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(57) ABSTRACT 
A closure that is constructed and arranged to be sealed to an 
opening in a flexible film pouch that has an interior. The 
closure includes a body that has a top, bottom, sides, front and 
back, wherein the body has a body through-channel with a 
bottom opening and a top opening, and wherein the body is 
elongated, such that its extent from front to back is greater 
than its extent from side to side. The closure has an upper 
member coupled to the top of the body, wherein the upper 
member has an upper member through-channel with a bottom 
opening and a top opening, where the upper memberthrough 
channel is contiguous with the body through-channel. The top 
of the body is bisected by a body longitudinal axis and has a 
latitudinal axis that bisects and is perpendicular to the longi 
tudinal axis, where a center of the body is defined by the 
intersection of the longitudinal and latitudinal axes. The 
upper member top opening (i.e., the outlet opening of the 
closure) is asymmetric about the center of the body. 
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CLOSURE FOR FLEXBLE FILM POUCH 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims benefit from U.S. Provi 
sional Patent Application No. 61/814,092, filed on Apr. 19. 
2013, and also claims benefit from U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 61/943,533, filed on Feb. 24, 2014. The 
contents of both Such applications are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND 

0002. This disclosure relates to a closure for flexible film 
pouches. 
0003 Flexible film pouches are used to hold and dispense 

all kinds of liquid, paste and Solid products. Examples include 
drinks, laundry detergent and dog treats. The pouches are 
made from one or more layers of film. The film is folded over 
on itself and sealed along three edges. A cut is made in the top 
edge or at a top corner, and a closure is sealed into the 
opening. The closure typically has a spout that is closed by a 
removable cap or lid. The closure should allow the contents to 
be poured out effectively and efficiently. 

SUMMARY 

0004. The present disclosure provides a closure for flex 
ible film pouches. The closure includes one or more of the 
following features and benefits: 

0005. The body or fitment portion of the closure can 
have a funnel geometry. This helps to dispense Solids 
more efficiently, and allows a small fitment to be used to 
dispense solids with less risk of clogging. 

0006. The closure outlet opening can be offset toward 
the front of the closure. Moving the outlet closer to the 
front places the lip from which the contents pour out of 
the pouch closer to the side of the pouch. This makes 
pouring easier. This also provides more space behind the 
opening for mounting of the lid. 

0007. The closure can be constructed and arranged such 
that the front wall of the spout portion of the closure 
(which becomes the lip when the contents are poured out 
through the spout) is vertical or close to vertical (say 
within about plus or minus twenty degrees from Verti 
cal). When the pouch is tipped to pour the contents, the 
lip of the spout becomes the highest point of the spout, 
from which the contents pour. This moves the pour point 
out to the end of the spout, making the pour more visible 
to the user and thus easier to control. 

0008. The spout can be asymmetrical relative to the 
center, or the latitudinal centerline, of the fitment or 
body portion of the closure. This can move the outlet 
opening forward of center, which facilitates pouring. 

0009. The spout rim that defines the outlet opening can 
be in a plane that is not parallel to the plane of the 
fitment. This feature allows the closure to be used in 
pouch outlets that are cut at various angles from the 
horizontal. 

0010. The tabs at the front and back of the fitment can be 
angled rather than perpendicular to the fitment ribs. This 
can align the tabs vertically in an angled pouch cut. One 
advantage is that the bulges and folds in the pouch 
caused by the fitment arc more vertically aligned. Such 
Vertical alignment helps the pouch to stand upright. 
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0011 All examples and features mentioned below can be 
combined in any technically possible way. 
0012. In one aspect, a closure that is constructed and 
arranged to be sealed to an opening in a flexible film pouch 
that has an interior, includes a closure body that has a top, 
bottom, sides, front and back, wherein the body has a body 
through-channel with a bottom opening and a top opening, 
and wherein the body is elongated, such that its extent from 
front to back is greater than its extent from side to side. There 
is an upper member coupled to the top of the body, wherein 
the upper member has an upper member through-channel 
with a bottom opening and a top opening, where the upper 
member through-channel is contiguous with the body 
through-channel. The top of the body is bisected by a body 
longitudinal axis and has a latitudinal axis that bisects and is 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, where a center of the 
body is defined by the intersection of the longitudinal and 
latitudinal axes. The upper member top opening is asymmet 
ric about the center of the body. 
0013 Embodiments may include one of the following fea 
tures, or any combination thereof. The upper member top 
opening may be located toward the front of the body such that 
more of it is forward of the latitudinal axis than is rearward of 
the latitudinal axis. The upper member top opening may have 
a generally rectangular shape. The upper member top opening 
may have a rear width at its rear and a front width at its front, 
where the front width is greater than the rear width. The upper 
member top opening may be asymmetric about the latitudinal 
aX1S. 

0014. The body through-channel may have at least in part 
a generally funnel shape, with the bottom opening of the body 
channel larger than the top opening of the body channel. The 
generally funnel shape may comprise at least one interior wall 
of the body that borders the body through-channel being 
angled toward the center of the body. The body may have two 
of the angled walls, one toward the front and one toward the 
rear, where both of the angled walls are bisected by the 
longitudinal axis. Each of the two angled walls may extend 
along a majority of the height of the body. 
0015 The pouch may have two generally parallel side 
seams, and the pouch opening may be located closer to one 
side seam than the other, and lie at an obtuse angle to the 
closer side seam, and wherein the body has a plurality of 
spaced ribs along its two opposed sides, where the ribs are 
adapted to be sealed to the pouch just below the pouch open 
ing Such that the ribs are generally parallel to the pouch 
opening. The upper member may have a front wall that 
defines the front part of the upper member top opening, and 
wherein the front wall is generally parallel to the closer side 
SCall. 

0016. The body may have a plurality of spaced ribs that 
each lie along one of a series of spaced generally parallel lines 
along each of its two opposed sides, where the ribs are 
adapted to be sealed to the pouch just below the pouch open 
ing Such that the ribs are generally parallel to the pouch 
opening, wherein the upper member top opening lies gener 
ally in a top plane, and wherein the top plane intersects the 
generally parallel lines at an acute angle. 
0017. The closure may further comprise a lid that is 
coupled to the upper member and adapted to be moved 
between a closed position in which it overlies the upper 
member top opening and an open position in which it is free 
of the upper member top opening. The body, the upper mem 
ber and the lid may all be part of a unitary molded closure. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0018 FIGS. 1A-1I illustrate a first example of a closure 
for a flexible film pouch. FIG. 1A is a top front perspective 
view with the lid closed: FIG. 1B shows the lid open: FIG. 1C 
is a top view with the lid open; FIG. 1D is a top view with the 
lid removed: FIG.1E is a bottom perspective view with the lid 
open; FIG. 1F is a side view with the lid open; FIG. 1G is a 
longitudinal cross-sectional view of FIG.1F: FIG. 1H shows 
the closure mounted in a flexible film pouch; FIG. 1I is a 
cross-sectional view of FIG. 1H. 
0019 FIG. 2A is a top view (with the lid removed) of 
another example of a closure for a flexible film pouch, and 
FIG. 2B is a side view thereof, but with the lid. 
0020 FIG. 3A is a side cross-sectional view of another 
example of a closure for a flexible film pouch, and FIG. 3B is 
a cross-sectional view of it mounted in a flexible film pouch. 
0021 FIG. 4A is a side view of another example of a 
closure for a flexible film pouch, and FIG. 4B is a cross 
sectional view of it mounted in a flexible film pouch. 
0022 FIG. 5A is an exploded view of another example of 
a closure for a flexible film pouch, and FIG. 5B is a close-up 
cross-sectional view of a portion of it. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0023 The closures disclosed herein are constructed and 
arranged to be sealed to an opening in a flexible film pouch 
that has an interior. The closure includes a body that has a top, 
bottom, sides, front and back, wherein the body has a body 
through-channel with a bottom opening and a top opening, 
and wherein the body is elongated, such that its extent from 
front to back is greater than its extent from side to side. The 
closure has an upper member coupled to the top of the body, 
wherein the upper member has an upper member through 
channel with a bottom opening and a top opening, where the 
upper member through-channel is contiguous with the body 
through-channel. The upper member can act essentially as a 
spout. The top of the body is bisected by a body longitudinal 
axis and has a latitudinal axis that bisects and is perpendicular 
to the longitudinal axis, where a center of the body is defined 
by the intersection of the longitudinal and latitudinal axes. 
The upper member top opening (i.e., the outlet opening of the 
closure) is asymmetric about the center of the body. 
0024. A first non-limiting example of a closure 10 is 
shown in FIGS. 1A-1I. Closure 10 is unitary (i.e., it is a single 
piece). Another example (described below) is made of two 
pieces that are coupled together. The closure can be made of 
more than two pieces. All examples can be made by injection 
molding. The material can be selected for desired properties. 
High-density polyethylene is one example of a material. 
0025) Closure 10 has body 12, upper member 14 (which 
acts as an outlet spout), and lid 16 that is coupled to upper 
member 14 by hinge 166. The overall shape of body 12 is 
typically termed “boat' or “canoe' shaped, but that is not a 
limitation as the body could have any other shape so long as 
it can be sealed to a film pouch and it defines a lower opening 
that communicates with the interior of the pouch. 
0026. In this example, closure 10 is constructed and 
arranged to be sealed to an opening in a flexible film pouch 
that has an interior. Closure 10 includes a body 12 that has a 
top 22, bottom 24, sides 26 and 28, front 30 and back32. Body 
12 has a body through-channel 50 with a bottom opening 51 
and a top opening 52. Body 12 is elongated, such that its 
extent from front to back is greater than its extent from side to 
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side. The top 22 of the body is bisected by a body longitudinal 
axis 60 and has a latitudinal axis 62 that bisects and is per 
pendicular to the longitudinal axis, where a center 64 of the 
body is defined by the intersection of the longitudinal and 
latitudinal axes. Upper member 14 is coupled to (e.g., integral 
with) the top of the body. Upper member 14 has an upper 
member through-channel 104 with a bottom opening 106 and 
a top opening 108. The upper member through-channel is 
contiguous with the body through-channel. The upper mem 
ber top opening 108 is asymmetric about the center 64 of the 
body. 
0027. The upper member top opening 108 is in this non 
limiting example located toward the front of the body such 
that more of it is forward of the latitudinal axis 62 than is 
rearward of the latitudinal axis. This feature is in part illus 
trated in FIG. 1G, where central axis 53 of body through 
channel 50 is rearward of central axis 109 of upper member 
through-channel 104. The upper member top opening 108 
may have a generally rectangular shape defined by generally 
rectangular top rim 103. The upper member top opening may 
have a rear width at its rear 115 and a front width at its front 
112, where the front width is greater than the rear width. The 
upper member top opening 108 may be asymmetric about the 
latitudinal axis 62 and/or may be asymmetric about body 
center 64. 

0028. The body through-channel 50 may have at least in 
part a generally funnel shape, with the bottom opening 51 of 
channel 50 larger than the top opening 52 of body channel 50. 
The generally funnel shape may comprise at least one interior 
wall of the body that borders the body through-channel being 
angled toward the center of the body. The body may have two 
of the angled walls, one wall 54 toward the front and one wall 
56 toward the rear, where both of the angled walls are bisected 
by the longitudinal axis 60. Each of the two angled walls may 
extend along a majority of the height of the body. 
0029. The pouch “P” may have two generally parallel side 
seams 182 and 183 (FIG. 1I), and the pouch opening 186 may 
be located closer to one side seam than the other, and lie at an 
obtuse angle (in this non-limiting example, about 110 
degrees) to the closer side seam 182. Body 12 has a plurality 
of generally linear and generally parallel spaced ribs 41-45 
along its two opposed sides, where the ribs are adapted to be 
sealed to the pouch just below the pouch opening Such that the 
ribs are generally parallel to the pouch opening. The upper 
member may have a front wall 118 that defines the front part 
of the upper member top opening 108; the front wall 118 is 
generally parallel to the closer pouch side seam 182. The 
upper member top opening 108 lies generally in a top plane 
that intersects at an acute angle the generally parallel lines 
along which ribs 41-45 lie. 
0030 The closure may further comprise a lid 162 that is 
coupled to the upper member 114 and adapted to be moved 
between a closed position in which it overlies the upper 
member top opening (e.g., as shown in FIG. 1A) and an open 
position in which it is free of the upper member top opening 
(e.g., as shown in FIG. 1B). The body, the upper member and 
the lid may all be part of a unitary molded closure, or the 
closure can be made from two or more interconnected pieces. 
0031) Body 12 defines a number of protruding, generally 
parallel, circumferential ribs 41-45. These ribs are adapted to 
help the closure 10 be sealed to a flexible film pouch. The use 
of ribs such as these on a generally boat-shaped fitment body 
to accomplish sealing to a film pouch is known in the art. 
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Generally flat front and rear tabs 31 and 33 provide additional 
flat surfaces and a taper that help to accomplish this seal, as is 
also known in the art. 
0032 Upper member 14 is integral with body 12 and is 
defined by a circumferential or annular wall 102 that defines 
the exit opening 108 of the closure. In this example wall 102 
extends generally vertically when the closure is mounted in 
the pouch as shown in FIGS. 1H and 1I. Upper member 14 has 
upper rim 103 which defines opening 108 through which 
material located in pouch “P” is poured out. Opening 108 is 
asymmetric about center 64 of body 12. Center 64 lies at the 
intersection of bisecting longitudinal axis 60 and bisecting 
latitudinal axis 62. 
0033 Lid 16 closes opening 108 and comprises top wall 
161, closure projection 162, and projecting front tab 164 that 
allows the lid to be flipped open. Hinge 166 connects lid 16 to 
base member 12. Inwardly directed closure projection 162 fits 
into groove 110 in upper member 14, just below rim 103. This 
arrangement creates a seal that may or may not be designed 
and constructed to be liquid-tight, depending on the contents 
of the pouch. 
0034 Hinge 166 is an integral three-part hinge with a 
stay-open feature as is known in the art. The center portion 
has an over the center construction that maintains the lid in the 
open position. 
0035. As shown in FIGS. 1H and 1I, closure 10 is prefer 
ably mounted at a top corner of pouchP. Pouch P is a flexible 
film pouch of the type known in the art that is used to hold 
liquid or pourable solids such as powders and granular mate 
rials, and Small objects Such as dog treats. Such pouches are 
typically made from two (or possibly more) sheets of film 
material that are bonded together at opposed edges. The 
pouch has two sidewalls (sidewall 181 shown) that are sealed 
alongside seams 182 and 183, and top seam 184. The pouch 
may have a bottom gusset in bottom 185. In this example, 
pouchP has opening 186 at or close to one top corner. Open 
ing 186 lies at a slight angle from the horizontal of less than 
45°; in this case the angle is about 20°. The angle of the 
opening relative to the horizontal is preferably no more than 
45° and can be up to about -20°. 
0036 Closure body portion 12 is sealed to the pouch in a 
manner known in the art, typically accomplished by ultra 
Sonic welding or use of an adhesive, as two non-limiting 
examples. One portion 187 of pouch sidewall 181 is sealed to 
side 26 of body 12; the other side is sealed in the same manner. 
Closure 10 is constructed and arranged to be sealed to the 
pouch in this manner while presenting the top rim 103 at a 
horizontal position when the pouch is placed on horizontal 
surface. The rim need not be horizontal and could be at a 
slight positive or negative angle to the horizontal. The closure 
is also constructed and arranged to present the outlet opening 
108 in a location very close to or intersecting one side seam 
182 of the pouch. 
0037. Front wall 118 of annular wall 102 of upper member 
14 is generally vertical when the closure is mounted in the 
pouch, and is generally parallel to pouch side seam 182. Wall 
118 also preferably lies close to seam 182 such that the front, 
pour edge of opening 108 is close to the edge of the pouch. 
This facilitates pouring the contents from the pouch. The 
stay-open feature of lid 16 keeps the lid from blocking any 
portion of opening 108 and prevents the user from having to 
hold the lid open while the contents are poured. 
0038. The body or fitment portion of the closure may or 
may not have a funnel geometry. This helps to dispense Solids 
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more efficiently, and allows a small fitment to be used to 
dispense solids with less risk of clogging. 
0039. The closure outlet opening can be offset toward the 
front of the closure. Moving the outlet closer to the front 
places the lip from which the contents pour out of the pouch 
closer to the side of the pouch. This makes pouring easier. 
This also provides more space behind the opening for mount 
ing of the lid. 
0040. The closure can be constructed and arranged such 
that the front wall of the spout portion of the closure (which 
becomes the lip when the contents are poured out through the 
spout) is vertical or close to vertical (say within about plus or 
minus twenty degrees from vertical). When the pouch is 
tipped to pour the contents, the lip of the spout becomes the 
highest point of the spout, from which the contents pour. This 
moves the pour point out to the end of the spout, making the 
pour more visible to the user and thus easier to control. 
0041. The spout can be asymmetrical relative to the center, 
or the latitudinal centerline, of the fitment or body portion of 
the closure. This can move the outlet opening forward of 
center, which facilitates pouring. 
0042. The spout rim that defines the outlet opening can be 
in a plane that is not parallel to the plane of the fitment. This 
feature allows the closure to be used in pouch outlets that are 
cut at various angles from the horizontal. 
0043. The tabs at the front and back of the fitment can be 
angled rather than perpendicular to the fitment ribs. This can 
align the tabs vertically in an angled pouch cut. One advan 
tage is that the bulges and folds in the pouch caused by the 
fitment are more vertically aligned. Such vertical alignment 
helps the pouch to stand upright. 
0044 FIG. 2 illustrates a slightly different closure 200 
with body 202 and upper member 220. Top opening 222 is 
more rounded in the front than opening 52, FIG. 1, and is 
located well forward of body center 214 that lies at the inter 
section of bisecting axes 213 and 212. Similar to the first 
example, body 202 has front 204, rear 206, top 208, and 
bottom 210 that lies in plane 211. Upper member 220 
includes top opening 222, front wall 224, lid-engaging pro 
jection 226 and top rim 228 that lies in plane 230. Planes 211 
and 230 are not parallel and so intersect at an acute angle. 
0045. The construction and arrangement of this example 
presents horizontal rim 228 that is at a slight angle to the plane 
211 of body 202. Another way to look at this arrangement is 
that axis 243 that lies along front wall 224 lies at an angle to 
plane 211 of more than 90° and well less than 180°. The angle 
between body 202 and upper member 220 is established so 
that top plane 230 lies along the top the top edge of the pouch 
(not shown) so as to accommodate the angle of the pouch cut 
into which the closure is sealed. 

0046. Another aspect of the closure construction, arrange 
ment and inter-fitting with the pouch is that the center axis 
241 of top opening 222 is offset forward from the center axis 
242 of the bottom opening in bottom 210 of body 202. This is 
due at least in part to the fact that opening 222 is not centered 
in the body. Pushing the outlet opening forward like this 
facilitates pouring of the contents from the pouch. Pouring is 
also facilitated by the shape of opening 222. This shape is 
preferably semicircular at the front part of the rim and more 
tapered and squared off at the back part of the rim. Opening 
222 is preferably but not necessarily asymmetric about its 
lateral central axis 212. The squared rear wall also provides 
more width that can be used to anchor the hinge. 
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0047 Closure 300, FIG. 3, has a generally funnel-shaped 
interior cavity, with the closure entrance opening (at the bot 
tom of the closure) being larger than the exit opening (at the 
top), and with at least some of the walls between the two 
openings angled like the walls of a funnel. This shape helps to 
guide the pouch contents into, through and out of the closure. 
One result is that a smaller closure can be used with less fear 
that the closure will be clogged by Solid contents being 
poured out. Also, closure 300 has the front and rear edges of 
the closure sealing tabs 312 and 314 generally perpendicular 
to the pouch opening 352 in which the closure is located. In 
contrast, closure 380, FIG.4, has the front 316a and rear 318a 
edges of the closure sealing tabs generally vertical when the 
pouch is standing upright: this arrangement helps to maintain 
generally vertical creases and perturbations in the pouch 
which help the pouch to remain upright. Both examples can 
be made by injection molding. The material can be selected 
for desired properties. High-density polyethylene is one 
example of a material. 
0048 Closure 300 is a single piece design with a lid 306 
that is coupled to upper member 304 by hinge 344. Upper 
member 304 is coupled to (integral with) body 302. Body 302 
has a cup-like shape. The overall shape of the body is typically 
termed “boat' or “canoe' shaped, but that is not a limitation as 
the body could have any other shape so long as it can be sealed 
to a film pouch and it defines a lower opening that commu 
nicates with the interior of the pouch. Front and rear tabs 312 
and 314 provide additional flat surfaces and a taper that help 
to accomplish the seal to the pouch, as is known in the art. Lid 
306 comprises projecting closure bead 342 that snaps over 
ridge 321 and seats in closure groove 322 to keep the lid 
closed. 

0049 Closure 300 has a generally funnel-shaped interior 
cavity, with the closure entrance opening (at the bottom of the 
closure) being larger than the exit opening at the top of the 
upper member, and with at least some of the walls between 
the two openings (e.g., front interior wall 324 and rearinterior 
wall 315) angled like the walls of a funnel. These angled walls 
are contrasted with the typical essentially vertical interior 
closure walls (illustrated in FIG. 3A by dashed lines 371 and 
372) of prior art closures. The interior funnel shape helps to 
guide the pouch contents into, through and out of the closure. 
One result is that a smaller closure can be used with less fear 
that the closure will be clogged by Solid contents being 
poured out. The angled walls also help to stiffen the otherwise 
thin and generally annular walls of the body so that they can 
withstand the pressure associated with sealing the closure to 
the pouch without bending in a manner that would affect the 
seal. 

0050. Front tab312 and rear tab314 each have a peripheral 
edge that is perpendicular to the ribs (not shown) on body 302. 
Closure 300 is mounted to pouchP (FIG.3B) in a cut 352 that 
is at an angle to pouch top seam 184 and pouch side seam 182; 
this angle can be but need not be about 45 degrees from pouch 
top edge 184. In this orientation, the peripheral edges of tabs 
312 and 314 are perpendicular to cut 352, and thus at 45 
degrees from the vertical when the pouch is standing on its 
bottom as depicted in FIG. 3B. Because the closure body is 
boat shaped, and the pouch sidewalls need to conform to this 
shape as well as seal to the tabs, when the closure is sealed to 
the pouch the pouch sidewalls bulge and crease at about 45 
degrees from the vertical. This may weaken the sidewalls and 
cause the pouch to buckle. 
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0051 Closure 380, FIGS. 4A and 4B, is similar in con 
struction to closure 300. The main difference between the two 
is that the peripheral edges offront tab 316a and rear tab 318b 
are angled rather than perpendicular to the fitment sealing 
ribs. The angle is preferably the same as the angle of the 
pouch cut 352 in which the closure is sealed. This causes the 
top of front wall 324 to be forward of where it would other 
wise be. One result of this arrangement, as shown in FIG. 4B, 
is that the tab edges are vertical rather than angled. The bulges 
and creases in the pouch caused by the pouch sidewalls need 
ing to conform to the boat shape and the tabs are thus vertical 
rather than angled. Such vertical deformations of the pouch 
sidewalls may serve to strengthen the sidewalls. As a result, 
the pouch may stand upright more firmly and be less likely to 
collapse when stood on its bottom. 
0052 Another example of a closure 400 is shown in FIGS. 
5A and 5B. This closure is very similar in many respects to the 
other closures, except that it is made from two pieces rather 
than one. The drawings have been labeled primarily to illus 
trate the differences between this example and the other 
examples. Closure 400 is made from first piece 401 which 
includes body 402 and upper member 404. Body 402 has 
front tab 414 and rear tab 416, and top 418. Upper member 
404 includes upper wall 422, rear wall 424 and locking fea 
ture 426. The second piece 406 comprises the lid portion 
connected by a hinge to coupling portion 408 that is adapted 
to be permanently coupled to first piece 401. 
0053 Portion 408 is constructed and arranged to sit on top 
418 of body 402. Projecting from top 418 is snap-in project 
ing locking feature 426 comprising legs 427 and 428, which 
are slightly compressed when portion 408 is pushed onto 
feature 426 via opening 410. When feature 426 is fully 
inserted, legs 427 and 428 Snap to the normal slightly spread 
position as shown in FIG.5B. This locks coupling portion 408 
to first piece 401, up against rear wall 424. This is one 
mechanical means of coupling a separate lid member to the 
base member; other similar mechanical coupling structures 
and arrangements could be accomplished. 
0054) A number of implementations have been described. 
Nevertheless, it will be understood that additional modifica 
tions may be made without departing from the scope of the 
inventive concepts described herein, and, accordingly, other 
embodiments are within the scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A closure that is constructed and arranged to be sealed to 

an opening in a flexible film pouch that has an interior, the 
closure comprising: 

a body that has a top, bottom, sides, front and back, wherein 
the body has a body through-channel with a bottom 
opening and a top opening, and wherein the body is 
elongated. Such that its extent from front to back is 
greater than its extent from side to side; 

an upper member coupled to the top of the body, wherein 
the upper member has an upper member through-chan 
nel with a bottom opening and a top opening, where the 
upper member through-channel is contiguous with the 
body through-channel; 

wherein the top of the body is bisected by a body longitu 
dinal axis and has a latitudinal axis that bisects and is 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, where a center of 
the body is defined by the intersection of the longitudinal 
and latitudinal axes; and 

wherein the upper member top opening is asymmetric 
about the center of the body. 
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2. The closure of claim 1 wherein the upper member top 
opening is located toward the front of the body such that more 
of it is forward of the latitudinal axis than is rearward of the 
latitudinal axis. 

3. The closure of claim 1 wherein the upper member top 
opening has a generally rectangular shape. 

4. The closure of claim 3 wherein the upper member top 
opening has a rear width at its rear and a front width at its 
front, where the front width is greater than the rear width. 

5. The closure of claim 1 wherein the upper member top 
opening is asymmetric about the latitudinal axis. 

6. The closure of claim 1 wherein the body through-chan 
nel has at least in part a generally funnel shape, with the 
bottom opening of the body channel larger than the top open 
ing of the body channel. 

7. The closure of claim 6 wherein the generally funnel 
shape comprises at least one interior wall of the body that 
borders the body through-channel being angled toward the 
center of the body. 

8. The closure of claim 7 wherein the body has two of the 
angled walls, one toward the front and one toward the rear, 
where both of the angled walls are bisected by the longitudi 
nal axis. 

9. The closure of claim 8 wherein each of the two angled 
walls extends along a majority of the height of the body. 

10. The closure of claim 1 wherein the pouch has two 
generally parallel side seams and where the pouch opening is 
located closer to one side seam than the other, and lies at an 
obtuse angle to the closer side seam, and wherein the body has 
a plurality of spaced ribs along its two opposed sides, where 
the ribs are adapted to be sealed to the pouch just below the 
pouch opening Such that the ribs are generally parallel to the 
pouch opening. 

11. The closure of claim 10 wherein the upper member has 
a front wall that defines the front part of the upper member top 
opening, and wherein the front wall is generally parallel to the 
closer side seam. 

12. The closure of claim 1 wherein the body has a plurality 
of spaced ribs that each lie along one of a series of spaced 
generally parallel lines along each of its two opposed sides, 
where the ribs are adapted to be sealed to the pouch just below 
the pouch opening Such that the ribs are generally parallel to 
the pouch opening, wherein the upper member top opening 
lies generally in a top plane, and wherein the top plane inter 
sects the generally parallel lines at an acute angle. 

13. The closure of claim 1 further comprising a lid that is 
coupled to the upper member and adapted to be moved 
between a closed position in which it overlies the upper 
member top opening and an open position in which it is free 
of the upper member top opening. 

14. The closure of claim 13 wherein the body, upper mem 
ber and lid are all part of a unitary molded closure. 

15. A closure that is constructed and arranged to be sealed 
to an opening in a flexible film pouch that has an interior, the 
closure comprising: 
abody that has a top, bottom, sides, frontandback, wherein 

the body has a body through-channel with a bottom 
opening and a top opening, and wherein the body is 
elongated, such that its extent from front to back is 
greater than its extent from side to side; 
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an upper member coupled to the top of the body, wherein 
the upper member has an upper member through-chan 
nel with a bottom opening and a top opening, where the 
upper member through-channel is contiguous with the 
body through-channel; 

wherein the top of the body is bisected by a body longitu 
dinal axis and has a latitudinal axis that bisects and is 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, where a center of 
the body is defined by the intersection of the longitudinal 
and latitudinal axes; 

wherein the upper member top opening is asymmetric 
about the latitudinal axis and is located toward the front 
of the body such that more of it is forward of the latitu 
dinal axis than is rearward of the latitudinal axis; 

wherein the upper member top opening is asymmetric 
about the center of the body; 

wherein the pouch has two generally parallel side seams 
and where the pouch opening is located closer to one 
side seam than the other, and lies at an obtuse angle to the 
closer side seam, and wherein the closure body has a 
plurality of spaced ribs along its two opposed sides, 
where the ribs are adapted to be sealed to the pouch just 
below the pouch opening such that the ribs are generally 
parallel to the pouch opening, wherein the upper mem 
ber has a front wall that defines the front part of the upper 
member top opening, and wherein the front wall is gen 
erally parallel to the closer side seam; and 

a lid that is coupled to the upper member and adapted to be 
moved between a closed position in which it overlies the 
upper member top opening and an open position in 
which it is free of the upper member top opening; 

wherein the body, upper member and lid are all part of a 
unitary molded closure. 

16. The closure of claim 15 wherein the upper member top 
opening has a generally rectangular shape, and wherein the 
upper member top opening has a rear width at its rear and a 
front width at its front, where the front width is greater than 
the rear width. 

17. The closure of claim 15 wherein the body through 
channel has at least in part a generally funnel shape, with the 
bottom opening of the body channel larger than the top open 
ing of the body channel, wherein the generally funnel shape 
comprises at least one interior wall of the body that borders 
the body through-channel being angled toward the center of 
the body, wherein the body has two of the angled walls, one 
toward the front and one toward the rear, where both of the 
angled walls are bisected by the longitudinal axis, and 
wherein each of the two angled walls extends along a majority 
of the height of the body. 

18. The closure of claim 17 wherein the body has a plurality 
of spaced ribs that each lie along one of a series of spaced 
generally parallel lines along each of its two opposed sides, 
where the ribs are adapted to be sealed to the pouchjust below 
the pouch opening Such that the ribs are generally parallel to 
the pouch opening, wherein the upper member top opening 
lies generally in a top plane, and wherein the top plane inter 
sects the generally parallel lines at an acute angle. 
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