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(57) Abstract: Medical systems, devices and methods are provided for accessing a bodily opening that, among other things, are
safe and reliable, and facilitate manipulation of a medical instrument (100). The medical access device (20) generally includes an
elongated flexible sheath (24) and an expandable frame (22) connected to the distal end of the flexible sheath. The sheath and ex-
pandable frame are operable between expanded and collapsed configurations to provide a pathway from a natural orifice to the
bodily opening. Medical systems and methods are also provided for delivering the medical device.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-9

A medical device comprising an expandable frame and a
flexible sheath connected to the expandable frame, the
sheath collapsible over a portion of its length and operable
between a collapsed and an expanded configuration.

2. claims: 10-13

A medical system comprising an outer catheter, a medical
device having a connection member and a flexible sheath, the
sheath operable between a collapsed and an expanded
configuration, and and inner catheter having a plurality of
gripping members positioned on the outer periphery of the
inner catheter for gripping the sheath.
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