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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A shipping container having a hanger rack secured
upon the top thereof, provided with arms for securing
the hanger rack against lateral movement, and reinforce-
ments for maintaining the container intact under the
load carried by the hanger rack.

———— ———

This invention relates to a shipping container for
clothing, and more particularly to a hanger rack con-
struction insertable in such container for suspending con-
ventional clothing rangers therefrom, and with means for
reinforcing the walls of such containers to prevent
buckling thereof, especially in areas where such hanger
rack construction is placed within or upon the container.

It is common practice in the art to provide a rack or
bar across the top of a shipping container so that con-
ventional clothing hangers, having mounted thereupon
suits, coats, dresses or the like, may be suspended there-
from. Such bar or rack is generally provided with a pair
of inverted trough-like members at each of the ends there-
of, which are adapted to be seated upon the upper lateral
edges of a shipping container. In order to restrain such
trough-like members against movement along the edges
of the container, projections of varying kinds have been
provided which “stab” into the walls of the container and
cause distortion thereof. Extending the trough-like mem-
bers so as to extend along the entire lateral edges of the
container, although effectively restraining lateral move-
ment, limits the use of the rack to a single container size.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
transverse rack in a shipping container which will resist
lateral movement without distorting or piercing the walls
of such container.

Another object of the present invention is the provi-
sion of a transverse rack which can be easily installed in
and removed from a conventional shipping container,

A further object herein is the provision of a transverse
rack for supporting a plurality of conventional hangers
which may be used with containers of varying sizes.

Because of the rough handling to which a clothing
container is subjected, and by reason of the weight of
the garments suspended from 2 rack, the outer walls of
the trough-like members which are seated upon the lat-
eral edges of the container tend to become distorted and
flare outwardly. Generally, too, the weight of one con-
tainer placed upon the top of another container causes
buckling of the lower container,

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a shipping container sufficiently reinforced at ap-
propriate points to prevent buckling and collapse of the
container when an inordinate load is placed thereupon.

Another object of this invention is the provision of a
shipping container having a transverse rack for support-
ing conventional hangers which will not become distorted
under the weight of a load suspended thereupon.

In general, achievement of the foregoing aims, objects
and advantages of the present invention is accomplished
by the provision of a transverse bar extending between
the sides of a conventional shipping container and hay-
ing an inverted U-shaped, trough-like member at each
end thereof, adapted to be seated upon the upper lateral
edges of said container. A reinforcing element secured
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to and extending medially through the arms of said
U-shaped, trough-like member is provided for maintain-
ing the arms of said U-shaped, trough-like member in
spaced relationship and which provide additional seat-
ing support to said transverse bar. Longitudinal sup-
porting means are further provided for securing the ship-
ping container against buckling and collapse under par-
ticularly heavy loads.

Other objects, advantages and inventive characteristics
of the present invention will become apparent to those
versed in the art from the following description of a
specific embodiment of the invention as illustrated in the
drawings wherein like characters designate like parts in
the several views, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the clothes hanger sup
port according to the present invention shown seated
upon the top lateral edges of a conventional shipping
container;

FIG. 2 is a view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary end view of the rack partially
broken away seated upon the top edge of the container;

FIG. 4 is a view similar to that shown in FIG. 1 show-
ing the longitudinal supporting means therewith, and
also showing in dot and dash lines, a flap or lid pro-
vided on the container;

FIG. 5 is a view taken on line 5—5 of FIG. 4, and-

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary end view showing the longi-
tudinal supporting means with a preformed seat or slot.

Referring now to the drawings, the shipping container
160 is provided with front and back walls 11 and 12 re-
spectively, and side walls 13 and 14, and also a bottom
(not shown), to form a box for enclosing articles of
clothing being transported and may be fabricated of any
suitable material such as corrugated board or the like,
resulting in a conventional container, as partially illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The clothes hanger rack 20 is com-
prised of a transverse bar 21 extending between walls
13 and 14 and is adapted to have suspended therefrom
a plurality of hangers 22. Said transverse bar 21 is fabri-
cated of a rigid material such as wood, metal or the like.
At each end of transverse bar 21 there is provided a
substantially inverted U-shaped, trough-like member 30,
30’, adapted to be seated upon the top edges of walls
13, 14 respectively. A reinforcing member 40, such as a
bolt or the like, extending from one arm 31 to the other
arm 32 of member 30 is provided to retain the arms of
said member 30 in spaced relationship, and extends into
the end section of bar 21, securing member 30 thereto.
Reinforcing member 40 may be provided with a cylindri-
cal jacket along the area thereof extending from arms 31
to 32 respectively, to maintain such arms in spaced re-
lationship and to prevent said arms from flaring out-
wardly when a heavy load is put on the container. Re-
inforcing member 40 may assume, in cross-section, a
substantially triangular configuration so as to permit it
to be forced down upon top edge of container 10 in the
event that no slot is provided along the top edge thereof.
In order to provide greater reinforcement, a semi-cylin-
drical, open-end member 35 is provided by extending arm
32 and folding said arm inwardly to form said member
35. The ends of bar 21 may then be inserted and secured
within member 35 by a bolt 36.

In the utilization of rack 20, a slot 15 is provided
medially along the top edge of sides 13, 14 so that when
the inverted U-shape trough-like member 30 is placed
upon the lateral top edges of sides 13 and 14 of con-
tainer 10, reinforcing member 40 is positioned within
said slot 15 and rests upon the edge 16 created thereby,
while the inverted U-shaped, trough-like member 30 rests
upon points 17 and 18 of the top edges of container 10.

In order to restrain container 10 from buckling and
collapse, especially when another container is placed over
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it, longitudinal supporting means comprised of a sub-
stantially elongated member 59 is secured to sides 13
and 14 respectively. Said member 50 may be a substan-
tially rigid member, such as wood, or may be fabricated
of corrugated board and is secured against the inner sur-
faces of sides 13, and 14 by pasting or the like. It is to
be noted that the top end of member 50 is provided with
a slot 41, and such slot overlying slot 15, so that re-
inforcing member 40 is effectively seated within said
slots 15 and 41. Where the shipping container 10 is pro-
vided with a top lid 55, a lateral slot 56 is provided
above slot 15 so that member 30 may be scated therein.

Although this invention has been described with respect
to the embodiment shown herein, it is to be understood
that the present invention is not limited to that described
and illustrated in the drawing, but various changes, modi-
fications and adaptations may be made and the structure
as so modified and changed would still fall within the
ambit of this invention and would not depart from the
spirit and scope of this invention as described and il-
lustrated.

I claim:

1. In a shipping container having front, side and rear
walls and a bottom for confining therein a plurality of
articles of merchandise and a slot medially along the top
edges of said walls at the sides of said container; a hanger
rack comprising a transverse bar extending between the
side walls of said container; a substantially inverted
U-shaped member seated upon the top edges of the side
walls of said container; means for securing said inverted
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U-shaped member to said transverse bar; a reinforcing
member extending between the arms of said inverted
U-shaped member for insertion within said slot and for
retaining said transverse bar against lateral movement
along the top edges of said container.

2. In a shipping container according to claim 1, where-
in said reinforcing member is a bolt having a cylindrical
jacket thereabout.

3. In a shipping container, according to claim 1, where-
in said reinforcing member assumes, in cross section, a
substantially triangular configuration.

4. In a shipping container, according to claim 1, in-
cluding a longitudinally disposed reinforcing strip on each
side wall thereof, said reinforcing strip extending from
the bottom of said container with a slot in its upper end
and terminating at the point of contact of said reinforc-
ing member within said slot of the side wall.
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