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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, BARLEY WEBB and 

WILLIAM A. GARDNER, . citizens of the 
United States, residing at Pinetops, in the 
county of Edgecombe and State of North 
Carolina, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Wire-Stretchers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to devices for 

stretching Woven and single wire fences and 
in fact stretching wires or cables for any 
purpose whatsoever where the device is ap 
plicable and one of the primary objects of 
the invention is to provide a device ex 
tremely simple in construction and there 
fore inexpensive to manufacture and which 
may be readily Set up at any point and when 
properly set up will be rigid and securely 
held in place although devoid of compli 
cated bracing means such as usually form 
a part of devices of this class. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a wire stretcher so constructed that 
the cable connection between the winding 
device of the stretcher and the wire grip 
ping means may be readily replaced if the 
Same becomes broken without the necessity 
of disassembling any of the parts of the 
Winding device. - 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide means for connecting the said cable 
with the winding device in such a manner 
that where two or more wires or wire mesh 
are being stretched, the component parts of 
the fence will be stretched with an equal de 
gree of tautness. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the wire 

stretcher embodying the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof. 
The stretcher includes a frame which is 

indicated in general by the numeral 1 and 
this frame comprises side standards 2 ar 
ranged in parallelism and connected a suit 
able distance above their lower ends by cross 
beams 3 and at their upper ends by front 
and rear croSS beams 4 and a top or cap 
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beam 5. The lower end portions of the 
standards 2 are to be sunk or driven into the 
ground in the manner clearly shown in Fig. 
1 of the drawings so as to firmly anchor 
the frame in an upright position prior to 
the stretching operation and this may be 
accomplished either by digging post holes 
to receive the said lower end portions of the 
standards or by striking blows upon the 

cap beam 5 of the frame if the 
Sufficiently soft and loose. 
Upon what is to constitute its rear side 

When in set up position, the frame is pro 
vided with Suitable bearings 6 in which are 
mounted trunnions 7 provided at the ends 
of a windins drum 8 which may be of wood 
or any other Suitable material and either of 
integral or built up construction. This 
drum 8 is preferably provided near each 
end with a circumscribing series of sockets 
9 into which may be frictionally fitted han 
dle bars 10, the bars radiating from the 
drum and constituting means whereby the 
drum may be rotated in the operation of 
the stretcher. At this point it will be un 
derstood that the handle bars 10 may be 
assembled with the drum at either end 
thereof or, if the drum is to be rotated by 
tWO Workmen, handle bars may be pro 

ground is 
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vided at both ends of the drum. An anchor 
ing stud 11 projects from the surface of the 
drum midway between the ends thereof and 
the stretching cable of the device, indicated 
by the numeral 12, is engaged with this 
anchoring stud at any suitable intermediate 
point in its length, the cable being free, of 
course, to ride about the stud so as to au 
tomatically adapt itself to conditions as will 
be presently explained. 
The ends of the cable 12 are connected as 

at 13 With the clamp member of the 
stretcher which member comprises two 
clamping bars or plates 14 held together 
by bolts 15, the fence wire or the like to be 
stretched being disposed between these 
plates and the bolts being tightened so as 
to Securely clamp the wire for the stretch 
ing operation. - 

In the operation of the device, the frame 

stretched and to which the said wire is to 
be stapled or otherwise secured. The 
clamping device comprising the plates 14 
is then secured to the wire and the interme 
diate portion of the cable 12 is engaged 
with the stud 11 and the drum 8 is initially 
rotated sufficiently to slightly draw upon 
the stretches of the cable 12. In thus ro 
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is first set into place at a point adjacent 
the post past which the fence wire is to be 
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tating the drum the cable will ride about 
the stud 11 until the stretches of the cable 
are drawn equally taut whereupon the drum 
is to be forcibly rotated until the wire has 
been stretched to the desired degree of taut 
neSS and has been Secured in place to the 
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fence post. It will be evident from the 
foregoing that the cable automatically 
adapts itself to the winding drum 8 by be 
ing free to ride about the stud 11 so that 
its stretches need not be of equal length be 
tween the clamping device and the drum in 
order to effect the desired results and as a 
consequence the two stretches are drawn 
equally taut so that the fence material is 
equally stretched at its upper and lower 
portions. 
Having thus described the invention, 

what is claimed as new is: 
A wire stretcher comprising a frame hav 
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ing standards the lower portions of which 
are unobstructed to permit of entrance into 
the ground, cross beams connecting the said 
standards between their ends, a cap beam 
connecting the upper ends of the standards 
and providing a driving head, and stretch 
ing means mounted upon and between the 
standards between the cross beams and the 
cap beam. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures. 

BARLEY WEBB. L. s. 
WILLIAM. A. GARDNER. L. s. 
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