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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Mary L. Avien, a
citizen of the United States, and residing
at New York, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Col-
lar-Supports, of which the fellowing is a
specification, such as will enable those
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to means for sup-
porting the flexible collars usually worn by
ladies at the present time and which are
also composed of very light, thin material

and which when not supported will sag

down around the neck and can only be re-
tained in proper position by supports of
some kind; and the object of the invention
is to- provide a collar support or supports
of this class, the length of which may be
adjusted so that they can be used in con-
nection with collars of different heights or
widths; a further object being to provide
a collar support or supports of this class
which may be easily connected with a col-
lar when desired, and also easily detached
therefrom when the ‘collar is to be laun-
dried; and with this and other objects in
view, the invention consists in a collar sup-
port of the class specified, constructed as
hereinafter described and claimed.

The invention that forms the basis of
this application is an improvement on that
described and claimed 1n a prior patent
granted to me February 7, 1911, No.
983,260, and is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specifications, of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which
the separate parts of my improvement are
designated by suitable reference characters
in each of the views, and in which;—

Figure 1 is a view indicating the use of
a collar support of the class to which my
invention relates;—Fig. 2 a side and edge
view, respectively, of my improved collar
support detached;—Fig. 3 a view similar
to Iig 2, but showing the parts of the col-
lar support in a different position of ad-
justment;—Fig. 4 a view similar to Figs, 2

‘and- 3, but showing the separate parts of
“the collar support in a still different posi-
tion of adjustment;—Figs. 5 and 6 consist
of views of the different parts of the collar
support disconnected ;—Fig. 7 a view simi-
lar to Fig. 2 but showing a modification ;—
Fig. 8 a view similar to Fig: 8 of the con-
struction shown in Fig. 7;—and Figs. 9
and 10 are side views, respectively, of the
“separate parts of the collar support shown
in Figs. 7 and 8.

In Tig. 1 of the accompanying drawing
I have shown the method of using my im-
proved collar support, and in said figure,
the collar support « is secured to the inner
side of a collar b, and said collar support,
as shown in Figs. 2 to 6 inclusive, con-
sists of two separate parts ¢ and d formed
as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, said parts con-
sisting of thin strips of predetermined
length and composed of flexible material,
preferably celluloid or other transparent
or translucent material, or rubber, whale-
bone or other like material may be used if
desired. In the construction shown, the
strip ¢ is provided in one end portion
thereof with a longitudinal slot or- opening
¢® which extends from the central portion
of said strip in the direction of one end
thereof and which is approximately one-
third the length of said strip and said strip
is also provided with longitudinal rows of
perforations ¢2, there being, in the form of
construction shown, two of these rows of
perforations arranged adjacent to the op-
posite side edges of the strip, but the exact
arrangement of these rows of perforations,
as shown, is not absolutely essential and
said rows of perforations, or one of them,
may be placed centrally of the strip if de-
sired.

The strip d is provided in the .oppesite
side edges thereof and in one end portion
thereof and preferably adjacent to the
transverse middle portion of said strip,
with recesses ¢? forming a tongue d* having
a head ¢* and,in the form of construction
shown, the head d* is slightly greater in
Jength than one-third of the body portion
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d° of said strip, and said strip ¢ is also
provided with longitudinal rows or perfor-
rations ¢° which correspond with the per-
forations ¢* in the strip ¢

In connecting the separate strips ¢ and d
to form the complete collar support a, tha
head d* of the strip 4 is passed through
the slot ¢* of the strip ¢ and the parts may
then be adjusted as shown in Fig. 2 so that
the total length of the support will be same
as of either of the strips ¢ and d; or by
moving said strips longitudinally one on
the other, the adjustment shown in Fig.
3 may be produced, in- which the total
length of the support will be approximately

- longer than the total length of the support

when the separate parts thereof are ad-
justed as shown in Fig. 2; or by turning
one of said strips on the other the said
strips may be adjusted so as to extend the
total length of the support as shown in Fig.
4, and by means of my improved construc-
tion and the method of adjustment shown
and described, a single collar support may
be used on collars of any desired width or
vertical height.

It will be understood that when the sepa-
rate parts of the strips ¢ and ¢ are connected
by passing the head d* of one through the
slot ¢* of the other, the said parts may be

. turned one upon the other and adjusted into

any desired position without disconnecting
sald parts, and the perforations ¢* and d°
are so arranged that they may be made to
register in any of the positions shown and

- -- the support, in practice, is secured to the
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inner side of the collar b and transversely
thereof by stitching through said perfora-
tions and whenever it is desired to launder
the collar, the support or supports may be

- detached therefrom by cutting said stitch-

ing, and after the collar has been laundried,
the support or supports may be then con-
nected therewith as will be readily under-
stood.

My invention is not limited to the use
of the slot or opening in one of the strips
¢—d nor to the provision of a head on one of
said strips only, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6;
and in Figs. 7 to 10, inclusive, I have shown

- a modification in which two flexible strips e

60

and f are employed, said strips being each
of the same length and being provided, re-
spectively, with longitudinal slots or open-
ings ¢* and 2 and one of said strips, the
strip ¢ in the form of construction shown,
being provided at one end with a head &°
formed by notches or recesses ¢* which also
form a neck ¢°, and the strip / being pro-
vided at the opposite end thereof with a
head f* formed by notches or recesses f4,
which also form a neck /5 and, in practice,
these strips ¢ and f are connected as shown
in Figs. 7 and 8, by passing the head of one

996,304

through the longitudinal slot in the other.
This operation, as will be seen, interlocks
said strips and prevents any lateral move-
ment of one upon the other and said strips
may be adjusted, one upon the other, so
that the total length of the collar support
will be equal to the length of one strip only,
as shown in Tig. 7, or said strips may be
adjusted so that the total length of the col-
lar support will be approximately one and
one-half times greater than the length of
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one of said strips as shown in Fig. 8. The

supports ¢ and £, are also provided in the
side portions thereof and in the ends and
head portions thereof with perforations e
and 7% respectively, and these perforations
are spaced in such manner thaf in any de-
sired position of the separate parts of the
collar support, the said support may be se-
cured to the collar and the separate parts of
said support secured together by stitching
through said perforations and through the
collar and any desired number of said perfo-
rations may be employed as will be readily
understood. ' :

While practically the same result may be
accomplished by both forms of construc-
tion herein shown and discussed, I prefer
that shown in Figs. 7 to 10 inclusive, by
reason of the fact that when the parts e
and f are connected and locked together as
shown in Figs. 7 and 8, they may be ad-
justed longitudinally in any desired posi-
tion and the perforations therein will regis-
ter and there will be no lateral movement
of one of said parts upon the other, either
before or after they are stitched together,
or secured to the collar.

Having fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is;— :

1. A collar support of the class described

consisting of two thin flexible strips of pre-
determined length and of the same width
throughout their lengths, one of said strips
being provided with an oblong longitudinal
slot or opening, and one end portion of the
other strip being -provided with a head

formed by notches or recesses in the side -

edges thereof and which also form a narrow
neck, said head being adapted to be passed
through said slot or opening and the neck
to turn therein, said strips %eing also pro-
vided with perforations arranged longitudi-
nally thereof.

2. A collar support of the class described
consisting of two thin flexible strips of
predetermined length, both of said strips
being provided with a longitudinal slot or
opening, and said strips being also provided
at the opposite ends thereof with a head
formed by notches or recesses in the oppo-
site side edges thereof and which also form
a narrow neck, the heads of each strip be-
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ing adapted to be passed through the slot presence of the subscribing witnesses this
or opening in the other strip and the neck | 18th day of February 1911.
thereof to move therein, and both of said

strips being provided "with perforations MARY L. ALLEN.
which are arranged longitudinally thereof.| Witnesses:

In testimony that I claim the foregoing - C. E. MuLreaxy,
as my invention I have signed my name in F. G. Ar Lzz.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.” ’




