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1. 27, 1,654,040 

ED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
oIS, ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE ASSIGNMENTS, To 
ago, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF DELA 

tion filed Aare. 37, 1928, seria. No. 87,829. 

yice with one or more series or rows of open 
ings 12 extending in a line across the frame 
parallel with the keepers and with an open 

printing devices ing arranged in alignment with each keeper. 
Jating gperations of a These grging may be of any desired size 

i have disclosed sev- Suitable for the purpose, and any number 
to provide for a va- of Series or rows may be provided that the 
My present, inven- frame will conveniently accommodate. The 
- o provide another tab 9 has an elongated stem 13 which is 

I levices adapted to cover the opening below, the 
of or in conjunc- keeper in which the tab is held, and for this 

is disclosed in purpose and with the construction shown 
n greater the ster, projects below the opening iOthere 

ned, if in. Shorter tabs 14 like those disclosed in 
any patients aforesaid may be used in the 
same frames, with the classification they 

he B. J. 

provide, or long tabs 15 may be notched at 
I6 or O wise constructed as shown in said 
patients if such extended classification is re 
quired or short tabs and long tabs may be 
rade as indicated at 17, 18. frare 

device, but it is. ne-piece plate f 
. t ? o 

ally Printing devices of this character are fed 
f One at a time through an addressing or other 

printing machine, which comprises certain 
:Ontroller devices adap O be located in a 
predetermined position to be operated by the 
index tab control units. Actuation of a con 
roller by a unit, sets in operation the print 
ing mechanism to effect an impression from 
the printing device whose control unit actu 
ated the controiler. Obviously no impres 
Sion will be taken from those printing de 
vices on which the control units are not 

nates a positioned to engage and actuate a controller, 
suitable de- and since the control units are arranged on 
the plates 6 the printing devices according to a prede 

in relief termined classification, it will be manifest 
is provided with a that, as the devices are run through the ma 
In keep , 8 which chine an impression will be taken only from 

, Series or row across the those printing devices in a given classifica 
top ther The Siena tion for which the controller on the machine 
to be en with any has been set. For example, there are 12 

pe's 3 ed with an openings in the series shown on the print 
adjacent its end to engage a ling device in the drawings, and let it be 

ance it in alignment, with the keep- assumed that these openings are provided 
for a monthly classification and that the 

printing der classification is designed to indicate Subscrip 
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tion expirations. On each printing device 
the tab control unit will be arranged in the 

10 

as they are run through the mac 

5 

the expiration month of 
the subscription (or in any other desired 
system) and the elongated stem will cover 
the opening 12 in alignment with the keeper 
which holds the tab. In the drawings the 
tab is arranged in the fourth keeper indi 
cating that the subscription expires in April 
and all the printing devices bearing tabs in 
this position will be ity, printed 

position ising 

all of the printing devices bearing tabs in 
other keepers will be skipped in their travel 
through the machine. 

It will be observed that tab control units 
such as I have disclosed in my prior patents 
and as shown at 14 in Fig. 4 may be used in 

, the printing device provided with openings 
. 20 

30 

12, in which case the controller of the print 
ing machine will be set to be operated by 

patents; or the tabs as described in my 
elongated tabs 9 or 15 may be used in these 
printing devices with the controller of the 
machine set accordingly. With the tabs 9 
the heads of the tabs may be used for one 
set of classifications and the openings for 
another set of classifications, the controller 
of the machine being set for one or the other 
classification, as may be desired. With the 
tabs 14 a variety of classifications can be ob 
tained as described in my patents, and with 
the tabs 15 a still greater variety of classi 

35 
fications may be obtained because of the ad 
dition of the openings 12. It is customary 
in printing devices of the kind shown to 
provide the frame with a bead 17 at the top 
and with other devices 18 for receiving and 
holding an information card which is de 
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tachably engaged therewith. I have shown 
these devices in the drawings and it will be 
readily understood that according to my 
present invention as herein disclosed-a card 
to be used in the frame as a part of the 
printing device must be provided with open 
ings 'corresponding to those in the frame. 

In Fig. 2 I have shown a card 19 provided 
with a series or row of openings 20 to regis 
ter with the openings 12 in the frame of the 
printing device. The lower end of the stem 
of the tab control unit projects over the 
opening in the frame and under the opening 
in the card to block both openings. With 
this invention it is essential that the regis 
tered openings of the frame and the card 
in the classification selected for printing 
should be blocked so that the controller will 
be intercepted to effect an operation of the 
machine, and the arrangement of the lower 
end of the stem between the frame and the 
card is due to the keeper construction shown 
and described. It is obvious that the hole 
would be blocked if the lower end of the 
stem were located at the back of the frame 
or at the front of the card instead of between 

ine, and 

1,084,040 
the frame and the card, and this can be accomplished by reconstructing the R 

OW I have not considered it necessary to s 
the controller because that forms no part of 
the present invention and may be varied 
in construction and operation in many 
As an illustration of one form of controller 
which may be used I may mention that it 
can be in the form of a Aft of fingers 
positioned in a row to engage the openings 
in the printing device so that as each print 
ing device is brought into registration with 
the controller the fingers will enter all of the unobstructed openings, but printing im 
pressions will be taken only from those 
E. devices of a certain classification 
etermined by the index tab control units 

to which the machine has been set. The 
selected index tab control unit obstructs the 
finger of the controller according to the set 
ting of the machine and this results in a printing impression from that printing de 
vice, and from every printing device having 
an index tab of the same kind and similarly 
disposed. 
By using a tab with a specially shaped 

head in conjunction with an elongated stem, 
and the openings 12, 20, and controller 
means adapted for operation accordingly, a 
large classification may be provided for. 
I am aware that changes in the form, con 

struction and arrangement of the printing 
device herein shown and described may be made without departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing the advantages of the invention 
and I reserve the right to make all such 
changes as fairly fall within the scope of the 
following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A printing device having a series of 

keepers extending in a row across the device 
adjacent the upper edge thereof and open 
ings below the keepers and aligned there 
with, and an elongated index tab adapted 
to be detachably engaged with any keeper 
and to project below the keeper to obstruct 
the opening aligned therewith. 

2. A printing device having a keeper and 
a protuberance below the keeper and an 
opening below the protuberance, and an in 
dex tab detachably engaged with the keeper 
and having an opening to engage the pro 
tuberance and projecting downward to ob 
struct the opening below the protuberance. 

3. A printing device having a series of 
keepers extending in a row across the device 
adjacent the top thereof and a series, of openings extending across the device below 
and parallel with the keepers, said openings 
being aligned with said keepers, and an 
elongated index tab adapted to be detacha 
bly engaged with any keeper and to project 
below the keeper to obstruct the opening 
aligned therewith 

4. A printing device comprising a frame 
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having a series of keepers extending in a card on the frame, and an elongated index 
row across the frame adjacent the upper tab adapted to be detachably engaged with 
g thereof, and a row of openings below any keeper and to EE below the keeper 10 

and adjacent the row of keepers and aligned between the frame and the card to obstruct 
therewith, a card having a row of openings the openings in the frame and card aligned 
to register with said row of openings in the with the keeper in which the tab is engaged. 
frame, means, for removably i. the JOSEPH. S. DUNCAN. 


