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rope or cord 3 and depending tassels 4, and 
a suspending pole Such as shown at 5 may be 
interlaced With the ropes at the upper pol 
tion of the portière when it is desired to 
hang the same. The portiere may be woven 
upon a loom having Selvage Warp threads 
disposed at the proper distances to impart 
the desired step-like configuration to it, but 
I prefer to use for its construction a laying 
or setting board or frame having pins so dis 
posed that the rope can be Wrapped around 
and laid back and forth between them in 
order to produce a portière of the desired 
shape, such a board being illustrated at 6 
in Fig. 3, and the pins for the reception of 
the rope being illustrated at 7. This setting 
board may be either a solid structure, as 
shown, or any other Suitable form, and in its 
use one end of the rope of which the portière 
is to be composed is suitably connected to a 
pin upon one corner of the board and the 
rope is then laid back and forth across the 
board and Wrapped around a pin at each 
end of the same, the disposition of the pins 
being effected with reference to the desired 
contour of the finished portiere. In case the 
rope is parti-colored, for the production of 
a patterned portière, said rope will, by pref 
erence, have upon it at the bight of each 
loop, that is to say, at the point where it is 
to engage with each pin, a spot of color 9, so 
that the person who is applying the rope to 
the pins will have a constant guide for the 
proper disposition of each lay of the rope 
and the colors of the latter will thus be 
matched to produce the pattern without any 
particular care or attention on the part of 
the operator. Pins 10 are provided on the 
setting board for the reception of the oppo 
site ends of the lacing cords 2. Instead of 
providing the setting or laying board with 
fixed pins the same may, as shown in Fig. 7, 
be provided with rows of holes to which the 
pins can be applied or from which they can 
be removed so as to provide for the forma 
tion of portieres of different length, width, 
or configuration upon the same board. 
When a double portière, or one intended 
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for use in a wide doorway, is desired, it may 
be of double the width shown in Fig. 1, the 
deep portions being at the opposite sides, and 
the depth gradually decreasing on each side 
to the short central portion. 

I am aware that Japanese shades and 
screens woven with bamboo splints have had 
designs painted or printed upon said splints, 
but my invention is distinct from a structure 
of that type, since the pattern of my im 
proved portiere is not simply a surface ap 
plication but is formed by coloring the rope 
of which the portière is composed, so that the 
pattern appeal's the same on both sides of the portière. 

claim:- . 

1. A l'ope portiere consisting of a rope 
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looped back and forth from top to bottom of 
the portière. 

2. A rope portière consisting of a rope 
looped back and forth from top to bottom of 
the portière, said loops being graduated in 
depth. 

3. A rope portiere consisting of a rope 
looped back and forth from top to bottom of 
the portière, the loops gradually decreasing 
in depth and forming a step-like configura 
tion, and tassels or other ornaments, at 
tached to said step-like configuration. 

4. A rope portiere consisting of a rope 
looped back and forth from top to bottom of 
the poltière, said rope being parti-colored, 
whereby the distribution of the colors upon 
successive loops of the rope will produce a 
pattern. 

5. A rope portière consisting of a parti 
colored rope looped back and forth from top 
to bottom of the portiere, and an index mark 
on the rope indicating the bight of each 
loop. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM T. SMITH. 
Witnesses: 

R. C. STERNER, 
JNo. L. GEBHARDT. 
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