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Beit known that I, HUGH CuMMINGs, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Kinston, 
in the county of Lenoir and State of North 
Carolina, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Self-Supporting Stages; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
Vention, Such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

Self-supporting staging especially designed 
for use by mechanics in the erection of build 
ings; and the object of the invention is to 
provide a simple and strong construction 
adapted to rest upon the ground and to be 
temporarily connected with the building, so 
as to be self-sustaining. 
With these ends in view my invention con 

sists of a series (two or more) of upright 
frames each consisting of a pair of posts and 
CrOSS-bars at suitable intervals, a series of 
arms pivotally attached to each frame and 
having hooks adapted for insertion between 
the lapped edges of the siding of a dwelling 
Or Other building, and a plank-like platform 
adapted to rest on the cross-bars of the up 
right frames, all as will be hereinafter fully 
described and claimed. 
To enable others to understand my inven 

tion, I have illustrated the same in the ac 
Companying drawings, forming a part of this 
Specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my stag 
ing, showing a portion of the siding of a frame 
building. Fig. 2 is a transverse section on 
the plane indicated by the dotted line 22 of 

Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of 
one of the upright frames. 

Like letters of reference denote like parts 
in all the figures of the drawings, referring 
to which 
A B C designate a series of upright frames, 

and D is the board or plank that forms the 
platform on which the workman may stand 
While engaged in work on a building. 
My improved staging is designed princi 

pally to be used by carpenters in applying 
the siding to frame buildings, but it may be 

workmen on frame and other buildings. I 
may employ only two of the upright frames 
if the side of the building is not too long and 
the proper length of platform is available, 
but three or more frames and two or more 
lengths of platform may be used if the con 
ditions of work demand. 
Each upright frame consists of a pair of 

posts a, b and a series of cross-rails C die, of 
any desired number, and which are rigidly 
and securely fastened to the posts at Suitable 
distances from each other, according to the 
conditions of work. The cross-rails are ar 
ranged in pairs, and the rails of each pair 
are applied or fitted to opposite sides of the 
posts a, b and united by through-bolts for by 
nails or other suitable fasteners in order that 
the end of the platform may, if desired, rest 
on one rail or other of the pair if the plat 
form is not long enough or the frame is ad 
justed in such position that the platform can 
not extend between the posts. The frame is 
strengthened by the diagonal braces g g', se 
cured against the sides of the posts and be 
tween the cross-rails, said diagonal braces 
being so arranged as to permit the platform 
to pass between the posts and rest upon one 
cross-rail or the other of the series of rails 
forming part of the tongue. 
E F G are a series of arms which are piv 

otally attached, as by bolts, ate' to the cross 
rails of each uprightframe, and these arms are 
adapted to be turned to positions where they 
extend beyond the frame or to fold alongside 
of the cross-rails, and thereby arranged out 
of the way when it is desired to transport or 
store the frames. Each foldable arm is pro 
vided with a retainer H, which consists, pref 
erably, of an angular metallic plate forming 
the shank h. and prong h". The shank h is 
securely fastened to the arm in position for 
the prong h' to extend beyond the end of the 
arm, and said prong h' extends in an upward 
direction, so that when the arm is turned 
outward and upward the prong h may be 
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thrust or inserted between the lapped edges 
of the siding, as shown by Fig. 2. 
The frames (two or more) are adjusted at 

proper distances from each other adjacent to 
the siding of a building and edgewise in re 

used advantageously by painters and other lation thereto, and the arms are turned on 
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their pivots to enable the prongs h' of the re 
tainers to be thrust between the boards of 
the siding. The upright frames are now 
braced by fastening the cross-braces II' to 
the outside posts, after which the platform. 
D is thrust between the posts to rest upon 
the cross-rails c, d, or e of said frames. 

It is thought the operation and advantages 
of my improved staging will be readily under 
stood by those skilled in the art from the 
foregoing description, taken in connection 
with the drawings. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
The self-supporting stage herein shown and 

described comprising a series of independent 
upright frames each having a pair of posts 
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united rigidly together by cross-rails and 
strengthened by diagonal braces; a platform, 
D, fitted between the posts of the frames and 
resting upon the cross-rails thereof; and a 
series of holding-arms pivoted to each of said 
frames to be projected beyond the frames or 
to be folded alongside of the same, each hold 
ing-arm provided at its free end with a pro 
jecting retainer adapted to be inserted be 
tween the Overlapping edges of a siding, as 
and for the purposes described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

IIUGII CUMMINGS. 
VWitnesses: 

J. B. CUMMINGS, 
JAS. E. DUPREE. 
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