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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jaaes M. PATTERSON,
of Springtown, in the county of Parker and
State of Texas, have invented a new and In-
proved Insulator, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of insulators which are
employed for insulating and supporting wires
such for example as telephone and telegraph
cirenit wires; and the object of the invention
is to provide a device of this character of a
simple,inexpensiveand durable construction,
which shall present certain features of nov-
elty and advantages foruse over other similar
devices heretofore employed, all as will be
hereinafter fully set forth.

The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
insulator in use for insulating and sapport-
ing one of the wires of a barbed-wire fence,
said wire forming an electrical conductor.
Fig. 2 is asectional view taken longitudinally
through the insulator in the plane indicated
by the line X X in Fig. 3, and Fig.5 is an end
view of the insulator.

In Fig. 1, T have shown the insulator in use
for supportingand insulating one of the wires
of a barbed wire fence. In this view 1 indi-
cates the posts of the fence on which are se-
cured barb wires 2, 3, 4, the upper and lower
wires 2 and 4 being secured to the posts in
the ordinary manuner by means of staples 5 or
similar securing devices, and the central wire
3 being employed as an electrical conduetor
and being supported by the insualating de-
vices constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Kach of these insulating devices
comprises two sections 6 composed of glass,
porcelain, or other suitable insulating mate-
rial, having on their inner sides squared lon-
gitudinal recesses 7 adapted when the sec-
tions 6 are placed together to coincide, as in-
dicated in Fig. 8. At its center each of the

recesses 7 is provided with a depression 8 hav-
ing oppositely inclined or beveled walls, as
clearly seen in Fig. 2, and each of these de-
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pressions 8 forms alocking aperture or recess
adapted to receive a similarly shaped projec-
tion 9 integrally formed on the outer side of
a block 10 of wood or other suitable material,
the end portions of which are squared and
shaped to conform to the longitudinal recess
7 in the section 6 wherein said block 10 fits.
Two of the blocks 10 are employed in the in-
sulator, being of similar form to engage the
similar recesses in the sections 6, and on the
inner sides or faces the said blocks 10 are pro-
vided with longitudinal notehes 11 which eo-
incide when the sections are united, to form
a central longitudinal passage adapted to re-
ceive the fence wire 3, as clearly indicated in
the drawings. :

The sections 6 of the insulator are rounded
or curved on their outer faces, as clearly in-
dieated in the drawings, and at their central
part said sections are provided with corre-
sponding grooves 12, coinciding with each
other and forming a seat to receive a tie wire
13, which is arranged within the same and
twisted at its ends in a manner tosecure said
sections firmly together, said wire being se-
cured to the post 1 by means of a staple 14
or other suitable fastening device, as clearly
indicated.

The blocks 10 being of wood, the barbs of
the wire 3 when said wire is inserted in the
notches 11, will sink into the face of the wood,
whereby the wire is firmly and securely held
in place between the said blocks againstlon-
gitudinal movement, the blocks themselves
being held against withdrawal from the re-
cesses 7 in the respective sections 6, by theen-
gagement of the projections 9 with the lock-
ing apertures § in the respective sections.

The insulator constructed as above de-
seribed, is of an exceedingly simple and in-
expensive character, and is well adapted for
supporting and insulating a wire, being adapt-
ed to clamp the wire securely and prevent
longitudinal movemett of the same after the
wire has once been arranged in position.

By the arrangement shown in Fig. 1 the
central wire 8 of the barb wire fence may be
employed as an electrical conductor, being in-
ciuded in either a telephone, telegraph or
other circuit. If desired a signal device of
any preferred kind may be included in said
cirenit, comprising the wire 3,in such a man-
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ner that should a break occur in the line of
fence, said signal device would be actuated
to indicate sald break.

Having thuos deseribed my mventlon, I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— v

1. An insulator, comprising two sections of
insulating material adapted to fit together and
each provided on its inner sides with a longi-
tudinal recess, and bloecks notched on their
inner faces and adapted to be inserted in the
said longitudinal recesses in the sections, with
their notches coinciding to form apassage for
the wire, substantlally as set forth,

2. An insulator, comprising two sections of
insulating ma_tenal provided on their adja-
cent faces with longitudinal recesses adapted
to correspond when the sections are secured
together, and having locking apertures, and
blocks edch provided with a noteh in its inner
face and with a projection on its outer face,
said blocks being adapted to be arranged in
the recesses in the respective sectlons with
their notches coinciding to form a ecentral lon-
gitudinal passage for the wire, and their pro-
jections engaging the locking aperturesin the
sections, substantlallv as set forth.

3. An insulator, comprising two sections of
insulating- material provided on their adja-
cent faces with longitudinal recesses adapted
to correspond when the sections are secured

together, and having locking apertures, and

wooden blocks each provided with’a noteh in -

its inner face and with a projection on its
outer face, said blocks being adapted to be ar-
ranged in the recesses in the respective sec-
tions with their notches coinciding to form a
central longitudinal passage for the wire, and
their projections engaging the locking aper-
turesin thesections, substantially as set forth.
4. ‘An insulator, comprising two sections of
insulating material provided on their adja-
cent faces with longitudinal recesses adapted
to correspond when the sections are secured
together,and having locking apertures, blocks
of soft material each provided with a notch
in its inner face and with a projection on its
outer face, said blocks being adapted to be ar-
ranged in the recesses in the respective sec-
tions with their notches coineiding to form a
central longitudinal passage for the wire and
their projections engaging the locking aper-
tures in the sections,and a wire having barbs,
said wire extending through the central lon-
gitndinal passage in the insulator with its
barbs engaging the surfaces of the notches in
the said blocks, substantially as set forth.

JAMES M. PATTERSON..
Witnesses:
W. N. HUTCHESO\I
J. D. HUTCHESON.
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