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1. Claim. (C. 36-58.5) 

This invention relates to new and useful improve 
ments and structural refinements in slippers, and the 
principal object of the invention is to provide a slipper 
with an expansible and contractible quarter structure, 
such as will facilitate insertion of a foot therein in a 
simple, expeditious manner and without any possibility 
of bending or otherwise deforming the quarter. 
The above object is achieved by forming the quarter 

piece of the slipper from a pair of side members which 
are movable toward and away from each other, and 
providing resilient means for urging the two side mem 
bers together so that they effectively "hug' the heel of 
the foot, but at the same time, are sufficiently yield 
able to permit the foot to be quickly and easily insert 
ed or removed. 
Some of the advantages of the invention reside in its 

simplicity of construction, in its efficient and dependable 
operation and in its adaptability to embodiment in slippers 
of various types and sizes. 
With the above more important objects and features 

in view and such other objects and features as may 
become apparent as the specification proceeds, the in 
vention consists essentially of the arrangement and con 
struction of parts as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a rear elevational view thereof, showing 

the spreading action of the quarter piece when the foot 
is either inserted or removed from the slipper; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the subject shown in 
Figure 2: 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional detail, taken sub 
stantially in the plane of the line 4-4 in Figure 3; 
and 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the articulated rein 
forcing frame used in the invention. 

Like characters of reference are employed to designate 
like parts in the specification and throughout the several 
WeWS. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings in de 
tail, the slipper is designated generally by the reference 
character 10 and embodies in its construction a con 
ventional sole 12, a toe piece 14 and a quarter piece 16. 
The essence of novelty in the invention resides in the 

construction of the quarter piece 6, the same embody 
ing a bottom member 18 which is secured to the sole 12 
and a pair of side members 20 which are connected to the 
bottom member 18 and are movable toward and away 
from each other. 
The bottom member 18 as well as the side members 

20 of the quarter piece are of a hollow construction 
and accommodate therein an articulated reinforcing 
frame which is best illustrated in the accompanying Fig 
ure 5 and is designated generally by the reference nu 
meral 22. 
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The frame 22 consists of a base section 24 and a pair 

of side sections 26, all of these sections being preferably 
in the form of circular rings of wire the base section 24 
being disposed within the base member 18 of the quar 
ter piece, while the side sections 26 are similarly dis 
posed within the side members 20 of the quarter, as is 
clearly shown in Figure 4. 
The side sections 26 are movably connected to the 

base section 24 at diametrically opposite sides of the 
latter by means of coil springs 28, the free ends of these 
Springs being so anchored to the base and side sections 
so that the springs also function to urge the side sec 
tions 26 together. 

Accordingly, when the invention is placed in use, the 
side sections 26 enclosed in the side members 20 of 
the quarter piece will be effectively spread apart against 
the action of the springs 28 when a foot is either in 
serted or removed from the slipper as shown in Figures 
2 and 3. However, once the foot is in position in the 
slipper, the heel of the foot will be effectively "hugged” 
by the side members 20, as will be clearly understood. 
To further assist urging of the side members 20 to 

gether, an elastic band 30 extends between and is con 
nected to the side members at the back of the quarter 
piece. For ornamental purposes, a suitable bow 32 
may be stitched to the band 30 if so desired. 

It is believed that the advantages and use of the in 
vention will be clearly understood from the forego 
ing disclosure and, accordingly, further description there 
of at this point is deemed unnecessary. 

However, since numerous modifications and changes 
will readily occur to those skilled in the art, it is not 
desired to limit the invention to the exact construction 
shown and described, and accordingly all suitable modi 
fications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling 
within the scope of the appended claim. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
In a slipper, the combination of a sole, a quarter piece 

comprising a hollow bottom member attached to said 
sole and a pair of hollow side members connected to 
said bottom member and movable toward and away 
from each other, and an articulated quarter piece rein 
forcing frame formed entirely from wire material and 
comprising a ring-shaped bottom section disposed in 
said bottom member, a pair of ring-shaped side sections 
disposed in the respective side members and having 
lower edges thereof juxtaposed to opposite side edges 
of said bottom section, and a pair of coil springs ro 
tatablvembracing the juxtaposed edges of the bottom 
and side sections, the ends of said coil springs being 
anchored to the bottom and side sections where 
by to connect the same and urge the side sections to gether. 
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