brace 20 are made of channel material and the brace 20 
extends between the legs of the cross members or chan 
nels 19. 
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The top 2 is shown formed of a single sheet of metal. 

It could be formed from fiberglass. It has intermediate 
fiat Support portions 22 and 23 which incline toward the 
center of the top 2 and are connected together by a 
U-shaped intermediate trough portion 24 which extends 
below the level of the support portions 22 and 23. An 
Outer peripheral trough 25 extends around the outside of 
the top 2. The outer side of the trough 25 is formed 
by the metal turned upwardly and then bent back on it 
self to form a neat, downwardly opening, U-shaped outer 
peripheral border 26 for the top 12. The U-shaped 
border 26 may receive the tubes 4 and 5 of the frame 
i. 

Pads 5G made of foam rubber or other suitable padding 
material are Supported on top of the support members 
22 and 23. The pads 50 have tabs 27 thereon which at 
£ach to Snap fasteiners 28 on the sides of the support 
members 22 and 23 and Snap fasteners 29 on the ends 
attached to snap fasteners on the ends of the support 
members 22 and 23. 
The top 12 rests on the support shown in FIGS. 5, 6, 

and 7 with the side tubes 14 resting in the U-shaped 
border 26 and the transverse tubes 5 and 16 running un 
der the cover. 
The foregoing specification sets forth the invention in 

its preferred practical forms but the structure shown is 
capable of modification within a range of equivalents with 
out departing from the invention which is to be under 
stood is broadly novel as is commensurate with the ap 
pended claims. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 
A bed comprising a frame, said frame comprising side 

members and end members integrally connected together 
to define a generally rectangular enclosure, a support 
means for said frame, a top, said top being made of an 
integral unitary plate like member having two generally 
flat planar support portions for supporting pads, said sup 
port portions being integrally connected together by a 
portion defining an intermediate trough and inclined to 
ward each other, said intermediate trough having vertical 
side walls and a bottom therebetween formed by said plate 
like member, the material of said top around the outer 
edges thereof being bent downwardly, then outwardly, 
then upwardly and defining an outer trough around said 
top communicating with said intermediate trough, said 
material of said top around said outer trough being bent 
outwardly and then downwardly, forming a downwardly 
facing channel around the entire periphery of said top, 
said downwardly facing channel receiving said frame. 
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