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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PARKER WINEMAN, of 

Rock Island, in the county of Rock Island and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Barbs for Fence 
Wires, &c.; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. . - 
My invention relates to wire fences, more 

particularly to wire fences which are designed 
for use in inclosing the pasture-fields of farms, 
or for confining cattle; and the invention con 
sists in a new and improved barb device to be 
used in connection with a wire fence for the 
purpose of preventing the animals thereby 
inclosed from leaning or pushing against the 
fence and breaking down the same. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of a portion of a wire fence, show 
ing my improvements. Fig.2 is a plain view 
of my improved barb device, and Fig. 3 is an 
elevation of the same. 

Referring to the parts by letters, A repre 
sents a portion of a wire fence constructed of 
three strands or wires twisted into the form 
of a rope, and to which is given a curviliuear 
or wave-line form, as indicated by the letters 
a a', so that it will be, in a measure, elastic 
when stretched and secured to the posts, and 
may expand or contract as influenced by the 
rarying temperature to which it is exposed 
without straining the posts, and without los 
ing its tension through expansion or breaking 
through contraction, the serpentine or cur 
vilinear form of the wire permitting of the ex 
pansion and contraction of the metal without 
materially affecting its general tension or de 
stroying its efficiency as a fence. 

I have shown a fence-cable composed of 

to those skilled in the art that a single cur 
vilinear wire will possess the same advan 
tages as regards expansion and contraction, 
and therefore I do not limit myself to the use 
of any specific number of wires or strands of 
Wire, - 

B represents my improved barb device, 
which I prefer to make of Wrought-iron from 
bars of metal of suitable form; but it may be 
made of steel or any suitable metal possess 
ing the requisite degree of rigidity or hard 
ness, strength, and toughness. The barb B 
has three. Yoints. radiating from a common 
center, at which point the metal is thickest, 
and from whence. it gradually tapers on all 
sides toward the points. . . 
Great rigidity and strength is secured by 

the pyramidal form thus given to the project 
ing points of barb. The pyramids all abut 
against and support each other at the point 
of juncture, so that the points of the device 
cannot be bent or turned aside by the press 
ure of the animal's body, but will be sure to 
penetrate the skin and give pain, thereby caus 
ing the animal to keep at a safe distance from 
the fence thereafter. 
I have shown the barb device having three 

points; but it may have more, if desired, the 
number of points being immaterial so long as 
they are made in the form shown and de 
scribed. - 

The barb device may be readily applied to 
a three-strand wire fence, such as I have here 
in before described, the points projecting from 
between. the strands of the coil, as shown by. 
the drawings. 

I also coat the barb with tin or other non 
corrosive material, so that it will not become 
oxidized by exposure to the weather and im 
part poisoned wounds to the animals which 
may come in contact with it. 
Baving thus described my invention, what 

I desire to secure by Letters Patent is 
The barb device B, constructed, as described, 

with three points, b, radiating and tapering 
on all sides from a common center, in combi 
nation with the three-strand wire cable A, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I affix my signature in presence of . 

- three strands of wire; but it will be evident two witnesses. 
PARKER WINEMAN. 

Witnesses: 
D. G. STUART, 
Jos, T. K. PLANT, 

  


