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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
KENNETH CUNNINGHAM, OF CHEYENNE, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 

WRE-STRETCHER. 

No. 812,981. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 20, 1906. 
Application filed December 2, 1905, Serial No. 289,953, 

To all uhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, KENNETH CUNNING 

HAM, a citizen of the United States, residin 
at Cheyenne, in the county of Roger Mills an 
Territory of Oklahoma, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Wire 
Stretchers, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to devices for stretch 

ing wires, and is designed especially for fence 
making, and has for its object the production 
of a device simple in construction, reasonable 
in cost of manufacture, and that will operate 
satisfactorily. 
My invention will be described in detail 

hereinafter and illustrated in the accompa 
nying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of my invention, 
showing it applied to a fence-post; and Fig. 
2, a top plan view of the device. 

In the drawings, similar reference charac 
ters indicate corresponding parts throughout 
both views. 
A represents the fence-post, and B One of 

the line-wires. 
My wire-stretcher consists of a frame made 

of two crossed bars 1, secured together at 2 
and having at one end hooks 3 to receive a 
chain 4 for securing the device to post A. The 
other ends of bars 1 are bent to form bear 
ings 5, in which are journaled a roller 6, ro 
tated by means of crank-lever 7. 

8 represents a length of chain secured to 
roller 6 and adapted to be secured to wire B. 

9 represents a rod secured to bars 1 and 
having pointed rods 10 secured thereto, which 
engage the post A when the device is in posi 
tion to brace it and hold it in the horizontal 
position. (Shown in Fig. 1.) One end of roller 
6 is formed with ratchet-teeth 11, and 12 rep 
resents a gravity-pawl adapted to engage 
said teeth when the device is in operation. 

In operation my improved stretcher is at 
tached to a fence-post, as shown in the draw 
ings, and after the chain A is secured to the 
line-wire B to be stretched the roller 6 is ro 
tated, by means of the crank 7, until the de 
sired tension is given the wire. The pawl 12, 
engaging the teeth of ratchet 11, holds the 

roller from turning backward while the wire 
is secured to post A, after which the device is 
removed from the post by unfastening chain 
4 from hooks 3 and chain 8 and the stretcher 
moved to the next post, where the operation 
is repeated. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is— 

1. In a fence-wire stretcher, crossed bars 
adapted to be secured to a post, and a roller 
journaled in said bars, substantially as shown 
and described. 

2. In a fence-wire stretcher, crossed bars 
having hooks at one end, a flexible element 
adapted to engage said hooks, and a roller 
journaled in said bars, substantially as shown 
and described. 

3. In a fence-wire stretcher, in combina 
tion with a fence post and wire, crossed bars 
having hooks at one end, a flexible element 
secured to said hooks and adapted to encir 
cle the post, a roller journaled in said arms, a 
flexible element secured to said roller and 
adapted to be secured to the fence-wire, a bar 
secured to said crossed bar, and pointed bars 
secured to said bar and adapted to engage 
the post, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

4. In a fence-wire stretcher, in combina 
tion with a fence post and wire, crossed bars 
having hooks at one end, a flexible element 
secured to said hooks and adapted to encircle 
the post, a roller journaled in said arms, a 
crank-lever to actuate said roller, said roller 
being provided with ratchet-teeth, a flexible 
element secured to said roller and adapted to 
be secured to the fence-wire, a bar secured to 
said crossed bar, pointed bars secured to said 
bar and adapted to engage the post, and a 

| gravity-paw? pivotally secured to said bar 
and adapted to engage the ratchet-teeth in 
the roller, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand in presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

KENNETH CUNNINGHAM. 
Witnesses: 

JosEPH. S. SHORT, 
DANIEL W. TRACY. 
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