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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, ALBERT I.. BONNAFFON,
of the city of Philadelphia, and Stateof Penn-
sylvania, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Fences; and I do here-
by declare the- following to be a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification. .

My invention has relation to improved con-
struetionsin metallic fences, such as described
in Letters Patent of the United States No.
465,916, issued to me December 29, 1891; and
it consists in the improvements hereinafter
particularly described.

The object of my present invention is to

provide an improved construction of metallic
fence of the class described and claimed in
the above-mentioned Letters Patent for sub-
stantially the same purpose.

In the accompanying drawings similar let-
ters of reference refer tosimilar parts through-
out.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a single
post and railstheretosecured, illustrating the
improved construction of my present inven-
tion. Tig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
of the rails, representing the spurs struck in
the respective rails engaged on opposite sides
Fig. 3 is a side eleva-
tion of the post A. Tig. 4 is a longitudinal
sectional view of the rail with the spurslightly
bent out at the point ready for insertion in
the post. '

A represents the vertical post constructed,
preferably, of wrought or sheet steel or iron,
having provided therein slots s for theintro-
duction of the rails C C’, as in my former in-
vention. Thespursaa’are struck or stamped
of the wrought or sheet iron of which the rails
C ¢’ are constructed, preferably with their
points toward the respective ends of the rails.
‘When secured in position, the spur o of the
rail C is bent out, as particularly shown in
the section, Fig. 2, in the opposite direction
to the spur a’ on the rail ¢’ and on the oppo-
site side of the post A, making a complete
lock with the postand rails. The ends of the
rails C C’ are overlapped in the slot s of the
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post A, and the spurs a a’ stand, as before
stated, at right angles to thesides of said post
A on opposite sides thereof and extend out-
wardly from the rails on which they are re-
spectively formed away from the adjacent
rail, as particularly shown in the section in
Fig. 2. ’

The slots s provided in the posts A are pref-
erably gouged or enlarged in both sides, as
shown in Fig. 3, so that in assembling or con-
strueting the fence the respective rail ends
may be readily inserted in theslots even with
the points of the spurs a «’, slightly bent out-
wardly from the plane of therail. Theends
of the spurs are preferably slightly bent out-
wardly from the face of the rail, as shown in
Fig. 4, so that when inserted in the slots in
erecting the fence the spurs may be readily
and quickly pounded and hammered back
against the side of the post atright angles to
the line of the face of the rail.

In the construction shown in Figs. 2 and 3
of my former invention the spur in the con-
struction described is passed through the ori-
fice of the adjacent rail which was formed by
the stamping out of the spur, and in like man-
ner the spur of the adjacent rail was con-
structed to pass through the orifices of the
former rail, said orifices being formed by the
striking outof theseveralspurs, and thespurs
extend inwardly in opposite directions. This
construetion, described in my former inven-
tion, is valuable and practical; butexperiment
has demonstrated that the construction here-
in deseribed and claimed, and not previously
specifically shown in my former invention, is
an improved form and allows of a more ready
assembling of the parts.

The rails C C’ are preferably constructed
of wrought or sheet steel or iron, as are also
the posts A, and in the manufacture of the
fence the spurs are stamped or cut in the ma-
terial of which the rails are composed in any
well-known manner.

I am aware that spurs have heretofore been
stamped and formed in metallic rails, bands,
and palings for various purposes; but this I
do not broadly claim in this specification, my
present invention consisting in the device and
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construction herein particularly deseribed
and claimed of securing the rails of metallic
fences to the posts.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combination, in a metallic fence, of
the vertical posts A, having vertical slots s,
provided therein, of a length about equal to
the width of the rail ends to beinserted, lon-
gitudinal rails C C’, passing through the slots
s, enlargements provided opposite each other
in each side of the vertieal slot s to allow of
the entrance of the spur provided in the rail
when only partially struck out, and locking-
spurs a o', provided in the respective rails in-
tegral therewith, struck outwardly away from
the adjacent rail, and adapted to engage on
opposite sides of the vertical post A, securing
the railsrigidly thereto in opposite directions,
substantially as described.

2. In a metallic fence, the combination of

vertical posts A, having vertical slots s, each
of a length about equal to the width of the
rail ends to be inserted therein, enlargements
being provided in the sides of the vertical
slot opposite each other to allow of the intro-
duetion of the rail ends when the spurs pro-
vided therein are but partially struck out,
longitudinal rails C ¢/,and spursa.¢/,stamped
in the ends of the rails, said spurs having
their ends when formed adjacent to the end
of the rail in which they are formed, the spurs
of the rails when in position in the post struck
outwardly from the adjacent rails at a sub-
stantially rvight angle to the face of the rails
and on opposite sides of the said post, sub-
stantially as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 29th day of February, A. D. 1892,

ALBERT L. BONNAFION.
Witnesses:
HHORACE PETTIT,
II. GorpoN McCoUCH.

25

30

35




