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The present invention relates to a guard for chained
door bolts. ‘More particularly the invention pertains. to
a cover plate which overlies the conventional slotted re.
tainer plate or keeper and which is so designed that
access to a cooperating bolt or buiton attached to the
chain may be had only from that side of the guard re-
mote from the door edge.

Chain-attached bolts permit partial opening of a door,
but it has been found that access to- the bolt may be
had by persons whose fingers and hands are sufficiently
small to reach and slide the bolt out of the keeper, or
a wire or other improvised tool may be manipulated fo
release the bolt from the opposite side of the door. It
is, therefore, a purpose of this.invention to prevent such
manipulation of a bolt of this type and provide for re-
lease of the bolt only from an opening not easily ac-
cessible from the edge of the door. The invention will
be understood from the following - description thereof
when taken with the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a chain-retained bolt
with a preferred form of the present guard positioned
thereover;

Fig. 2 is a section taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the guard.

In the drawings it will be seen. that a bolt or button
10 having the uswal T-head is attached to one end of
chain 11, the other end of which is secured to anchor
plate 12, the Iatter being held to door frame 13 by
screws or similar fastenings. Bolt 10 cooperates with
keeper plate 14 provided with slot 15, one end of which
is enlarged at 16 to permit withdrawal of the bolt, This
arrangement is conventional and forms no part of the
invention except that the guard is associated therewith,

The guard 17, as best illustrated in perspective in Fig.
3, is preferably, although not necessarily, a box-like cas-
ing of metal or other rigid material closed on four sides
and open on the other two sides, Flanges 18 on the
casing and adjacent one open side thereof, are suitably
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provided with openings 19 to accommodate screws or
other fasteners and permit attachment of the. casing to
the door.. When the casing is attached to the door this
side of the casing is also closed. The closed end 20
of the casing is nearest the ‘door edge and is provided
with an opening 22 which is only large enough to per-
mit passage of the bolt and chain therethrough. The
width and height of the casing are such that a human
hand may be inserted through open end 23 to manipulate
the bolt either to engage it in the keeper or to release
it therefrom. The length of the casing is substantially
that of the keeper so that the open end of the guard cas-
ing is some. distance from the edge 21 of the door,
making it practically impossible to manipulate the bolt
by fingers or improvised tools, by a person acting from
the opposite side of the door, .If desired, the opening
22 through which the chain passes may be provided with
a protective ring or grommet 24 of soft rubber or plastic
material to reduce wear on the casing and chain as well
as to minimize noise as the chain is drawn through the
opening,

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has
been shown and described, it is mot intended that the
guard be limited to the exact form illustrated, but may
be modified ‘within the terms of the appended claim to
meet specific requirements.

Having described my invention, what T claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

In combination with a chain, a bolt attached to said
chain, and slotted keeper for a door as described, a box.
like rigid casing disposed over and enclosing the keeper,
said casing being closed on all sides except that end
remote from the ¢dge of the door, said remote end
having an opening sufficiently large to permit insertion
of a human hand to manipulate the bolt, the clased end
of said casing nearest the door edge having an opening
only slightly larger than said bolt and through which
said chain and bolt are inserted, the dimensions of said
last-mentioned opening being substantially less than said
first-mentioned opening whereby insertion of a human
hand- into said casing may be made only through said
first-mentioned opening.
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