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To all whom it muay conceriv:

Be it known that I, JOSEF NEUMANN, & sub-
jeet of the Emperor of Austria-Hungary, re-
siding at Boston, county of Suffolk, State of
have invented an Improve-
mentin Garment-Holders,of which the follow-
ing description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification, like let-
tors on the drawings representing like parts.

My invention relates to improvements in
garment-holders, and particularly to means

for locking thereon the garments or other
articles which are to be secured.
My invention contemplates providing

means for securely locking any article desired
in its retained position, and providing further
means to give notice when the articles so held
are removed or attempted to be removed.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a key for unlocking the engaged holding
device and providing means for securing the
key against removal when said holding de-
vices are unlocked. By reason of this pro-
vision a person may hang up a garment, lock

5 the same on its hook, and remove the key.

When the garment is again desired, the key
;s inserted fo unlock the hook so as to release
the garment, and by gaid unlocking movement
the key is fastened in the device, so that it is
impossible for the key to be carried away
through forgetfulness or otherwise. I also
make provision for ej ecting or positively re-
moving the key when the holding devicesare
locked in their retaining position, so that
persons thus locking their garments on the
hooks are obliged to take the key with them
and thus bear the respousibility of having
secured their garments.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
o front elevation of my improvements. Fig.
o ig a central vertical section thereof.

In the present embodiment of my invention,
A designates a plate or supporting-frame,
which is arranged to be secured to the wall,
wardrobe or other suitable place BB by means
of the screws b or any other snitable retain-
ing means. To this supporting-frame A any
desired number of hooks are secured. Inthe

present instance 1 have shown two coat-hooks
C and a hat-hook C', and, as here shown,
these hooks are immovably

fixed on the sup-

port A. Co-operating with these hooks are
holding devices D and D', which, in the pres-
ent instance, are pivoted to the supporting
frame or plate A and provided with inward
extensions d d passed throughslots @ provided
in the support A. At their free ends these
extensions d are bifurcated or provided with
two fingers ¢ arranged to co-operate with
pins e provided on the operating or carrier
har E, as shown. :

By means of the arrangement just de-
seribed a reciprocation of the bar E causes
the holding devices D D’ toswing simultane-
ously on their pivots. The lower holding de-
vice, D, is herein shown as ar aanged to en-
gage with two hooks C O, and is provided at
oither side with a thumb-stud @, and isshown
as thrown down from its dotted-line position
into its full-line positionin engagement with
the hooks.

By the term engagement” I donot mean

'necessarily that the holding device shall come

into contact with the hook, bub merely that
it shall engage therewith or come sufficiently
close thereto to retain the article that may be
placed on the hook—as, for instance, in the
upper hook C', T have shown the holding de-
vice removed therefrom in its fnll-line or en-
gaging position at aproper distance to refain
a hat.

In order to lock the holding devices in their
engaged position, T may provide any suitable
gpring-lock, but in the present instance I
have shown a spring F suitably secured at its
upper end and provided intermediate of its
length with a shonlder or locking-bolt f, nor-
mally tending to engage the operating-bar E
at its lower end. The spring T is disposed
opposite the keyhole & to be engaged by the
key K. Thus when the key K is inserted in
the keyhole & and is pressed against the
gpring F with sufficient foree to move the
Toeking-bolt f outof engagement with the bar
E the bar is at liberty to move and carry the
holding devices out of engagement with the
hooks.

Tn order that the key may be held against
removal when the operating-bar E isin ifs
unlocked position, I have provided the key
with a notch &' to be engaged by a rib ¢ pro-
vided on the lower end of the ope ating-bar,
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so that when the latter falls into its lower-
most positionit will engage the key andhold
the same against removafl,

In order that the holding devices may be
automatically disengaged from the hooks, I
have provided s spring:S, which is secured
at one end to the operating-bar E and at its
other end preferably to the support A and
normally under tension to'retract the operat-
ing-bar K.
may be made. sufficiently heavy to counter-
balance the weight of the holding devices D
D/, and thereby operate the same by gravity.

The operating-bar or carrier E is herein
shown as provided midway of its length with
a ratcheét sturface or teeth T, as 8 means for
operating the annunciator, which in the pres-
ent instanee is shown as a bell. L., centrally
supported by means of a strap [, to which 1%
is secured by means of a stub-screw /' This
screw I’ further serves to secure s screw.
socket 72, from which depends a spring-tongue
P arranged. at ils free end to engage. the
ratehet 1 and-also carrying adjacent its free
end ‘one or more hammers. f4. By reason: of
this arrangement notification is given every
time the holding devices are moved either to
their engaged or disengaged. position, T do
not desire, however, to restrict myself tothe

form.of annunciator herein shown, inasmuch

as.any other form or even an eélectric contact-
signal might be provided; and in the latter
case theannunciatoritself. might be removed,
if desired, to some distanee from the hooks.
This arrangement might be desirable in res-
taurants, for instance, in which caso the an-
nunciator might be located at the cashier’s
desk, so0. that a movement of the operating-
bar E would not only indicate to the cashier
that a. coat or hat was being removed, but
that a guest was about to leave.

I have herein shown the holding-hooks D
D’ as pivoted to the support A, although it
is obvious. that they might be fixed on the
carrying-bar E and move directly with the
movement thereof; or for some purposes it
might be preferable to secure the hooks to
the bar E and thereby move the hooks in-
stead of the holding devices.

The operation of my improved safety-guard.

is as follows: The holding devices are nor-

mally in their raised position, as hereinshown-

in dotted lines. When a person desires to
hang any garments on the hooks, a hat, for
instance, may be hung on the hook C’, a coat
on one of the hooks C, and a cloak on the
other hook, C. The handle or thumb-stud 2
is then grasped and the holding deviee D is
swung over
C.

sion
the upper holding device, D', to swing simul-
taneously with the lower holding device, D,
into engaging position with the hook C'.  The
moment that the holding devices D D’ reach
their engaging positions the lower end of the
operating-bar I rides over the locking-bolt

This movement, by means.of the exten-

Instead of this spring the bar &

into engagement with the hooks.

d, raises the operating-bar E and causes.

J5 which-is driven into locking engagement
therewith by means of the spring K. | Thus
thehatandother garmentsare securelylocked
in their places on the hooks. The upward
movement of the operating-bar E also with-
drew the rib ¢ from its engagement with the

noteh /' of the key, so that when the bolt T

flew into engagement beneath the operating-
bar the key K was ejected from its place by
the forward movement of the: lower end or
the spring . By means of this positive re-
moval of the key the person using the hooks

is obliged tonotice the key and properly eave 3

for the same.

When it is desired to remove the garments
on the hooks, the key is inserted in the key-
hole % and pressed back against the opposing
portion of the spring
draw the bolt 7 from beneath the operating-
bar.  The operating-bar falls at once either
by its own gravity on by reason of the spring
I into its lowermost position, thereby litting
the holding devices.out of engagement with
the hooks to release the garments and at the
same time locking the key K from removal.
Also the movement of tie bar E operates
the annunciator in the present instance by
reason of the ratchet T and the spring-tongue
P. Thus audible notification is. given that
the holding devices. are being released, and;
also, the key is held from removal so that it
cannot be thoughtlessly carried: away aftcr
the garments are removed.

Many changes in form and arrangement
may be resorted to-without departing from
the spirit and scope of my invention,

I do not desire to restrict my invention to
its use with garment-hooks, inasmuch, as it
may be very readily applied to the holdin g of
any other articles, such as. tools. or display
articlesin a store, and it may be putto.other
widely-varied uses.

What I claim is—

1. The combination with a supporting-
plate, and a holding member secured thereto,
of a holding device pivoted. on said plate to
engage and disengage said holding member,
an operating-bar in loose engagement. with
said holding device and: normally operating
to automatically swing the latter on its pivot
out of engagement with said holding member,
a bolt to automatically lock said operating-
bar in its raised position when. said. holding
device is swung down to engage said holding
member, and a key operating through. said
plate toremove said bolt from its locking po-
sition, and to be engaged.and retained in said
plate by the falling of said unlocked bar, sub-
stantially as.described.

2. The combination with g supporting-

Plate, and a holding member secured thereto,
of a holding device pivoted on said plate to
engage and disengage said holding member,
an operating-bar in loose engagement with
said- holding device and normally. operating
to automatically swing. the latter on its pivot
out of engagement with said holding member,
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a leaf-spring secured to said plate, a bolt car-
ried by said spring to automatically lock said
operating-bar inits raised position when said
holding device is swung down to engage said
holding member, and a key operating through
said plate against said spring to remove said
bolt from its locking position, and to be en-
gaged and retained in said plate by the fall-
ing of said unlocked bar, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination with a supporting-
plate,and a holding member secured thereto,

of a holding device pivoted on said plate to

engage and disengage said holding member

and having its inner end bifurcated, an oper-
ating-bar provided with a pin in loose engage-
mentvith the bifurcated end of said holding
device and normally operating

to auntomati-

o]

cally swing the latter on its pivot out of en-
gagement with gaid holding member, a leaf-
spring secured to said plate, a bolb carried by
said spring to automatically lock said operat-
ing-barinitsraised position when said holding
device is swung down to engage said holding
member, and a key operating through said
plate against said spring to remove said bolb
from its locking position, and to be engaged
and retained in said plate by the falling of
said unlocked bar, substantially as described.
Tn testimony whereof I have signed my
name o this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.
JOSEF NEUMANN.
Witnesses:
GEO. W. GREGORY,
ApDIE F. DANIELS.
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