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This invention relates to toothbrushes and has for its 
primary object, the combination of a bristle tooth brush 
and a gum massager on the same handle. 
A further object is to provide a toothbrush having con 

ventional bristles for brushing in the normal manner, 
with the addition of a pointed elastic member for massag 
ing the gingival tips of the gums and cleaning between 
the teeth. 
A still further object is to provide a combination 

bristle tooth brush and elastic gum massage device in 
which the gum massage device extends above the plane 
of the free ends of the bristles. 
These objects I accomplish by means of such structure 

and relative arrangement of parts thereof, as will fully 
appear by a perusal of the description below and by vari 
ous specific features which will be hereinafter set forth. 
To the above cited and other ends and with the fore 

going and various other novel features and advantages 
and other objects of my invention as will become more 
readily apparent as the description proceeds, my inven 
tion consists in certain novel features of construction and 
the combination and arrangement of parts as will be 
hereinafter more particularly pointed out in the claim 
hereunto annexed and more fully describes and referred 
to in connection with the accompanying drawings where 

FiG. 1 is a bottom view of the toothbrushing and gum 
massaging device constructed according to this invention. 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on the line 
2-2 of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the brush. 
FIG. 4 is an end section view of the brush, taken on 

the line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of a modified form. 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the modification shown in 

FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is an elevational view of another modification. 
F.G. 8 shows an elevational view of still another modi 

fication. 
FIG. 9 is a plan view of the form shown in FIG.8. 
FIG. 10 is an elevational view of still another modi 

fication. 
FIG. 11 is a plan view of the modification shown in 

F.G. 10. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, numeral i0 repre 

sents the handle of the brush, having a head 11. In the 
form of the invention shown in FIGS. 1-4, numeral 12 
represents the stiff bristles, which may be natural or syn 
thetic. A rubber or plastic gum cleaner and massager 
13 is mounted on said head 11 intermediate the stiff 
bristles 12. This massage 13 may be mounted at any 
desired location among the stiff bristles 12, but the pref 
erable location is adjacent the end of the head 11 and 
surrounded by the stiff bristles as shown in the drawings. 
The base of the massager is enlarged and may be 
mounted in the bristle retaining portion in various ways, 
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a preferred form being shown in FIGURES. 4 and 5, 
where the large conical base has a flange extending there 
from around its periphery, said flange and a portion of 
the large conical base being embedded in the bristle re 
taining portion, thus securely holding the massager in 
place. Due to this method of fastening, the massage 
will not work loose and fall out, even with vigorous mas 
saging of the teeth and gums. 

It is to be noted that the massager 13 is conical shaped 
and has its point extending above the plane of the free 
ends of the stiff bristles 12. This is to insure that the 
tender parts of the gums will be engaged by the Soft mas 
sager 3 before the hard bristles contact the gums. Thus 
as the teeth are brushed in the normal regular manner 
the massager 13 will engage the gingival tips of the gums, 
and enter between the teeth, cleaning and massaging at 
the same time. The inclusion of the massager in the 
brush still allows the brush to be used in the same manner 
as regular bristle brushes, as the Soft plastic or rubber 
massager will flex easily and be depressed below the plane 
of the free ends of the stiff bristles when pressure is ap 
plied against the teeth, as in regular brushing. 
A modification is shown in FIGS. 5 and 6. This shows 

a plurality of rubber massagers 3 surrounding a central 
group of stiff bristies 12. The tips of the massagers are 
in the same plane as the tips of the stiff bristles, but the 
location of the softer massaging members will act to pro 
tect the gums from damage by the stiff bristles and also 
give a gum massaging and cleaning action when brush 
ing the teeth. 
A further modification is shown in FIGURE 7. in this 

form the softer massage members 13 are conical shaped 
and located in the same positions as the massage men 
bers in FGS. 5 and 6, but with the exception that the 
tips of the massage members extend beyond the plane of 
the tips of the bristies 2. 
A still further modification is shown in FIGURES 8 and 

9. This modification shows the rubber massage mem 
bers as being chisel shaped instead of conical and posi 
tioned at 90 to each other, to facilitate the massaging 
and cleaning of all gum and tooth surfaces. The anguiar 
positioning of the massage members will insure that 
vertical and horizontal areas of the guns and teeth will 
be reached. As shown in the drawings, the chisel shaped 
massage members i4 have their edges parallel to the han 
dile and the chisel shaped massage members 15 have their 
edges transverse to the handle. 
A still further modification is shown in FIGURES 10 

and 11. This modification shows the chisel shaped mas 
sage members 16 on the outside of the hard bristle mem 
bers with their edges all in line with the longitudinal axis 
of the handle and with each other. In this form, the 
massage members i6 are longer than the bristle men 
bers 2. 
The invention may be embodied in other special forms 

without departing from the essential characteristics there 
lof. Hence, the present embodiments are therefore to be 
considered in all respects merely as being illustrative and 
not as being restrictive, the scope of the invention being 
indicated by the appended claim rather than by the fore 
going description, and all modifications and variations as 
fall within the meaning and purview and range of equiva 
lency of the appended claim are therefore intended to be 
embraced therein. 
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What is desired to claim and secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States is: 
A combined tooth brush and gum massaging device, 

comprising a handle having a bristle retaining portion 
on one end thereof, a plurality of relatively stiff bristies 
attached to said bristle retaining portion, the free ends 
of said bristles lying in a plane and a single, conical 
shaped gum cleaner and massager being sharply pointed 
at one end and flaring to an enlarged cone base at the 
other end, said pointed end extending above the plane of 
the free ends of the stiff bristles, the enlarged conical base 
being embedded in the end of the bristle retaining portion 
remote from the handle and surrounded by said bristles, 
whereby the pointed end protrudes above and is sur 

5 

0. 

4. - 

rounded by the bristles on the end of the bristie retaining 
portion remote from the handle. 
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