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FIG. 1

sample. The tube includes a closure arranged at an open end to close the open end
and a partially evacuated inner space. The closure also includes a base portion con-
nected to the sidewall and a cap portion coupled to the base portion, where the cap
portion has an elastomeric material that is pierceable from outside of the tube for
collecting a sample into the partially evacuated inner space and where the cap por-
tion can be pivotable with respect to the sidewall such as to make the inner space
accessible for withdrawing an aliquot of the sample. Alternatively, the cap portion
can be separable from the base portion to make the inner space accessible and the
base portion can include a self- resealable valve adapted to allow access of a pipet-
ting unit into the inner space when the cap portion is separated and adapted to re-
seal after withdrawal of the pipetting unit. Also disclosed is a work cell for hand-
ling sample collection tubes.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-9

A sample collection tube for collecting a body fluid sample,
the tube comprising: an open end, a closed end and a
sidewall between the open end and the closed end, the
sidewall having inner and outer walls; a closure arranged at
the open end to close the open end; and a partially
evacuated inner space between the inner walls, the closed
end and the closure; wherein the closure comprises a base
portion connected to the sidewall and a cap portion coupled
to the base portion, the cap portion comprising an
elastomeric material that is pierceable from outside of the
tube for collecting a sample into the partially evacuated
inner space, and wherein the cap portion is pivotable with
respect to the sidewall to make the inner space accessible
for withdrawing an aliquot of the sample, solving the
problem to provide a sample collection tube with an
alternative cap.

2. claims: 10-12

A sample collection tube for collecting a body fluid sample,
the tube comprising: an open end, a closed end and a
sidewall between the open end and the closed end, the
sidewall having inner and outer walls; a closure arranged at
the open end such as to close the open end; and a partially
evacuated inner space between the inner walls, the closed
end and the closure; wherein the closure comprises a base
portion connected to the sidewall and a cap portion coupled
to the base portion, wherein the cap portion comprises an
elastomeric material that is pierceable from outside of the
tube for collecting a sample into the partially evacuated
inner space, wherein the cap portion is separable from the
base portion to make the inner space accessible for
withdrawing an aliquot of the sample, and wherein the base
portion comprises a self-resealable valve adapted to allow
access of a pipetting unit into the inner space when the cap
portion is separated and adapted to re-seal after withdrawal
of the pipetting unit, solving the problem to provide a
sample collection tube with a self-resealable valve in order
to maintain the tube closed after withdrawal of an aliquot
of sample from the tube.

3. claims: 13-15

A work cell for handling sample collection tubes, the work
cell comprising: a tube opening unit adapted to pivot a cap
portion with respect to the sidewall or to separate the cap
portion from the base portion of a sample collection tube of
Claim 1 or Claim 10, solving the problem to provide an
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alternative way of opening a sample collection tube.
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