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(57) Abstract: A digital camera that exhibits a shortened shutter lag and an improved exposure performance. The digital camera
(100) has an imaging lens optical system (1), a diaphragm (2), an imager element (3), a hold/gain control circuit (4), a brightness
level determining unit (11), an exposure control circuit (12), a device control circuit (13), etc. The exposure control circuit (12)
\ap| determines, based on a brightness level supplied from the brightness level determining unit (11), whether an appropriate exposure
< is being performed. The exposure control circuit (12) calculates, based on a result of that determination, three values required for

performing an appropriate exposure: the aperture degree of the diaphragm (2), the shutter speed of an electronic shutter of the imager

element (3), and the gain of the hold/gain control circuit (4). Then, the exposure control circuit (12) calculates diaphragm control
~f data, electronic shutter control data and gain control data that are required for causing the diaphragm (2), the electronic shutter of
& the imager element (3) and the hold/gain control circuit (4), respectively, to reflect the calculated exposure amount.
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