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This invention relates to tablet storage packages 
equipped with dispenserunits. - 
The object of thisinvention isto provide a package 

fortablets whichwildspense onetabletatatime and 
Prevent both the return of a tablet once itis ejected 
to eliminate possible Substitutions and the handing of tabjetsotherthanthoseused, 
At preSent,the method of dispensing medication in 

hospitalsin the form of tabletsisto putthe tabletsin 
Smal Cups or containers??tisthus possible to handle 
the tablets before use,tointerchange tablets from one 
cuptoanother,ortosubstitutetabletsbycareless handing 
Or mistake?With petitioners invention,the packages 
Would befiledinthepharmacy,Sealedandsenttonurses” 
Stations properyidentifiedand completely safe to use? 
Once atabletistakenfrom the package,it couidnotbe 
replaced,thereby preventing contamination from han 
ding,The labelcontainingthe name,dosage andother 
pertinent information is placed on the bottom of the 
?ackage on the insidein between the channels provided 
therefor,and lockedin when the package isassembled. 

Cther uses for thisinvention wil probably arise as famiarity withthepackage develops? 
It wilbenoted thattwoparts ofthisinvention,name ly,thecaseandthe dispensingdrum,aretransparent,and 

the platformisopaque?Thisis done foraveryspecial 
reason,When aSSembled,the lock,identified by12and 
2ö,wilbe covered byan outer label,thereby concealing 
the mechanism holding the package together and frus 
tratinganyattemptto Openit. Onlywhenitisreturned 
to the pharmacy will the outer label beremoyed and thepackageopenedforrefling? 

Petitionerpoints outthe possibity of usingthesame 
mechanism for dispensing capsules,This can be done 
by changingthe form of the openingin the dispensing 
drum and the shape of the approach thereto?Petitioner 
intendstoflea Separateapplication coveringsame? 

?etitionersinvention consists ofthree parts:the case, 
the platform,andthe dispensingdrum,hereafterreferred 
to asthe drum?The caseis provided with two longi 
tudinalchannels?one on eitherside of theinner bottom 
Surface,?nto these channels would be slipped a card 
containing pertinent information concerning the drug 
therein,Thereisalso asmal hole inthe bottom which 
is part ofthelockingdevice,andacut-backontheupper 
waltofacilitaterotatingthe drum?The platform hasa 
Tampforatabletto Separateitselffrom the othersand 
comeintoposition forenteringthe drum,acircularre 
cessed trackto holdthe drum in properpositionand to 
alow for turning of Same;two curved wal segments 
Orposts so placed that when the drum isin dispensing 
position and is rotated in the circular track,the said 
Wal Segments Cr posts block the passage of anytablet 
that might be in the dispensing drum;anda pawlfor 
use in cooperation with the ratchet formation on the 
Outside Wal of the drum?At one corner of the ramp andfacingdownwardisthelocktabforfasteningtheplat 
form to the outer case?While reference ismadeto two 
curvedwalSegments orposts,anynumbermay be used? 
The dispensing drum hasan openinginitsside to re 
Ceive one tablet for dispensing,Said opening beingdc 
lineated bya verticaly disposedcurvedwal,Thiswalh 
hastwoopenings on eithersideto alowthe drum when 
itrotatesto pass bythe curved wal segmentsorposts 
on the platform?Concentric with the outside Walisa 
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verticaly disposed wa? broken only bythe openingfor 
the tablet,This Wal rotatesin between the wal seg 
ments orposts of the platform,Cnthe outside ofthe 
drumisa Series ofteeth facingin one directionand sep 
arated by one blankarea,This blankareaonthe outside 
Walis veryimportant to the properfunctioning of the 
rum?When the drum receives a tablet,andis then 

rotated to dspensingposition,itis conceivable thatthe 
drum be turned too much and the tablet would jam 
against the curved WalSegments15and ?6,To avoid 
Such a poSSibility,an area offreedom of motionis pro 
vided by said blankarea29,The pawl14 of FIG?5, 
When resting on area29,Would permitthe usertoturn 
the drum back far enough to release the tablet?The 
waythe packageworksisasfolows: 
A tablet moves up the ramp and into the drum? 

The drumis rotated byfinger or thumb untilthetablet 
is facingthe outside openinginthe platform wal?Any 
attempt to return the tablet byreversing the direction 
Of motion of the drum is blocked bythe pawlengaging 
atoothinthe outerwalofthe drum?Also,anyattempt tocontinuerotatingthedrumina completecirclewithout 
first removingthe tabletis blocked bythe curved wal 
Segments orposts of the platform?Anyattemptto re 
movetheplatformis blockedbythelockunderthecorner 
oftheramp,Tounlockthe platformitwould beneces 
Sarytoremoyethe outerlabel,pressthe locktabinward 
and pulthe piatform outward?This procedure would 
not be obviousto one notaware of the construction of thepackage. 
Referringtothefguresofthedrawing: 
FIG.1Showsthe completepackageassembledandcon tainingtablets? 
FIG.2showsacrosssectionthruthedispensingdrum. 
PiG.3showsthedispensingdrumin perspective? 
PIG.4showsthe outercaseinperspective. 
FIG,5 shows the platform that holdsthe dispensing 

drum and whichftsintothe openend ofthe outercase, 
Thisisaisoin perspective? 
FiG,6 shows a side view of the platformto better Showtherampandlocktab. 
FiG.7 shows a top view of the dispensingdrum to 

betteriustrate the relationship of the inner parts,as 
the delineatingWal forisolatingatablet,andthe con 
centric wai, 
Referringtothe fguresformore detaied description: 
FIG?1 Shows Las the outer case,whichin thiscase 

is of rectangular form,2isthe platform and3isthe 
drum?4@representstablets,Drum3is heldinposition 
on platform 2 byfittingthe1owerrim ofthe druminto 
the circular track ?8 on the platform?Then the plat 
formand drumareinsertedintothe openingofthe case 
? untilthe platform walisfush with the openingrim 
of the case,Inthisposition thetab29dropsinto and 
cooperates with theopening12toforma1ock,fastening 
the platforminto the case1,The drumisnowsecurely 
held between the platform and the opposingcase wal? 
The assemblyiscomplete,and the packageisreadyfor dispensinganytabletsthatitmightcontain, 
FIG,2shows a cross-Section thru A?A of FiG,3, 

the drüm,3designatesthe entire drum?6represents 
the delineating wallaround the opening forreceiving thetabletfordispensing?7representstheconcentricinner 
Verticaly disposed walthatterminatesateither endat 
the openingfor the tablet,9 is the dependingrim of 
the outsidewal of the drum which runsin the circular 
trackorchannelinthe platform?8and8”areopenings 
in the delineatingwal 6to alowfor passingthe verti 
cal curvedwalsegments orpostson theplatform? 
?G.3showsthe drumingreaterdetai,5istheopen 

space forreceivingatablet,6isthe walthat delineates 
the imitsofthespace5forthetablet,8and8?areopen 
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ings thatappearin the delineating wal 6,Thereare 
foursuchopeningsinwal16,twoon either side of Space 
5,7isacircularWalconcentric with the outside Wal 
?@?Thiswaliiselininatedinarea ofopening5?Val7 
isso placedastopass between the curyed WalSegmentS 
orposts15and16 of FK3.5,9isthe bottom rim Cf 
wal19andis designed toftinto the circulartrack on 
the platform18shownin FIG.5,4shows therachet 
teethcn the outside walof the drun?The top Cf the 
drumiscompletelyclosedandteetharecutintothe edge 
thatappearsoverthe opening5,29isa blankarea Con 
tainingnoteeth?Thispermitsthe usertoturn the drum 
back a?ittie toreleaseajammed tabletreSüting from 
overrotatingthe drum? 
F?G.4shows the case,designated by l,?? and ?? areguidesforretainingacardorsti?label?Theseguides 

areshortenedatthe open end ofthe case byan amount 
equalto the thickness of the front facing Wa?22?23 
ofthe platform2,13isa cutawaytoalow a better con 
tact betweenthe drumandafingerusedforturningsaid 
drum,12isan openingin the botton Wal Soplaced 
thatwhenthe platform2issippedintothe case,thelock 
ingtab29Wildropintoit, 
?IG.5showstheplatform,??isthe ramp up which 

tabletstraveltoreach theopening5inthe drum3,2° 
isadependingtabwhich,incooperationwiththe opening 
12ofthecasewal,formsalockingdevicetosecurethe platformtothecase?Ramp??isunattachedtoanyother 
Dart ofthe platform exceptthe platform foor Sothatit 
mayactasa springto keep the ock,2@and?2,closed, 
Crif nolockisused,toactasa pressurepointto holdthe 
platforminthe case?Theelevation oftherangis deter 
minedbythesize ofthetabletsto be dispensed,Cnthe platformiscirculartrack13whichguidestheturningof 
the drum3whensaid drum rim 9 restsin track ?3,?5 
and ?6arecurved walsegments thatact to block the 
movement ofatabletbackiatothe case,?4isa fxed 
pawlwhich ccoperates with therachetteeth on the out 
sidewa?ofthe drumalowingthe drum toturnin Only 
onedirection,?7formsaninsidewal fordelinitingthe 
area within the case,and22,23form a facingWalfor theassembledunitwithadispensingopeningtherein,26 
isan anguiarguide wal,This walpermits a Second 
tablettoslide backinthe direction of motionand pernit 
the drum toturn unhindered,24is the stop portion of 
the frontwalthatbuttsagainsttheforwardend ofguide 
??shownin F?G.4? F?G.6showstheplatform2inasideview?22,23is 
the frcnt facing wal containing the tablet dspensing 
opening,24isthe stop portion thatabuts the forward 
endof??in F?G.4??5and?6arethe curved Wai SeC 
tionsfor blockingthe circdar movement Of the tablet 
iathe drun?17isthe platform walfacingintothe caSe, 
?4isthepawl,19isthe Ta?pand2$isthe lockingtab? 
FiG.7showsatop viewofthe drum3????arethe 

teeth on the outside Wal ?9,29 is the blankarea for 
correctinganyoverturningofthedrum wheninusethat 
could cause a tablet to jam against the wal Segment 
blocks15and ?6,7istheinner concentric Wal,6is 
the walthat delineates the open area Sfor receivinga 
tabletfordispensing,???’arethe Openings provided to 
bypassthewa?segments?5and ?6Shownin FiG·5, 
Whatis claimedis: 
1.Accnbinationtablet containerand dspensingcon 

tro unitconsistingofthree cooperative parts,namey,a 
case,aplatform anda drüm,wherein the caSe has One 
endopen,there beinginthe casetwolongitudinalguides, 
oneoneachofthetwoiongitudinalsideWals,Saidguides 
1ocatedatthe junctions of the side walls andthe bottom 
adjoiningwal,andalso havingaportion ofthetop Sur 
facealongthe openend cutawayto expose oneedge of 
the drum tofacitaterotating,8?d whereinthesaid plat 
forn has a front Wal,back Waland a foor,the said 

,front Wal havingan opening of suficientsize to permit 
agiventablettopassthru,andthe Said backwallbeing 

10 

?5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

shortenedtopermitagiventablettopassitbyatoneend, 
there beingacirculartrackinthefoor betweenthe back 
Waland the openingin the frontwalforaccommodat 
ingthe above mentioneddrum,andwithin said circular 
trackrisingverticalyfrom thefoorofthe platformthere 
8re One OrmOreWalisegmentsorpoststoactin coopera 
tion wi?the drum whenitrotatesto force the ejection 
of anytablet containedwithin thesaid drum,therealso 
beinga fixed pawlfastened to one verticaledge of the 
backwalof the platform by means ofa U-shapedturn, 
Saidpawlsoplacedastocontact the teeth on the outer 
Surface of the drumasitis rotated to preventreversalof 
the drum motion,therealsobeingaguideWalirisingfrom 
the platform fooroutside of thetrackarea and located 
behindthe frontfacing Wallofthe piatform,said guide 
Wal startingatthe outside edge of said front Waland 
Troceedingatan anglethereto untialmostreachingthe 
aforementionedtrack,and whereinthereisa cooperating 
drüm Whichis cksedatthe top andopen atthe bottom? 
said drum havinga portion ofits side walremoved to 
receive atablet,theremainderofsaidwalexceptforone 
Smalportion havinga series of verticaly disposed teeth 
there03 for engaging the aforementioned paWl of the 
Platform,the excepted Smalportion of Said wal being 
Smoo?hand Withoutteeth,said Smooth portion Solocated 
astocontact the aforementioned pawlwhenthe opening 
in the side walofthe drum facesoutward from the case, 
and wherethe lowerrim ofthesaiddrum restswithinthe 
circula rtrackon the foorofthe platformtosecuresaid 
drüminits properrotatingposition,Saiddrumalsohaving 
a curved wal dependingfromitstop surface deliaeating 
the size of the area for Teceivingthe tablets to be dis 
penSed,Said depending Wal having vertical openings 
therein to permitthe drum toturn without Strikingthe 
aforementioned posts or Waisegments risingfrom the 
foor ofthe cooperatingplatform,therealso beingwithin 
the Said drum a concentricWal dependingfrom the top 
of the drum and so placedasto pass between the afore 
?1entioncd posts or wall Segments of the pla?orm,but 
which does notextend thru the open area forreceiving 
thetabletfordispensing,thetop ofsaiddrum?ttingfush 
against the Undersurface of the top of the cooperating 
case,thussecuringthedruminthe platform trackwhen 
the said platform with the drum restingin the track of 
the platformisinsertedintothe openinginthe case. 
2,Acombinationtablet containerand dispensingcon 

trGüt consisting of three cooperative parts,namey,a 
CaSe,a platform anda drum,Wherein the case has one 
end Open,there beinginthe casetwolongitudinalguides, 
oneon each ofthetwo kngitudinalsidewals,Saidguides 
?ocated atthejünctions cfthe side waisandthe botton 
adjoiningWail,and also havinga portion of the top sur 
face alongthe open end cutawayto expose Gne cdge of 
the drunto facilitaterotating,and whereinthesaid plat 
form hasafrontwa?,backwaiandafcorwitharamp 
attachedthereto,the Saidfrontwalhavingan openingof 
Suficient sizeto pernitagiventabletto passthru,and 
the SaidbackWalbeingShortencdtopermitagiventablet 
to passit byatone end,there beinga circulartrackin 
the foor between the backwaland the openingin the frontWalforaccompaodatingtheabovementioneddrum? 
and within Said circulartrackrising verticaiyfrom the 
?cor of the piatform there are one or more wal seg 
nents Or postSto actin cooperation with the drum when 
itrotates to force the ejection of any tablet contained 
within the Said drum,there also being a fxed paw1 
fastenedtoonevertica?edge ofthe backwalofthepiat 
form by means of a U-shapedturn,Said pawlso placed 
as to contact the teeth on the outer Surface ofthe drum 
asitisrotated to?reventreversal ofthe drum motion, 
there also being aguide Wal risingfrom the platforra 
foor outside of the trackarea and1ocated behindthe 
froitfacingwai ofthe platform,Saidguidewalstarting 
atthe Cutsideedge of Said?ront Waland proceedingat anangetheretountialmostreachingtheaforementioned 
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track,andtheaforementionedrampwhichextendsfrom 
the foor of the platform tothe bottom wali ofthe co 
Operating case,Said ramp exerting pressure against the 
bottom Wal ofthe case to holdthe platform in the case 
by friction,and wherein there is a cooperating drum 
whichis closed atthe topand openatthe bottom,Said 
drum hayingaportion ofitsside Walremoved toreceive 
atablet,the remainder of said drum Walexceptfor one 
smal portion havingaseries ofverticalydisposed teeth 
thereonforengagingtheaforementioned pawlofthe plat 
form,the excepted Smal portion of Said Wal being 
smoothandwithoutteeth,saidsmooth portion Solocated 
astocontacttheaforementioned pawlwhenthe opening 
inthe side walofthe drum facesoutWard from the case, 
and where the 1owerrim of the said drum rests within 
the circulartrack on the foor of the platform to secure 
saiddruminits properrotatingposition,Said drum also 
havinga curved wal depending from its top Surface 
deineatingthe size ofthe area forreceivingthe tablets 
to be dispened,Said dependingWal havingVerticalopen 
ingsthereinto permitthe drum to turn withoutstriking 
the aforementioned posts or Wal Segments risingfrom 
the foor of the cooperating platform,there also being 
within the said drum a concentric Wal dependingfrom 
thetop ofthe drum andso placedasto pass betweenthe 
aforementioned posts or Wal Segments of the platform, 
butwhich doesnotextendthruthe openareaforreceiv 
ingthetabletfordispensing,the top of saiddrum fitting 
fushagainstthe undersurface ofthetop ofthe cooperat 
ing case,thussecuringthe drum in the platform track 
whenthesaid platform with thedrum restinginthetrack 
ofthe platformisinsertedintothe Openingin the case? 
3,Acombinationtablet containerand dispensingcon 

trolunitconsisting of three cooperative parts,namely,a 
case,a platform anda drum,Whereinthe case has one endopen,there beinginthe casetwolongitudinalguides, 
one oneach ofthetwolongitudinalside Wals,Saidguides 
1ocatedatthe junctions of the side Wals and the bottom 
adjoining wall,said case also havingan openingin the 
bottom Walforreceivinga cooperatingtab on the plat 
form ramp,Said opening and tab together Constitute a 
1ock thatfastensthe platform to the case,and also hav 
inga portion ofthe top Surface alongthe open end cut 
awayto expose oneedge ofthe drumtofacilitaterotat 
ing,and whereinthe Said platform hasa frontwal,back walandafoorwitharampandlockingdeviceattached 
thereto,thesaidfrontwalhavingan openingofsuficient 
size to permitagiven tabletto pass thru,and the said backwalbeingshortened topermitagiventablettopass 
it byatone end,there beinga circulartrackin the foor 
betweenthe back Waland the openingin the front Wal 
foraccommodatingthe abovementioneddrum?andwith 
insaid circulartrackarearisingVerticalyfrom the foor 
ofthe platform thereare one or more Wal segments or 
Poststoactin cooperationwith the drum whenitrotates 
to force the ejection of anytablet contained within the 
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Saiddrum?therealsobeingafxed pawlfastened toone 
Verticaledge of the backwal ofthe platform by means 
ofa U-shaped turn,Saidpawl Sopiacedastocontact the 
teeth on the outersurface of the drumasitis rotated to 
preventreversal of the drum motion,there also beinga 
guide walrisingfrom the platform foor outside of the 
trackareaand1ocatedbehindthe frontfacingwalofthe 
?latform,Saidguide WalStartingatthe outside edge of 
Saidfrontwaland proceedingatan ange thereto until 
almostreachingtheaforementioned track,andtheafore 
mentionedrampand lockingdeviceattachedthereto,Said 
rampextendingfrom thefoorofthe platform tothe bot 
tom wal of the cooperating case,the free end of said 
rampexerting pressure uponthe bottom walofthe case, 
the locking device beinga dependingtab atthe end of 
the ramp,saidtab droppinginto the hole provided there 
forin the bottom Walofthe caseto secure the platform 
to the case,and Wherein thereis a cooperating drum 
Whichis closed atthe topand open atthe bottom,said 
drum havinga portion ofits side Walremoved toreceive 
atablet,the remainder of Saiddrum walexceptforone 
smal portion havingaseries of verticaly disposed teeth 
thereon for engaging the aforementioned pawl of the 
Blatform,the excepted Smal portion of said wal being 
Smooth and withoutteeth,Said Smooth portion so lo 
cated as to contact the aforementioned paw when the 
openinginthe side Wal ofthe drum faces outwardfrom 
the case,and Where the loWerrim of the Saiddrum rests 
within the circular track on the foor of the platform to 
SecureSaiddruminits properrotatingposition,Saiddrum 
also havinga curved Wal dependingfromits top sur 
face delineating the size of the area forreceivingthe 
tabietsto be dispensed,Said dependingwal having ver 
ticalopeningsthereintopermitthe drum toturn without 
strikingthe aforementioned posts or Wal Segments ris 
ingfromthefoorofthe cooperating platform,therealso 
being within the Said drum a concentric Wal depending 
from the top of the drum and So placed asto pass be 
tweenthe aforementioned posts or Wallsegments of the 
platform,but Which does notextend thru the openarea 
forreceiving the tabletfor dispensing,the top of said 
drumfttingfushagainstthe undersurface ofthe top of 
the cooperating case,thus Securingthe drumin the plat 
form track whenthe Said platform with the drum resting 
in the track ofthe platformisinsertedintothe opening 
in the case andlocked therein, 
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