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3 Claims.
This invention relates to display devices, such
as merchandise display stands, and the like, and
has particular reference to a novel device of this
charcter which is of - a simple- construction
adapted for manufacture at low cost and which
may be readily manipulated into various forms

unobtainable heretofore in prior display devices.

In retail merchandising, it is common to dis-
play certain articles, such as “feature” articles,
on stands located in a display window or other
part of the store. Frequently, these stands are
in the form of pedestals, or the like, of different
sizes and shapes which are capable individually
of supporting only a single article or a small group
of articles. Display devices of this type are ob-
jectionable for the reason that it is often neces-

sary to employ them in considerable number, as,

for example, when a full line of merchandise is
to be displayed, with the result that the display
devices occupy too much space and represent a
considerable item of expense. ‘

Heretofore, improved display devmes accommo-
dating a greater number of articles than the usual
pedestal type of stand have been devised which
include a pair of opposed vertical walls having
openings therein for receiving dowels, or the like,
extending between the walls.  The openings may
be arranged in a single row in each wall, or in
double rows so that the dowels may be disposed
in pairs.
played are supported directly on the dowels, or
on small supports clamped on individual dowels,
and are confined within the side walls of the de-
vice. 'These display devices are.unsatisfactory
for many purposes because each device may- be
made up into only a few display designs-differing
only slightly in appearance, the designs being de-
termined. by the particular openings selected to
receive the dowels. Accordingly, the window-
dresser or decorator must limit his designs to a
few of the same general pattern, or else he must
have on hand a considerable number of pedestals
of various forms which he selects from time fto
time to make up different display designs. .

The present invention is, therefore, directed to
a provision of a novel display device which may be
made up into any one of a wide variety of forms
or designs by a simple manipulation of the parts,
and which, in addition, occupies only a relatively
small space and yet is adapted to support a large
number of articles of considerable size.

A display device made in accordance with the

invention comprises a frame including a pair of
flat opposed side walls each having a plurality
of laterally spaced openings, and one or more

In either case, the articles to be dis~

- sides: of the frame a considerable distance.
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pairs of supporting members, such a’s‘dowels, "orv
the like, extending between the walls and through

. the openings and projecting outwardly from one

or both sides of the frame. The dowels are ad-
justable lengthwise in-the openings to- vary the
lengths of their projecting parts. at each side of
the frame, and- preferably, they are of sufficient
length - to. project . outwardly from one or hoth
Ac~
cordingly, each pair of dowels is-adapted to-sup-
port articles, such as-shoes, clothing, etc., not only
within the confines of The frame but also beyond
the side or sides of the frame where the dowels
project, and the extent of the support provided
by the .dowels beyond each wall may e .varied
by simply adjusting the dowels lengthwise in the
openings. The articles to be displayed may be
supported directly on the dowels, but for -some
articles I prefer to employ one or more flat mem- .
bers or plagues mounted on a pair of ‘dowels and:
on which the article or articles may rest, the
dowels and the plaques heing so-proportioned that -
one or more of the plagues may be mounted be-

;. tween the sides of the frame on a pair of dowels,

or on the projecting ends of the dowels outsmle )
the frame, or both.

In the preferred form.of the new devme the'
frameis rectangular and is provided with double

¢, rows of openings in the ends as well as in the

sides, and some of .the. dowels: are longer than
the frame so that they may be supported between
the ends of the frame in the openings and pro-
ject beyond one or both ends.. Thus, the frame

- ay be laid either on one side or on one- end;:
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and in either case the dowels may be arranged
horizontally in pairs in seleécted openings so:that.
they are adapted to support articles within the:
confines of the frame and also beyond the sides

or ends thereof, depending on the pos1t1on of the

frame..

With this construction, the dlsplay dev1ce may
be made up into any of a considerable number of
forms differing widely in design and appearance,.
by simply resting the frame on either its side or
its end, msertmg the dowels in the desired posi-
tions in opposite openings, and adjusting the.
dowels axially in the openings so that they pro-.
vide supporting surfaces projecting outwardly
from the frame at one or both sides. .‘When a

plaque is employed, it is preferably mounted, in -

the desired position relative to the frame” by.
simply- resting the plaque on a pair of dowels,
wheréby the plague may be easily removed or

. placed in a different position. - The plague may be"
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used to advantage when the article to be dis-
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played is so small that it would ordinarily fall
between the dowels, and by the use of the plaque
a background for the article is obtained which is
attractive and makes the article stand out.

For a better understanding of the invention,
reference may be had to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the frame of one
form of the new display device;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of two dowels of
different lengths which may be used in conjunc-
tion with the frame shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a plaque for sup-
porting articles on the dowels;

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are perspective views of a few
of the different forms into which the display de-
vice may be manipulated, and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of part of the frame
from the rear, showing one corner.

In the drawing, the numeral 10 designates gen-
erally a frame made of wood, metal, or other
suitable material and which, in the form illus-
trated, is rectangular-although it may take vari-
ous other forms. The frame includes side walls
tl and end walls §2 which are preferably rein-
forced at the corners of the frame by angle irons
i3 screwed or otherwise secured to the edges of
the walls:at the back. The angle irons are worked
into a half round so as to eliminate sharp corners,
and they not only strengthen the corners of the
frame but also serve as a glider on which the
frame may -be moved along the floor without
scratching it. Each of the side-walls (1 is pro-
vided with two generally vertical rows of open-
ings 14, and each end wall 12 is likewise provided
with-two rows of openings I5, the openings being
arranged in opposed relation in each pair of op-
posite walls,

The openings 14 and 15 are sufficiently large
to receive elongated supporting members, such
as the dowels 16 and 17 shown in Fig. 2. As there
shown, the dowel 16 is considerably longer than
the frame so that it may be mounted on opposite
openings in either the side walls or the end walls,
and in either case will project a substantial dis-
tance outwardly beyond the confines of the frame,
while the dowel I7 is somewhat shorter than the
length of the frame but longer than the width
thereof, so that it may be mounted in opposed
openings in the side walls and project outwardly
beyond one or both of these walls.

The frame may be positioned either on end
or-on one side, but in either case the dowels are
arranged horizontally in pairs in selected open-
Ings and adjusted longitudinally in the openings
to determine the lengths of the parts .of the
dowels projecting beyond one or both of the walls
in which the dowels are mounted, and by thus
manipulating the device, a wide variety of dis-
play designs may be obtained. In Fig. 4, I have
shown one display design made up of two frames
and a number. of dowels arranged .in.each frame.
One of the frames {0 is rested on its side on a
support 18 and has a pair of dowels. 16 extending

through opposite openings in the end walls 12,
the two dowels being mounted at -substantially.

the same height in the frame. The dowels i6
are adjusted lengthwise in the openings. so that
at one end they are substantially flush with one
end. (2 of the frame, whereby the opposite ends
of ‘the dowels project outwardly a substantial
distance from the frame, as shown at the left
in Fig. 4. Thus, these two dowels together form
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an elongated-support within the frame between 75

- pair of shoes, the heels may be
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the end walls thereof and another support out-
side the frame beyond one end wall. It will be
understood that the dowels 16 may be adjusted
lengthwise to provide a different arrangement of
the supports. For example, they may be adjusted
to provide a support of the same length as that
shown at the left in Fig. 4 but beyond the oppo-
site end wall, in which case the support shown
at the left in Fig. 4 is eliminated, or they may
be adjusted to provide shorter supports beyond
both of the end walls 12.

Mounted on erid on the top of the lower frame
10 is a similar frame in which a plurality of
shorter dowels 171 are arranged in staggered rela-
tion in the openings 4. As shown, the pair of
dowels 1T nearest the top of the frame is posi-
tioned lengthwise in the opening so that they
project substantially equal amounts beyond each
side of the frame, while the pair immediately
below it is positioned so that the dowels project
outwardly from only one side of the frame, the
right side in Fig. 4. Thus, the pair of dowels 17
nearest the top provides an ineclined support be-
tween the side walls of the frame and a relatively
short inclined support beyond each side wall,
while the two dowels immediately beneath pro-
vide an inclined support between the side walls
and-another inclined support beyond one side
wall approximately twice as long as one of the
outside supports provided by the first pair.

The articles to be displayed may be mounted
directly on the supports thus provided by the
dowels, so that the articles span the dowels sup-
porting them, However, in some instances, par-
ticularly when the articles are relatively small
and would ordinarily fall between the dowels, I
prefer to rest the articles on generally flat mem-
bers mounted on the dowels, such as.the plaque
20 shown in Fig. 3. Thus, as shown in Fig. ¢,
each of the two uppermost paifs of dowels sup-
ports-a plaque 20 between the side walls {1. The,
plaques may be of any. suitable form, but as
shown are round and made of 3 soft fibrous ma-
terial, such as heavy cardboard, or the like,
Because of the staggered arrangement of the
dowels ‘17, each of these plaques is supported in
an inclined position so that the top surface of
the plaque is clearly visible from in front of the
frame. In order to prevent the plaques  from

-sliding off the dowels, I prefer to provide a pro-

Jection on the hottom of each plaque engaging
one of the supporting. dowels. This projection
may be conveniently provided by foreing. g, sharp-
ened element, such as a nail or 3 pin, through
the plaque, as shown at 21.
If desired, an additional plaque 20. may be in-
terposed between a third pair of dowels 1T near
the bottom of the uppermost frame, with the
lower edge of the plaque resting on the lower end
12 of the frame and the blaque leaning against
the rear dowel. The other dowel, accordingly,
extends in front of the plaque and may serve to
brevent the article to be displayed from sliding
off the plaque. For example, in displaying a
hooked over the
front dowel_so that the toe portion extends down-
wardly from the dowel and rests on: the lower
part.of the plaque. .
Mounted in the lower frame ‘{8 is a plaque 22 -
which is considerably larger than the plaques: 20,
its diameter being greater than the width of the
frame but less than the length thereof. It is sup-
ported in the lower frame by inserting it be-
tween the two dowels 16 and resting it in an
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inelined position against the dowel near'the back’

of the frame. Thus, the plaque is supported iih
approximately the same ‘position as the smaller
plaques 20 with its lower edge resting on the
support 18, and the articles mounted on it may
be held by the front
the plaque. . Cl .

Articles such as gloves, shoes, etc., may be sup-
ported on the plagues 20 and 22 and will be
clearly visible from the front of the device by

reason of the inclined positions of . the plaques. -
Also, other articles may be supported directly on:

the projecting parts of ‘each pair of dowels: or
on small plaques, or the like, mounted on the
projecting parts. It will be observed that -the
dowels 16, the frame,; and the plaques 20 are so
proportioned that the dowels, when in the posi-

tion shown in Fig. 3, are adapted to .support a -

plaque 20 outside:the frame, ‘as shown at the
left in Fig. 3. :

In the display shown in Fig. 5, a frame 0 is
rested on end on the plague 22 and has four
pairs of dowels extending between the side walls

-~ at different levels, the dowels in each pair being
arranged side by side. The pair of dowels near-
est the top of the frame consists of two of the
shorter dowels 171, while the pair directly be-
neath consists of two of the longer dowels (6.
Similarly, the next pair of dowels consists of two
of the shorter dowels 17, and the pair nearest the
bottom consists of two of the longer dowels. As
shown, the dowels in each pair are positioned
lengthwise in the openings so that they project
substantially equal distances beyond fthe side
walls of the frame. Accordingly, each pair of
dowels {7 provides a support between the side-
walls and another relatively short support be-
yond each side wall, and the pair immediately
beneath provides similar supports except that
the supports outside the frame are considerably
longer. The dowels {6 and the frame {0 are pref-
erably so proportioned that the outwardly pro-
jecting portions of the dowels, when the latter
are positioned as shown in Fig. 5, are sufficiently

long to support plaques 20 at each side of the

frame.” Thus, the device as shown in Fig. 5 em-~
bodies a considerable number of supporting sur-
faces located both within and outside the con-
fines of the frame, and these surfaces are capa-
ble of supporting a relatively large number of
articles.

Another form into which the display device
may be manipulated is illustrated in Fig. 6. As
there shown, the frame is rested on end and has
four pairs of dowels extending between the side
walls at different levels and each pair projecting
beyond one or both sides of the frame. Mounted
on the uppermost pair of dowels {7 is a plaque
20, on which one end of a dowel {T rests. The
dowel extends upwardly from the plague through
one of the openings in the top of the frame and
supports another plague 20 in an inclined posi-
tion with the bottom edge of the plague resting
on the top of the frame. Nails or pins 24 may
be inserted through the plaque 20 on opposite
sides of the dowel to prevent the plaque from
rolling.

The pair of dowels nearest the bottom of the
frame consists of two of the longer dowels 16,
and thev are positioned lengthwise in the open-
ings so that corresponding ends thereof are sub-
stantially flush with one side of the frame, Ac-
cordingly, the dowels 16 project a considerable
distance beyond the opposite side of the frame,

dowel {6 from sliding off:
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as shown . at-the lower right.in-Fig: 6; and, be-
cause ‘of the proportions-of the ‘dowels 16, the:

frame, and- the:pladgue: 22, these projecting ends
of the dowels: are .adapted to support-a plague:
22 outside the frame.: Above:these dowels is an-
other: pair 'of -dowels 16, :the :1atter being posi--
tioned lengthwise in the openings 14:so that cor-:
responding ends are substantially flush with the
side wall from: which. the lower. dowels {6 pro--
ject. - Accordingly,  the upper ‘pair of dowels 18

projects a considerable distance!beyond the op- . -

posite wall, as’ shown at the:left’ in Fig. 6, and -
are adapted to support another. plague 22. :

The two plaques 22 are capable of supporting
a large number of ‘articles outside the frame and
other articles may: be supported:within the frame
directly on the dowels .or. on'.one:or more of.the
smaller plaques-20-resting on the dowels. -Also,
one or more articles :may be: supported on the
projecting portions of each:pair-of-dowels {1 on
one or both sides of the frame. The plaque 20
on the top of the frame may be used to support
cloth articles, such as gloves, handkerchiefs,
ete., which may be draped over the upper edge
of the plaque or held by friction on the front
face thereof. :

With the new display device, it will be appar-
ent that a large number of display designs differ-
ing widely in appearance may be made up by a
simple manipulation of the parts. The plagues
20 may be supported either horizontally or in an
inclined position. by the dowels depending upon
the openings which are selected to receive the
dowels, and may be disposed either inside the
frame or beyond the confines thereof, or both.
The frame itself may be rested either on its side
or on an end, and when it is rested in the latter
position, the dowels (6 are adapted to support
Plaques in various combinations both within the
frame and outside the walls thereof. For ex-
ample, the dowels {6 may support a single large
plague 22 within the frame either in an inclined
position, as shown in Fig. 4, or in a horizontal
position, or they may support a plurality of the
smaller plaques 20 within the frame. Also, by
adjusting the dowels 16 endwise, they may be
arranged to support one of the smaller plaques
20 beyond each end of the frame, or a larger
plague 22 beyond one end. The plaques may be
made in different sizes than those shown, as, for
example, in smaller sizes so that they may be
arranged in horizontal rows along a pair of
dowels. By reason of the proportions of the
larger plaque 22, the frame, and the dowels 18,
the plaque 22 may be used to support articles on
the dowels within the frame when the latter is
rested on one side, or, whén the frame is stood -
on end, to support articles beyond the side walls
of the frame, or to support the frame itself.

I claim:

1. A display device comprising a generally rec- .
tangular frame having opposed side and end
walls, each wall having at least two laterally
spaced openings therein, and a pair of elongated
members extending horizontally between oppo-
site walls and through opposed openings therein,
the members being removable from the openings
and being at least as long as the frame wherchy
they are insertable selectively and adjustable
lengthwise in opposed openings in the side walls,
when the frame is on end, and in the end walls,
when the frame is on one side, the members to-
gether forming 2 support within the confines of

the frame and another support outside the frame
when the frame is on end.
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2. A display device comprising a generally rec-
tangular frame having opposed side and end
walls, each wall having at least two laterally
spaced openings therein, and a pair of elon-
gated members extending horizontally between
obposite walls and through opposed openings
therein, the members being removable from the
openings and being at least as long as the frame
whereby they are insertable selectively in op-
posed openings in the side walls, when the frame
is on end, and the end walls, when the frame
is on one side, the members together forming a
support within the confines of the frame, an
elongated member extending through an opening
in the top wall of the frame and a generally flat
element resting on edge on the top wall and sup-
ported in back by said last member.

3. A display device comprising a generally rec-
tangular frame disposed on end and having op-
posed side and end walls, each wall having at
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least two laterally spaced openings therein, a pair
of elongated members extending horizontally be-~
tween the side walls and through opposed open-
ings therein, the members being removable from
the openings and being at least as long as the
frame whereby they are insertable selectively in
opposed openings in the side walls and the end
walls, the members being adjustable lengthwise
relative to the frame and together forming a sup-
port within the confines of the frame and another
support beyond one of the side walls thereof, and
a generally flat element disposed on said last
support and spanning the elongated members
thereof, said element being of a width greater
than the width of the frame but less than the
length thereof, whereby the element is adapted
to be supported on said members within the
confines of the frame when the members are
mounted in opposite openings in the end walls.
LEWIS A, KAGEL.




