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Application filed June 21, 1801, Serial No. 65,407, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES I. PROBEN
and GEORGE FISCHER, Jr., residents of the
city of New York, county and State of New
York, have invented an Improved Massage
Device, of which the following is a fall, clear.
and exact description.

Our invention relates to massaging appa-
ratus, more particularly to that class of self-
massage devices employing a ball for manipu-
lation npon the muscles; and the invention
has for.its object to produce a massage-roller
which will be simple in construetion, dura-
ble and efficient in use, and in which the mas-
sage-ball may be freely manipulated upon the
museles in every direction and whose parts
may be readily assembled or diseconnected.

The invention consists in the novel details
of improvement and combination of parts
hereinafter more particularly described and
claimed.

Referenceishad tothe accompanying draw-
ings, forming part hereof, wherein—

Tigure 1 is a side elevation of our improved
massage-roller. Fig. 2isalongitudinal cross-
section thereof, the ball being shown in dot-
ted lines. Fig. 3 is a central section of the
same on the line z z of Fig. 2 looking in the
direction of the arrow, and Fig. 4 is a plan
or top view of Fig 2. .

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Aindicates the stem or handle of our massage
device.

D and D' are two arms or sections adapted
to be placed in juxtaposition, as shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 4. The inner face of one of

theseseparable sections is shown more clearly-

in Fig. 3. These arm-like sections D D’ are
curved on their inner faces, as shown, and
are so constructed as to snugly hold the ball
I between them and prevent the same from
dropping out, but so as to permit the ball to
have free movement in any direction. The
free ends E of thesearms D D’ extend slightly
beyond the circumference of the ball I and,
ave bent slightly inwardly, as shown, and the
edges of said free ends of the arms D D’ are
slightly curved, as at e, to prevent the ball
from slipping outlaterally. (SeeFig.4.) The
lower portion of each of the arms D D’ has
screw - threaded shank -like extensions C,
which engage and ave locked in an interiorly-

‘terial, sueh as glass, ivory, &e.

screw-threaded sleeve or socket B upon the
handle A. (See Fig. 2.) TUpon the arms or
sections D D' is a shoulder 7/, against which
the upper end of the sleeve or socket B en-
gages. (See Fig. 2.

To facilitate the movement of the ball Tand
to avoid friction as far as possible, we pro-
vide at suitable points upon the inner face of
the arms D D' a series of antifriction-rollers
of approved construction and held in place by
any desired means, but preferably as shown,
(see Figs. 2and 3,) f' indicating countersunk
plates, in which are suitable recesses for the
reception of the antifriction-rollers g, and f
indicating the top plate, having an opening
through which the antifrietion-rollers g pro-
ject, said top plate. being flush with the in-
ner face of the sections D D’. The plates f f'
are held in place by the screw h. 'These an-
tifriction-rollers are preferably located at op-
posite sides of an equator or great cirele of
the ball I, one set of said rollers being pro-
vided at or near the free ends of the arms D
D’, as shown. The ball is disconnected by
simply unserewing thesleeve orsocket B from
the shank-like extensions of the separable di-
visions or arms D D', whereupon the same
will fall apart and the ball be removed, and to
assemble the parts it is only necessary to re-
verse this procedure—i. e., to place the ball I
between the arms D D’ and interlock said
arms by serewing the sleeve or socket B upon
their shank-like serew-threaded extensions
(see Fig. 2) up against the shoulders n'.

Ourimproved massage-roller is intended to
be utilized for heavy massage treatment, the
ball I being a heavy steel ball and weighing

from five to ten pounds, according to require-

ments; butit is of course understood that the
Dball I may be made of any other snitable ma-
It will be
noted that by our improved construction of
ball-retainer the ball can be manipulated
upon the muscles of the patient in any and
every direction, and the operator is enabled
to exert a heavy pressure upon the handle
while manipulating the ball, and the ball may
be rolled in every direction without chang-
ing the position of the handle A.
Ourimproved instrument being readily dis-
connected, as above described, balls of dif-
ferent weights may be easily and quiekly sub-
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stituted by the operator, a feature of great
advantage for massaging different parts of
the body. .

By having the ball T projecting laterally
from the arms D D', as shown, it will be ob-
vious that the ball can be caused to rub or
operate upon certain parts by moving the
handle substantially parallel with the portion
of the body being treated, whereas this would
not be feasible were the handle held perpen-
dicular to the parts to be massaged.

The handle A may be provided with a cen-
tral longitudinal opening for the passage of
an electrode for introducing an electric cur-
rent to the ball I for electric massage treat-
ment; but we do not claim this feature as
part of our invention.

693,084

What we claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A massage device comprising a handle, a
pair of opposed curved arms projecting there-
from, said arms having concaved inner sur-
faces, and antifriction-rollers projecting from
said inner surfaces of the arms, and a mas-
sage-ball located within the curves of said
arms, said ball projecting laterally and actu-
ally beyond said arms whereby the sides and
the end of the ball can be manipulated upon
the part to be massaged. ,

CHARLES I. PROBEN.,
GEORGE FISCHER, J=.

Witnesses: ‘ ,
FrED B. WiILSON,
VAL. FISCHER.
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