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To all whom ot may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexey Horraan, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
South Norwalk, in the county of Fairfield
and State of Connecticut, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Latches;
and I do hereby declare the following, when
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings and the ficures of veference marked
thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, and which said drawings
constitute part of this specification. and rep-
resent, in—

Figure 1 a side view of a mortise latch em-
bodying my invention, a portion of the case
broken away. Iig. 2 a sectional view on
the line «—> of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 a broken sec-
tional view on the same line with the latch
bolt reversed. IFig. 4 a perspective view of
the latch bolt frame, detached. Fig. 5 a per-
spective view of the lateh bolt, detached.
Ifig. 6 a broken perspective view illustrating
mny invention as applied to a rim latch.

This invention relates to an improvement
in latches either of the mortise or rim type
which are provided with a latch bolt which
nay be reversed so as to permit the lateh to
be used on either right or left hand doors,

The object of this invention is a simple ar-
rangement of parts whereby the latch bolt
may be readily reversed, and the invention
consists in the construction hercinafter de-
scribed and particularly recited in the claims.

The latch bolt 2 is of the knuckle antifric-
tion type having a rounded or cam surface 3
for contact with the keeper in closing the
door.

This latch bolt is mounted upon a

pivot 4 in a frame 5 having beveled edges at |

opposite sides to engage with the beveled
lugs 6 formed on the inner face of the front
plate 7 of a mortise lock or in other words
the frame is transversely movable with rela-
tion to the case. The latch bolt is cut away
to form projections 8 through which a pin 9

(‘\Lvnds this pin being adapted to enter a 45
noteh 10 formed for it in the outer end of
the latch plate 11 which is moved by a hub
12 in the nsual manner, and which is thrown
forward by a spring 13. When one side of
the ense 1s removed the frame 5 may be read-
ily slipped out of place, turned over, and
slipped back so as to reverse the bolt and
change it from right to left, or viee versa,

In Figs. 1,2 > and 3 of the drawi ings, the in-
vention is shown as applied to a mortise
eases; but the invention s equally applicable
for lim cases, as shown in Fig. 6 of the draw-
uws, in which case, lmwv\m. the front wall
18 plvlol‘.lblv cil away Lo receive the frame
5 so that the outer face of the frame 5 will
be flush with the ouhsr face of the ease; but
the arrangement the Tateh Dolt in the
frame will be othox,\\'ise the same and the
lateh boll will he operated in the usual
manner.

I elaimi—

In a lateh. the combination with the case
and latch plate, of a transversely movable
frame mounted in the front face of said case,
a latch bolt pivotally mounted in said ‘l"rmne
and provided with a pin adapted to be de-

Mlmlﬂy engaged by the said lateh plate.

2. A lateh comprising a easing, a longitu-
dinally movable frame mounted n the front
face of the case, a lateh bolt pivotally mount-
ed in said frame, said lateh bolt formed with
projections, a pin extending through said
projections, a latch plate formed at its for-
ward end with a noteh to receive said pin,
and means for moving the said latch plate.

In testimony whereof, T have signed this’
specification in the presence of two suhserib-
mg wilnesses.
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HENRY HOFFMAN.

Witnesses:
Harry W. Horryax,
Courtranpt D. FERRIS.



