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This invention relates generally to fasten-
ing devices and, more particularly, to a cer-
tain new and useful device adapted especially
for securing or fastening material, such as
“beaver board” and other such sections, to
studding or other frame-work in the forma-
tion of walls, partitions, and the like.

My present invention has for its chief ob-
ject the provision of means in the form pref-
erably of suitably elongated metallie strips
of simple and inexpensive form and construc-
tion which may be readily secured or other-
wise fixed to the studding, flooring, or other
surface or support and -by which panels or
sections, such as, for instance, sections or
strips of beaver-board or the like, may be con-
venlently, quickly, and efficiently secured and
held in place and the joints or seams therebe-
tween concealed. o

And with the above and other objects in
view, my invention resides in the novel fea-
tures of form, construction, arrangement, and
combination of parts hereinafter described
and pointed out in the claim. -

" In the accompanying drawings,— 4

Figure 1 shows 1n perspective and in pre-
ferred form a fragment of a material-secur-
ing and joint-concealing device or strip em-
bodying my invention; ,

Figure 2 shows in section a fragment of a
wall-studding, a pair of wall-boards, and fas-
tening means of preferred form of my inven-
tion, the latter being disposed with relation
to the studding and boards in final board-
securing and joint-concealing position;

Figure 3 is a fragmental side elevational
view -of the strip; -

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 1, illus-
trating, however, a slightly modified form of
material fastening means embodying my in-
vention; and :

Figures 5 and 6 are views similar to Fig-
ure 2, illustrating other slightly modified
forms of the strip for holding the boards in
relative angular or corner disposition.

Referring now more in detail and by ref-
erence characters to the drawing, A desig-
nates the board fastening member proper,

which is preferably constructed of suitable

rigid, yet bendable sheet metal, is normally
approximately of T-shape in end view and
section, as seen in Figures 1 and 2, and in-
cludes, the material of which it is composed
being doubled upon itself intermediate its
width, a double-wall rib or web 1 and oppo-
sitely disposed flanges 2, 2, presented out-

wardly from an end of and at an angle to.the
web 1, the flanges 2 being, relatively to web
1, downwardly disposed, as at 3, and pref-
erably pronged or serfated, as at 4, 4, length-
wise along their outer margin. It will be
understood that the member A is formed by
rolling or other suitable operations in suit-
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able sizes and dimensions and cut to lengths

as required, and formed in“the strip, prefer-
“ably by punching or other suitable operation,
is a longitudinal series of suitably spaced tu-
bular-sockets 5, which extend through and
in the line of or parallel with the web 1 for
accommodating the shanks of fastening-nails

or the like 6, the respective sockets or seats 5
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communicating with, and terminating upon

the upper face of the strip in recesses or
countersinks 7 for the heads of the nails 6,
so that, when the strip is in board-securing
position, the nails 6 will be substantially
flush at their heads with the upper or exposed
face of the strip. : .

For purposes of illustration, I here show
my new fastening strip in wall-forming con-
nection, and to such end B designates an in-
termediate studding or post of a building-
wall or partition, and C, C, designate panels
or sections of wall forming-material, such as,
for instance, commercial “beaver board”,
adapted for location and for securement upon
the studding B to complete the wall or par-
tition. As is common, the wall boards or sec-
tions C are uniformly pre-sized and are ordi-
narily of rectangular-oblong shape. Ordi-
narily, such wall-boards are butt-fitted over
a frame element and secured by nailing
‘through the boards into the frame element.
Obviously, where headed nails are employed,
the greatest precision and skill must be exer-
cised to avoid a grotesque arrangement of
nail heads, and obviously further, where
headless or “finish” nails are employed, the
holding, at best, is insecure, even though a
relatively great number of nails is used.. It
is also quite common today that in the han-
dling of the wall-boards in commerce, much
damage is done the margins—hence the ordi-
nary wall or partition .presents . unsightly
seams or joints between boards. '

In the construction of a wall according
-to my present invention, the boards C are
approximately “butted” upon the studding B.
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A_strip or member A is then disposed with -

its rib 1 intermediate the abutting ends' of
the boards C; with its flanges 2 overlapping
upon the adjacent ends of the boards C. By
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means then of suitable nails 6 projected
through the tubular-sockets 5 and sunk into
the studding I3, the flanges 2 are substantially,
particularly at their down turned margins
3, imbedded into engaging relation with the
boards C. Thus the boards C are most con-
veniently, efficiently, and securely fixed in
properly “butted” relation to and upon the
studding. It will be evident that, where the
strips A are serrated or toothed, as at 4, along
their downturned margins 3, as best seen
in Figure 4, the teeth 4 increase the “biting”
and retaining engagement between the strip
and the boards.

By further bending or otherwise manipu-
lating the strip, so that the outer portions of
its flanges 2 project angularly obliquely up-
wardly, as at 8, relatively to the nail-sockets
5, or angularly obhquely downwardly, as at
9, relatively to the nail-sockets 5, the strip
is weH adapted also for conveniently and
rigidly securing the boards together and to
the studding in the angular formation of both
so-called set-in and exposed corners, as clearly
lustrated in Figures 5 and 6, respectively.

In some instances, I may add, it may be
desired to further modify the strip by dis-
pensing with or omitting the preferred nail-
sockets 5,in which event the strip is longitudi-
nally equipped merely with a series of the
surtace nail recesses or pockets 7* disposed
preferably throughout the strip closely ad-
jacent, but in staggered relation relatively
to, the center web or rib 1, as seen in Figure 4.

My new strips may be readily and inex-
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pensively manufactured, and by the use of
strips in accordance with my invention, I
am enabled to quickly, conveniently, tightly,
securely, and efficiently bind and fasten wall-
board and other such sections in place and
form a substantially seamless, smooth wall,
partition, or the like, the margins of the sev-
eral sections being covered and the joints
therebetween being concealed. I may add
that the strips enable the wall, partition, or
the like, to more positively resist combustion,
nails or other such fastening means of the
sections are concealed, and cracking of paper
or other surfacing material at seams is ob-
viated.

I am aware that changes in the form, con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
the several parts of my new fastening strip
may be made and substituted for those herein

shown and described without departing from. j;

the nature and principle of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is:

A wall-board joint-concealing and fasten-
ing strip of substantially T-cross-section and
comprising a web and a pair of oppositely
disposed flanges presented outwardly trom an
end of and at an angle to the web, each of
said flanges having a down-turned serrated
lip along its outer margin. .

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification,

CHARLES BETZ. .
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