0 0 T O R

WO 00/46718 A3

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED
(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
10 August 2000 (10.08.2000)

UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

A 00 IO

(10) International Publication Number

WO 00/46718 A3

(51) International Patent Classification’: GO6F 17/60

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US00/02888
(22) International Filing Date: 2 February 2000 (02.02.2000)
(25) Filing Language: English
(26) Publication Language: English
(30) Priority Data:

60/118,477
09/493,823

3 February 1999 (03.02.1999)
28 January 2000 (28.01.2000)

Us
Us

(71) Applicant: FREIGHTMART.COM CORPORATION
[US/US]; Suite 636, 100 North Brand Boulevard, Glendale,
CA 91203 (US).

(72) Inventor: TANGKILISAN, Christopher, Y.; Freight-
mart.com Corporation, P.O. Box 91338, Los Angeles, CA
90009-1338 (US).

(74) Agents: FAR-HADIAN, F, Jason et al.; Loeb & Loeb
LLP, Suite 2200, 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Los An-
geles, CA 90067 (US).

(81) Designated States (national): AE, AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ,
BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU,CZ, DE, DK,
DM, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL,
IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP,KR,KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU,
LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT,
RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA,
UG, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW.

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,
KE, LS, MW, SD, SL, §Z, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian patent
(AM, AZ,BY,KG, KZ,MD, RU, T}, TM), European patent
(AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU,
MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM,
GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:
With international search report.

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: A METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HANDLING SHIPPING REQUESTS VIA THE INTERNET

Shipper's

Shipper's
Computer

Computer
220

Computer

Internet Connection 250

Sevice Provider's
Server System

260"\

Forwarder's
Computer

(57) Abstract: The invention is directed to a
method of handling shipping orders over the
Internet. In one or more embodiments of the
invention, a shipper provides the necessary
shipment information to numerous forwarders
by providing the information only once to a
service provider. The provided information
is then maintained in the service provider’s
information storage system. The information
is provided to a plurality of forwarders. The
forwarders are invited to place their bids
by a certain deadline. The system queries
forwarders to place their bids and enter all
relevant information that may be useful to the
shipper in making a selection. The placed bids
and information are then collected, stored, and
arranged by the system for submission to the
shipper. Certain information, such as survey
results, news articles, or other publications
including detailed information about the
background of various forwarders that have
participated in the bidding process, can also
be made available to a shipper, if requested.
Once the collected information is submitted to
a shipper, he or she has the opportunity to select
from the multiple bids provided by the system.
Once the shipper accepts a bid, the transaction
is completed and a confirmation is forwarded
to the forwarder who has won the bid.
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