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5 Claims.

This invention relates to a travelling or week-
end box. ‘

Tt is the object of the invention to provide a
box serving to receive bathing articles, services
and similar articles used for week-end parties
in' its collapsed position and adapted to be
changed to a couch or deck-chair. h

With this object in view the box comprises side
walls consisting of a plurality of so-called “lazy
tongs,” i. e. a series of two-armed levers hing-
edly connected in pairs in the form of scissors
or shears the ends of which are hingedly con-
rected with further scissors of the same kind
to form many successive parallelograms of- vari-
able side angles which can be adjusted to pro-
vide a structure of variable length, being very
short in a collapsed condition but having a con-
siderable length when stretched. . The said side
walls are held in a parallel spaced relationship
by cross bars. A flexible strip secured to the
cross bars is provided to be maintained in a
stretched condition in the stretched position of
the lazy tong arrangement and to be embraced
in the collapsed condition thereof by a cover
comprising the space of the box between the side
walls and adapted to be attached or locked at
its free end like a box cover by means of a lock,
advantageously a tension lock or the like.

According to a further feature of the .inven-

201 tion the cover comprising the inner space of the

box is adapted to be set up as a protective screen
or canopy top projecting over the head portion
of the couch and protecting the head of the
user from sun and wind. : :

The invention will be better understood by
reference to the following detailed description in
connection with the accompanying drawing
showing by way of example and diagrammati-
cally an embodiment of the invention, viz:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the box in its
closed position.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the box shown in
Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a section of the box, in a partly opened
position.

Fig. 4 is an elevation of the box stretched in
the form of a bed or couch.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view, showing a hinge
of the structure.
 Referring now to the drawing in greater de-
tail, it will be seen that the whole box consists
of walls which can be collapsed or folded to-
gether. Thus, for instance, the side walls of the
box are formed of lazy tongs held in a parallel
spaced relationship by cross bars 2, 3. These
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side walls { in their stretched position, ig. 4,
form the stretching members for the flexible
strip or covering cloth 4 which is secured at
one end to the cross bar 3 and at its opposite
end to a cross bar § of a head frame 6. The
head frame 6 is hingedly connected at T to-the
arm of the lazy tong associated with the cross
bar 2, and further supported by the arm 8 there-
of, so as to stretch the cloth 4. In order to re-
lease the head frame 6 from its stretched posi-
tion, catches 9 or locking bolts or the like are
provided at the arms 8 of the lazy tong and
adapted to engage corresponding recesses 10 of
the head frame 6 in the stretched position of the
lazy tongs only. A foot frame 12, consisting at
both sides of two hinged arms or slewing brack-
ets, is hingedly connected to the arms i1, the
cross bar 13 of the foot frame 12 being con-
nected with the cross bar 3. of the side wall by
a further flexible strip or cloth covering 14 and
thereby forming a lower extension of the bed
surface as known from collapsible deck-chairs.

The ottoman or fauteuil chaise thus set up
may be collapsed after release of the catcher
9, by withdrawing or pushing together the lazy
tongs [ in the known manner in their longi-
tudinal direction and swinging them towards the
head frame 6 in a manner as to form closed side
walls. In order that the hinged arms of the foot
frame 12 may bear tightly on the exterior arms
of the side walls, said hinged arms are hingedly
connected to. projecting bearing brackets 15 of
the arm |1 which permit the two hinged arms
12 of the foot frame on each side of the box
to be folded down side by side tightly and di-
rectly on the last arm of the lazy tong, as shown
in Fig. 3. :
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The collapsed bed is now enveloped Dy a cover .

{8 forming the wall of the box and being rein-

forced or stiffened at its: margin by hingedly.

jointed bars 17, (8, 19, 20 and 2{ which are en-
veloped by the cover cloth and held in an up-
right position with respect to the cover surface
by means of the bars 11 directly jointed to the
head frame 6 at 22. The cover 16 is reinforced

by transversely arranged bars or plates 23 and’

24 secured to it and forming at the same time
the bottom and cover stiffening bars of the boz.
The hinges 25 of the interconnected - bars 11-214
are bridged at the inner cover surface by means
of the tension straps 26 limiting the free hinge-
movement of the hinges 26 in one direction.
Thus, the box cover can be used as a.sun screen.
To this end, the whole cover I8 is upwardly
swung, with the bed set up, over the head frame
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6 to such a degree that it takes up the position
shown in Fig. 4 in which it is held by straps 271
secured to the head frame 6 and the bars (7.
The straps 26 provided at the hinges 25 then
hold the cover 16 over the bed with its outer
surface downwardly directed, in the form of a
screen.

Before collapsing or folding together the bed,
the cover {6 is swung back over the head frame
6, so that the bed is clear for collapsing. In a
collapsed state of the bed the cover is put over
the side walls formed by the tongs or shears in
such a manner that it embraces by its bars 17
the head frame 6, by its bars 18 the hinges of the
side wall |, by its bars 19 the foot frame 12, and

by its bars 20 the opposite hinges of the side walls

I. In this manner a box is formed in the bottom
of which the stretchable cloth is positioned (Fig.
3) and which offers sufficient space to receive the
articles used in week-end trips. Moreover, since
the end of the cover is somewhat spaced or re-
cessed from the cross bar 5, there remains a gap
28 which represents the opening of a pocket 29
formed by the cover 16 and the stretchable cloth.
In order to close the box, the portion of the cover
containing the head frame 6 is swung down and
then the short portion of the cover stiffened by
the rods 21 is swung over, whereby the pocket is
also closed. This portion of the cover is locked
by locks 30 secured to the outside of the rods i1
and 21. A handle 31 is secured to the plate 24
and metal buttons 32 are provided which serve to
protect the cover and to secure the plates 23 and
24 to' the cover cloth. The hinges 25 of the bars
[T—21 are recessed adjacent to the straps 26 in
such a manner that the cover cloth is prevented
from being catched and injured when the bars
afe swung in their hinges through 90°.

‘While I have herein shown and described cer-
tain preferred embodiments of my invention, I
wish it to be understood that I do not confine
myself to all the precise details herein set forth
by way of illustration, as modification and varia-
tion may be made without departing from the
spirit of the invention or exceeding the scope of
the appended claims.

I claim—

1. A travelling box, formed of two side walls
each  comprising a system of levers intercon-
nected lazy tong fashion, cross bars connecting
the ends of said side walls in a parallel relation-
ship, end members, a flexible cover pivotally con-
nected to said side walls at one end and adapted
to envelope the edges of said side walls in col-
lapsed position and to serve in extended position
as a protective screen, and means adapted to lock
said cover af its free end.

2,224,846

2. A travelling box, formed of two side walls
,0f variable length each comprising a system of
levers hingedly connected with each other to
form two zig-zag lines symmetrically crossing
each other, cross bars connecting the ends of said
lever systems in spaced relation, a flexible strip
connected to said cross bars, a cover pivotally
connected to one end of said side walls and
adapted to be set up in the form of a protective
screen, and means adapted to lock said cover at
its free end in its closed position, whereby the
box can be either closed as a travelling box or
opened and stretched, by stretching said systems
of levers and said flexible strip to form a couch,
the said crossing levers forming the feet of said
couch.

3. A travelling box, formed of two side walls
each comprising a system of levers intercon-
nected lazy tongue-fashion, cross bars connecting
the ends of said side walls in a parallel relation-
ship, a flexible strip the opposite ends of which
are connected to said cross bars, a cover hingedly
connected to said side walls at one end and en-
veloping the space of the box between said side
walls, and means adapted to lock said cover at its
free end, said strip adapted to be stretched to
form a bed in the stretched position of said side
walls and to be enclosed in the hollow space
formed by said cover in the collapsed position of
the box, and means adapted to lock said lever
systems in their stretched position against the
action of said stretched strip tending to collapse
said lever systems.

4. A travelling box according to claim 2, fur-
ther comprising a foot frame adapted to form an
extension of said flexible strip and including a
plurality of hingedly interconnected levers
hinged to each side wall lever system, said foot
frame levers adapted ‘to form an extension of
said flexible strip in their stretched positions and
to form an extension of the side walls of the box
in their collapsed positions.

5. A travelling box according to claim 2, fur-
ther comprising a head frame across one end of
said wall lever systems and hingedly intercon-
nected rods at the margins of said cover held in
an edgewise position relative to said cover sur-
face by hinge-connection to said frame, strips
across said cover to stiffen the middle portion
thereof, and straps at the inner sides of the
hinges of said rods adapted to limit the hinge
motion in one direction and to hold said cover
in a freely overhanging position when set up as
a protective screen.

ANDREAS ANDERSCHITZ.
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