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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT TURNER, JR., OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR TO D. M. 

FERRY & CO., OF DETROIT, 
MICHIGAN. 

MICHIGAN, A CORPORATION OF 

DISPLAY-CASE 

1No. 839,438. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 25, 1906. 
Application filed September 4, 1906, Serial No. 333,077. 

To all, Luhon, it may conce7n. 
Be it known that I, ROBERT TURNER, Jr., 

a citizen of the United States, residing at De 
troit, county of Wayne, State of Michigan, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Display-Cases, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, which 
form a part of this specification. 
My present invention has for its object an 

improved display-case, the same being de 
signed as an improvement upon a case of this 
description embodied in an application filed 
by me August 21, 1905, Serial No. 275,018, 
the case, as set forth in said application, be 
ing especially adapted as a display-case for 
packages of seeds or analogous articles, al 
though I do not limit myself solely thereto. 
As in said application, my improved case 

consists, essentially, of an inclosing body 
provided with a series of trays for holding the 
goods, the trays when the device is in use to 
display the goods being supported upon fold 
ing end brackets, the trays being removable, 
so that the brackets may be folded within 
the body of the case and the trays, stored 
away within said body in compact form for 
shipping and storage. 

carry out my invention as hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective. Fig. 2 is 
a cross-section on the line 22, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 
is a detail view showing one form of construct 
ing the end brackets. Fig. 4 is a plan view 
with the cover and the trays removed, show 
ing another modification in the construction 
of the end brackets. Fig. 5 is a detail view 
in perspective, illustrating my improved 
means for supporting the trays upon the end 
brackets. 
The aim of my present invention is, more 

particularly, to provide improved means for 
supporting the trays upon the end brack 
ets, whereby the trays will be held firmly in 
position and without liability of the trays 
sliding laterally. 

In the drawings the body of the case is in 
dicated at a, which may consist of an inclos 
ing box provided with a hinged cover b, ar 
ranged to fold down upon the top of the body 

lower edges to the bottom of the box, as indi 
cated at e, Fig. 4, to fold downward into the 
bottom of the box, in which case the end 
brackets are not removable, or they may be 
connected by a back stripf, as shown in Fig. 
3, the end brackets folding inward against 
the back strip, in which case the brackets 
and connecting back strip are removable 
from the box. A series of trays is indicated 
at g. 
To support the trays upon the end brackets, 

my present invention contemplates securing 
upon the outer ends of the trays a metal 
tongue, (indicated ath,) which may consist of 
sheet metal bent into required shape to form 
a tongue, the metal being bent inward also to 
form a web, (indicated at , Fig. 5,) the lateral 
edges of the metal being flanged to form an 
attaching-plate j. To receive the web of 
the supporting device or tongue, the end 
brackets are provided with a series of up 
right kerfs or grooves, (indicated at k,) open 
at their upper ends. It will readily be seen 
that by such a construction the webs of the 
tongue may simply be lowered into the cor 
responding grooves, while the trays may be 
readily lifted to disengage them from the end 
brackets. Obviously this means of support 
ing the trays prevents any lateral movement 
of the trays, which is found to be an impor 
tant and desirable feature in the construction 
of the display-case. The folding end brack 
ets may be formed of sheet metal stamped or 
cut into desired form and provided with sup 
porting kerfs or grooves in the upper edges of 
the brackets. The tongue h will obviously 
project outside of the end brackets. This 
form o construction is found to be of supe 
rior efficiency and utility. The end brackets 
are stepped so that the trays may rise one 
above the other for the greater display of the 
goods. The folding end brackets may be 
made of any suitable material. For some 
purposes they may be made of paper, for ex 
ample. 

I do not limit myself solely to any partic 
ular way of fastening the tongues upon the 
ends of the trays, as it may be done in any 
suitable manner. 

It will be observed that if an upper tray, 
for example, be slipped back of its proper po 

or box when the trays are in stored position. sition on the end bracket or a lower tray be 
The end brackets are indicated at c and d. slipped forward of its proper position there 
These end brackets may be hinged at their will be a liability of the packages to be in 
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other, whereby the trays may be lifted ver 
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Serted into the trays being accidentally 
dropped into the open space between the 
trays and down into the box, which liability 
is prevented by constructing the device as 
herein described, as the trays cannot get out 
of position and there will be no liability what 
ever of packages being accidentally dropped 
between the trays down into the hox. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. A display-case having in combination 

an inclosing body, folding stepped end brack 
ets located within the extremities of the 
body, and a series of trays, each of Said, 
trays and the end brackets having a tongue 
and - groove connection the one with the 

tically off from the steps of the brackets, and 
whereby the trays will be held from lateral 
movement when supported in the end brack 
etS. - m 

2. A display-case having in combination 
an inclosing body, folding stepped end brack 
ets located within the extremities of the 

889,438 

body, and a series of trays each provided at 
the opposite extremities thereof with Sup 
porting-tongues, the end brackets being con 
structed with upright kerfs or grooves open 
at their upper ends to receive the correspond 
ing tongues. 

3. A display-case having in combination 
an inclosing body, folding stepped end brack 
ets located within the extremities of the 
body provided with upright kerfs or grooves 
open at their upper ends, and a series of 
trays each provided at its opposite extremi 
ties with tongues to engage in the grooves 
of the end brackets, said tongues formed with 
a Web to engage in said grooves, and with at 
taching-fanges. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
Specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

ROBERT TURNER, JR. 
Witnesses: 

N. S. WRIGHT, 
E. M. SPIELBURG. 
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