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(57) Abstract: A system and method for searching the Internet is presented wherein the search results are ordered and selected using
I~ one or more preference tools. One such tool consists of the user defining a reference index number that is employed to prioritize
& and re-rank at least some of the sites obtained by the search, comparing each site’s parameters to the reference index number. Each
& index number includes several parameters in a preset order, each parameter being assigned a quantized relevance based on particular
search criteria. Another tool makes use of at least one bundle of websites having particular user-settings designating credibility or
trustworthiness. Websites from the search results are then accepted or ordered based on the contents of the bundles. Other tools
adjust search criteria based on a desired number of search results and separate browser cookies into (1) those personally trusted and
(2) all other cookies that are routinely purged.
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