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This invention relates to adjustable supports and more 
particularly to an improved adjustable drapery pin or 
hook capable of varying the height of a drape or curtain 
to control the length and evenness thereof without neces 
sity for separating the device from its rod or hanger or 
from the drape or curtain. 

Specifically, the invention comprises a two-piece ratchet 
mechanism, one piece attachable to a drape or curtain 
the other piece attachable to a drapery rod or curtain 
carrier. By mere forward pulling of the drape or curtain, 
relative movement of the pieces is accommodated to vary 
the height of a drape supported thereby. All of the ad 
justments can be effected after the drape is hung and can 
be made from the front of the drape where the results are 
immediately visible. 

Heretofore, several adjustable drapery supports have 
been proposed and developed for accomplishing the ad 

- justing in height of a drape, but in every case, it was 
necessary for a set screw to be loosened and tightened, a 
locking mechanism to be unlocked and locked for either 
up or down movement of the drape, a complete removal 
of the drape from the drapery Support to be repositioned, 
removal of a drapery receiving element from the drapery 
rod engaging member for repositioning with respect there 
to, and the following of many other complicated pro 
cedures. In these cases, the manufacture of the adjust 
able drapery support was expensive, the operation of the 
support to effect the adjustability was complicated, and 
the durability was short lived. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to obviate 
the above named difficulties and provide an adjustable 
drapery support or hanger which is relatively inexpensive 

... to manufacture, is of simple construction, may be easily 
and expeditiously manipulated for adjusting the height 
of draperies and curtains or the like, and is durable and 
long-lived. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an ad 

justable Support for draperies, curtains or the like adapted 
to quickly and easily adjust the level of the drapery to 
control the evenness thereof without resorting to measure 
ments. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an 
adjustable drapery support or hook which need not be 
sewn into the fabric, but which is adapted to be easily 
removable from the drapery as a unit. 
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60 Another object of this invention is to provide an adjust 
able drapery support or hook which is adapted to hold the 
heading or the pleating of a drapery firmly and upright. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
drapery support or hook comprised of two pieces movable 
relative to one another for adjusting the height of the. 
drapery without removing the support from a drapery rod 
or carrier, and without resorting to a manipulation of a 
set Screw, clamping means or the like. 
And still another object of this invention is in provid 

ing an adjustable drapery hanger, wherein the adjustability 

2 
is effected by the manipulation of a ratchet mechanism 
integral with the hanger. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an adjust 

able drapery support or hanger which may be manipulated 
from the front of an already hung drape by one hand of 
the user to vary the height of a drapery supported thereby. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an ad 

justable drapery support or hanger composed of a drapery 
receiving member and a drapery rod engaging element 
connected thereto by a ratchet arrangement arranged so 
that free upward movement of the drapery receiving mem 
ber may be accomplished at any time while downward 
movement is had only by application of outward and 
downward pressure of the drapery receiving member, and 
whereby means. is provided for preventing sufficient ro 
tation of the drapery receiving member to disengage the 
ratchet locking action. 
Another feature of this invention resides in the pro 

vision of an adjustable drapery support or hanger compris 
ing a drapery receiving member and a drapery rod or 
carrier element associated for relative movement therebe 
tween by a ratchet arrangement, wherein a rod receiving 
element carries a slotted pawl portion and body portion 
constructed of nylon so that the body portion may flex 
relative to the pawl portion to allow disengagement of the 
ratchet mechanism and relative movement of the drapery 
receiving member. 

Other objects, features and advantages of this invention 
will be apparent from the following detailed disclosures, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying sheet of draw 
ing. in which: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a drapery 
support on a traverse rod in accordance with the features 
of the invention; 

Figure. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view, partly 
sectional, of the preferred embodiment of the invention 
disassociated from a drapery and drapery rod; 

Figure 3 is also a side elevational view, partly sectional, 
of the invention shown in Figure 2, and illustrating the 
manner in which the drapery receiving member is tilted 
and a portion of the drapery rod element is flexed to un 
lock the ratchet means and permit downward movement 
of the drapery receiving member relative to the drapery 
rod element; - 

Figure 4 is an enlarged top plan view of the drapery 
rod element shown in Figures 2 and 3; 

Figure 5, is an enlarged side elevational view of the 
drapery rod element; and 

Figure 6 is an enlarged front elevational view of the 
drapery rod element according to the invention. 

Referring to Figure 1, the adjustable drapery support 
or hanger according to the invention, generally designated 
by the numeral 10, includes a drapery receiving member 
11 engaging and supporting the pleating or heading of 
a drapery 12, and a drapery rod element 13 removably 
supported by an eyelet of rod carrier 14 which is, in turn, 
supported for longitudinal movement along track 15 of 
a traverse rod device, generally designated by numeral 
16. The traverse rod device 16 forms no part of the in 
vention, but, merely illustrates one supporting device the 
invention may be associated with. It is to be understood 
that the drapery hanger 10 of this invention may be suit 
ably associated with other known types of drapery sup 
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porting rods which obviously need not be described in de 
tail herein. Also, any known type of drapery, curtain, 
ornamental hanging or the like may be supported by the 
drapery hanger of this invention. 
The drapery receiving element 11 is composed of three 

legs, the outer two physically contacting a drape by the 
coaction of a substantially U-shaped clamping member 
having an outer leg 17 terminating at its upper ends in 



3 
a sharp point for piercing the fabric of the drape, an 
inner leg 18 connected to the outer leg 17 at its bottom 
with an enlarged somewhat circular portion 9. The 
outer leg 7 and inner leg 18 coact to partially clamp the 
fabric of the drapery therebetween, while the lower en 
larged circular portion 29 provides room for partially 
gathering a portion of the drapery fabric and taking the 
downward load of the drapery. It is to be understood 
that what is known in the art as a pleating pin may be 
substituted for the outer leg 17 where such a pleating 
pin might be desired. 
An elongated ratchet-notched leg 20 is spaced rear 

wardly of the inner leg 18 and connected thereto at its 
top end by a curvate portion 21. The leg 20 substantial 
ly parallels legs 17 and 18 and lies in approximately the 
same plane thereof, and is provided on its back side with 
a plurality of equally spaced notches 22. The drapery 
receiving member 11 is preferably constructed of a suit 
able metal, although it may be composed of other suit 
able materials. 

Referring now to Figures 2 to 6, the drapery rod re 
ceiving element 13 comprises a hook portion for re 
movable attachment to a drapery rod or drapery carrier, 
as illustrated in Figure 1, defined by an elongated arm 
23 connected at its top by curvate portion to a shorter 
arm 24 which is disposed approximately parallel to arm 
23 with the lower end of arm 24 leaning slightly toward 
arm 23. Extending laterally from the upper end of arms 
23 and 24 is a pawl portion 25 terminating in a free end 
and slotted adjacent thereto as indicated by numeral 26, 
to receive the notched leg 20 of the drapery receiving 
member. At the lower end of arm 24 a curvate portion 
24a bends upwardly to receive a substantially square or 
rectangular body portion 27 which has substantially 
centrally thereof, along the vertical axis a bore 28 for 
slidably receiving therein the notched leg 20 of the 
drapery receiving member 11. Although the notched 
leg 20 is capable of sliding within the bore 28 of the body 
member 27, the bore and leg are sized for a relatively 
close fit. It is noted that the bore body member 27 
27 terminates at its ripper end at a distance slightly short 
of the horizontal pawl portion 25, and that the bore 28 
is more or less aligned with the aperture 26 of the pawl 
portion 25. 

Looking more closely at the pawl portion 25, the slot 
26 is constructed so that the leading edge 26a is inclined 
from top to bottom rearwardly toward the hook portion 
to provide a relatively sharp upper edge for engaging the 
notches 22 of the notched leg 20, and that the leading edge 
26a projects forwardly partially over the bore 28 of the 
body member 27 so that a ratchet coaction between the 
pawl portion 25 and the leg 20 can be effected. The 
trailing edge 26b is likewise inclined with respect to the 
horizontal pawl portion 25 to be substantially parallel 
with the inclination of the leading edge 26a of slot 26. 
The one-piece drapery rod element 13 is preferably con 
structed of a plastic such as nylon, although any other 
suitable material, including metal capable of flexing at 
the curvate portion 24a may be used. The selected ma 
terial may be molded, cast or otherwise formed. It is 
only necessary that a certain resiliency or flexibility be 
embraced within the element so that the body portion 27 
may be displaced from its normal position. As noted in 
Figures 4 and 6 the elongated arm 23 is more or less 
narrow so that it may be easily inserted in an eyelet of 
a rod carrier, as shown in Figure 1 while the paw por 
tion 25, the arm 24 and the body portion 27 are some 
what wider than the arm 23. However, all of the com 
ponents of the drapery rod element 13 may be of the 
same width. The arm 24 is relatively thin compared to 
the heavy body portion 27 to permit flexing of the arm 
for displacing the body portion 27 from its normal posi 
tion. 

In the operation of the drapery hanger, the drapery 
rod element is attached to a drapery rod or carrier by 
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4. 
inserting the elongated leg 23 within an eyelet of a 
carrier as shown in Figure 1, or hanging the hook por 
tion over a draper rod. Due to the ratchet arrangement 
the drapery receiving pin or member 11 which is asso 
ciated with a drape may be moved upwardly relative to 
the rod element 13 by simply exerting a pressure on the 
pleat or heading of the drape in an upward direction to 
slide the notched leg 20 past the leading edge 26 of the 
pawl portion 25 to lock the member 11 in any position 
within the limits provided by the notches 22 on the notch 
leg 2-0. To lower the drape, it is only necessary to pull 
the pin or drapery receiving member 11 forward in the 
direction of the arrow 29 of Figure 3 by exerting a light 
pressure on the heading or pleating of the drape. This 
action will displace the normal position of the body por 
tion 27 through the action between the leg 20 with the 
body portion 27 and flex the arm 24 of the drapery rod 
element 13, approximately as shown in Figure 3, to dis 
engage the notched leg 20 from the pawl portion 25 
and permit the member 11 to drop relative to the drapery 
rod element 13. The slot 26 of the pawl portion 25 
limits the forward movement of the drape 20 and the 
member or the pin 11 by the engagement of the back sides 
of the leg 20 with the trailing edge 26b of the slot 26. 
A further feature of this invention lies in the fact that 
the side of the body portion 27 adjacent the inner leg 
18 of the pin 11 is only spaced slightly therefrom which 
prevents the pin 11 from rotating relative to the rod 
element 13 a sufficient amount to disengage the notched 
leg 20 from the pawl portion 25. So it is seen thaf to 
vary the height of a drape supported by a drapery hanger 
according to the present invention may be easily and 
quickly accomplished by the manipulation of a single 
hand by the user. 

It will be understood that modifications and variations 
may be effected without departing from the scope of the 
novel concepts of the present invention. 
We claim: 
1. An adjustable support for draperies or the like, 

which comprises a U-shaped drapery receiving member, 
a ratchet-notched leg portion on said member, a hook 
to be removably associated with a drapery rod or track 
carrier having a bored body portion and a pawl for re 
ceiving and coacting with the notched leg portion of 
the drapery receiving member and adjustably and posi 
tively locking the hook and member together, whereby 
relative movement between the hook and the drapery 
receiving member may be accomplished to vertically 
position a drape. 

2. An adjustable support for draperies or the like, 
which comprises a U-shaped drapery receiving member, 
a ratchet-notched leg portion on said member, a nylon 
hook to be removably associated with a drapery rod or 
track carrier having a bored body portion and a pawl 
for receiving and coacting with the notched leg portion 
of the drapery receiving member and adjustably and 
positively locking the hook and member together whereby 
relative movement between the hook and the drapery 
receiving member is accomplished to vertically position 
a drape. 

3. In combination, a drape, a drapery rod, and an ad 
justable support for hanging the drape on the rod, which 
comprises a drapery receiving member associated with 
said drape, and a drapery rod hook mounted on a drapery 
rod, said hook and drapery receiving member having 
pawl and ratchet means for adjustably positioning one 
with respect to the other, from the front of the drape 
without removal of the drape from the receiving mem 
ber or the hook from the drapery rod. 

4. A two-piece drapery support adapted to adjustably 
position a drape or the like along the vertical, which 
comprises a drapery receiving member having a U-shaped 
portion and a ratchet-notched leg connected to a leg of 
said U-shaped portion, and a drapery rod or carrier 
receiving element having a hook portion, a slotted pawl 
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portion for receiving the ratchet-notched leg of said 
drapery. receiving member, and a smooth bore body 
portion capable of flexing with respect to the pawl por 
tion and arranged to closely receive said, ratchet-notched 
leg to normally, and positively lock the leg with said pawl 
portion. W - 

5. A drapery support adapted to selectively position 
a drape or the like with respect to a drapery rod along 
the vertical, which comprises means for attachment to a 
drape, means for attachment to a drapery rod, and coact 
ing means carried by said drape attachment means and 
said drapery rod attachment means for selectively po 
sitioning the drape, with the drapery rod while facing the 
front of the drape. 

6. A drapery. Support adapted to selectively, position: 
a drape or the like with respect to a drapery rod along 
the vertical, which comprises means for attachment to a 
drape, means for attachment to a drapery rod, a notched 
leg carried by said drape attachment means, and a 
pawl carried by said drapery rod attachment means co 
acting with said leg for adjustably and positively posi 
tioning the former means with the latter means. 

7. A drapery support adapted to selectively position 
a drape or the like with respect to a drapery rod along 
the vertical, which comprises means for attachment to 
the heading of a drape, means for attachment to a drapery 
rod, a notched leg carried by said drape attachment 
means, and a pawl carried by said drapery rod attach 
ment means coacting with said leg for adjustably po 
sitioning the former means with the latter means, and 
locking the notched leg against downward movement 
but allowing free upward movement thereof whereby 
manipulation of said support may be accomplished from 
the front of the drape. 

8. A two-piece drapery support adapted to adjustably 
position a drape or the like along the vertical, which 
comprises a drapery receiving member having a U-shaped 
portion and a ratchet-notched leg connected to a leg of 
said U-shaped portion, a drapery rod or carrier receiving 
element having a hook portion, a slotted pawl portion 
for receiving the ratchet-notched leg of said drapery 
receiving member, said slotted pawl portion limiting the 
relative movement between the pawl portion and said 
leg, and a smooth bore body portion capable of flexing 
with respect to the pawl portion and arranged to closely 
receive said ratchet-notched leg to normally positively 
lock the leg with said pawl portion. 

9. A two-piece drapery support adapted to adjustably 
position a drape or the like along the vertical, which 
comprises a drapery receiving member having a U-shaped 
portion and a ratchet-notched leg connected to a leg of 
said U-shaped portion, a drapery rod or carrier receiving 
element having a hook portion, a slotted pawl portion 
for receiving the ratchet-notched leg of said drapery 
receiving member, and a smooth bore body portion ca 
pable of flexing with respect to the pawl portion and 
arranged to closely receive said ratchet-notched leg to 
normally positively lock the leg with said pawl portion, 
said bored body portion being substantially rectangularly 
shaped and arranged to substantially abut one leg of 
the U-shaped portion of said drapery receiving member, 
thereby preventing said member from sufficiently rotat 
ing relative to the drapery rod element during normal 
operation to unlock the pawl from the notched leg. 

10. A two-piece drapery support adapted to adjustably 
position a drape or the like along the vertical, which 
comprises a drapery receiving member having a U-shaped 
portion and a ratchet-notched leg connected to a leg of 
said U-shaped portion, and a drapery rod or carrier receiv 
ing element having a hook portion, a slotted pawl portion 
for receiving the ratchet-notched leg of said drapery 
receiving member, and a smooth bore body portion ca 
pable of flexing with respect to the pawl portion and ar 
ranged to closely receive said ratchet-notched leg to 
normally positively lock the leg with said pawl portion, 
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6 
whereby, the application of outward, and downward pres 
Sure, on said drapery, receiving member applied from the 
front will release the ratchet-notched leg from the pawl 
carrying drapery rod receiving element permitting said 
member to slide downwardly, relative to said element. 

11. A two-piece drapery support adapted to adjustably 
position a drape or the like along the vertical, which com 
prises a drapery receiving member having a U-shaped por 
tion and a ratchet-notched leg connected to a leg of said 
U-shaped portion, and a drapery, rod, or carrier receiving 
element having a hook portion, a slotted pawl, portion for 
receiving the ratchet-notched leg of said drapery receiving 
member, and a smooth bore body, portion capable of flex 
ing with respect to the pawl portion and arranged to close 
ly, receive said ratchet-notched, leg to normally positively 
lock the leg with said pawl portion, whereby the applica 
tion of outward and downward pressure on said drapery 
receiving member will flex the smooth bore body portion 
of said drapery rod element relative to the slotted pawl 
releasing the notched leg of said drapery receiving mem 
ber to permit downward movement of the latter. 

12. A Support for draperies or the like, which com 
prises a drapery rod receiving member, a drapery receiv 
ing member, and ratchet means connecting said members 
for adjustably positioning one with respect to the other 
in positive locked relationship. 

13. A drapery hanger or the like which comprises a 
first member, means on said first member to detachably 
mount the member on a drapery rod, a second member 
coacting with the first member, means on the second mem 
ber for attachment to a drape or the like, releasable lock 
ing means securing said first and second members in rela 
tively fixed relation and said locking means being manipu 
latable between released and locked positions from the 
front of the drape, whereby said first and second members 
are adjusted relative to each other to control the level of 
the drape without removing the members from the drape 
or rod. 

14. A drapery hanger or the like which comprises a first 
member, means on said first member to detachably mount 
the member on a drapery rod, a second member slidably 
coacting with the first member, means on the second mem 
ber for attachment to a drape or the like, releasable lock 
ing means securing said first and second members in rela 
tively fixed relation and said locking means being manipu 
latable between released and locked positions from the 
front of the drape, whereby said first and second mem 
bers are adjusted relative to each other to control the 
level of the drape without removing the members from 
the drape or rod. 

15. A drapery hanger or the like which comprises a first 
member, means on said first member to detachably mount 
the member on a drapery rod, a second member slidably 
coacting with the first member, means on the second mem 
ber for attachment to a drape or the like, releasable lock 
ing means securing said first and second members in rela 
tively fixed relation and said locking means being manipu 
latable between released and locked positions from the 
front of the drape and being released by rocking the sec 
ond member relative to the first member, whereby said 
first and second members are adjusted relative to each 
other to control the level of the drape without removing 
the members from the drape or rod. 

16. A drapery hanger or the like comprising an elon 
gated first member adapted to be attached to a drape in an 
upright position, said first member having spaced receiving 
means along the length thereof, a second member having a 
hook portion adapted to be attached to a drapery carrier 
and including an elongated arm connected at its top with 
a shorter downwardly extending arm, said second member 
having a portion extending laterally from the upper ends 
of said arms and terminating in a free end adapted to 
selectively engage said receiving means of the first mem 
ber, said second member having a body under the free end 
of said laterally projecting portion slidably mounted on 
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said first member and having its lower end joined with the 
lower end of said shorter arm by a flexible portion, and 
said flexible portion and shorter arm normally holding 
said free end of the laterally extending portion in a re 
ceiving means of the first member but accommodating 
pivoting of the shorter arm to move the free end out of 
said receiving means to permit relative sliding of the 
first and second members to adjust the height of a drape 
or the like. 

17. The drapery hanger of claim 16 wherein the first 
member is metal and the second member is a one-piece 
molded plastic unit freely slidable on the first member. 

18. A drapery hanger or the like which comprises an 
elongated drapery pin having a leg with spaced locking 
means along the length thereof, a drapery rod hook having 15 
an apertured body slidably mounted on said leg, an arm 
extending outwardly and upwardly from the bottom por 
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tion of said body, a pawl on the upper end of said arm 
overlying the body adapted to project into a locking means 
on the pin, and a hook portion on said arm depending 
from the upper end of said arm adapted to receive a 
drapery rod member, said arm being flexibly connected 
to said body to accommodate tilting of the pawl out of 
said receiving means to thereby permit sliding of the hook 
upon the pin. 
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