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Our invention relates to a closure or cap
for a gasoline tank of an automobile, and 1t
is an object of the invention to provide a de-
vice of this character with means for locking
the same against unauthorized removal so
that it cannot be stolen or access had to the
tank by an unauthorized person, all as will
be hereinafter more particularly described
and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
which are made a part hereon and on which
similar reference characters indicate similar
parts,

Figure 1 is a perspective showing the de-
vice 1n position for filling the tank with gaso-
line, and

Figure 2, a vertical section.

In the drawings reference character 10 in-
dicates a tank of conventional construction
having an upstanding neck ‘11 externally
threaded at 12 for the reception of a cap or
cover.

Caps of ordinary construction are thread-
ed onto an extension of this kind and in fill-
ing the tank the cap is screwed off and re-
placed after the filling operation.

In lien of the conventional cap, we provide
a cap with a body 13 having internal threads
14 formed complementarily with the threads
on the neck 11 so that our device may be used
to replace the conventional cap. 'The body
13 is provided with a pair of spaced ears 15
between which is pivoted the hinge lug 16 of
an arm 17 which extends diametrically across
the body 13 and is provided with an in-
wardly projecting holt 18 controlled by a
key 19 and a lock 20. ' A cap.20” normally cov-
ers the lock 20 and excludes rain and the like
therefrom.. The bolt 18 projects into a de-
pression 21 in the body 13 and when in locked
position prevents the arm 17 from being
raised until*the-key is used. The recess or
depression 21 is provided with a set screw 22

by means of which'the body may be fastened

in position so that it cannot be unscrewed
until the set scréw is removed, the set screw
being concealed in the depression for the
locking bolt and access to the same cannot be
had when the locking bolt is in the said re-
Cess. .

A 1id or cover plate 23 is provided for clos-
ing the upper end of the body 13, such lid
having a central upwardly projecting sleeve
or nipple 24 which extends for a short. dis-

tance into a recess 25 in the arm 17 so that
water may not find its way through the cap.
'A central disk 26 is secured beneath the un-
der side of the lid and is provided with a per-
foration 27 disposed concentrically with the
sleeve or })roj ection in the same and a screw 28
extends through the said disk into the arm 17,
a spring 29 being disposed around the screw
between the lid and the arm for yieldingly
pressing the lid away from the arm whereby
the lid will be at all times when the cap is in
closed position resiliently held on its seat.
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The upper portion of the body 13 is pref- -

erably provided with a recess 30 to accommo-
date the lid 23 and a gasket 81 may be dis-

posed in said recess to seal the joint. Alsoto ¥

form a broader seat an internal flange 32 is
also provided. A gasket 33 is placed hetween
the neck 11 and the cap 183.

In order that observation of the device will
readily disclose whether or not the cap is
locked in position, we provide a spring 34
which extends around the pivot between the
sections of the hinge and maintains the cap
elevated out of locked position and which is
held under compression when the device is
locked. :

It will be readily apparent that we have
provided a cap for the gas tank of an automo-
bile that may be readily applied or removed,
which when locked will prevent the theft of
the cap or gasoline from the tank and which
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will exclude water or the like from the tank '

but will afford the necessary ventilation.
It will be obvious to those skilled in the art

that various changes may be made in our de-.

vice without departing from the spirit of the
invention and we, therefore, do not limit our-
selves to what is shown in the-drawings and
described in the specification, but only as set
forth in the appended claims. '
Having thus fully described our said inven-
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tion, what we claim as new and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent, is:

1. A cap for a gas tank comprising a hol-
low body, an arm pivoted to said body and ex-
tending across the same, a depressioh beneath
the free end of said arm, a locking bolt carried
by said arm for engagement with said depres-
sion, a set screw extending through said body
and having its head located in said depression

-whereby the locking bolt will conceal said

head, and & lid for said body resiliently car-
ried by said arm, substantially as set forth,
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9. A cap for the gas tank of an automobile so that access may not be had to the set serew
comprising a sleeve having means at one end when the locking bolt is in the depression,
for attachment to the gas tank, a 1id pivoted substantially as set forth. A
on the other end of the slecve for closing the In witness whereof, we have hereunto set 18

& same and having a member extending across ourhands at Ashland, Kentucky, thiseleventh
the slecve, a locking bolt carried by said mem- day of February, A. D. nincteen hundred and
ber, a depression in the sleeve for the recep- twenty-eight.
tion of the locking bolt whereby the lid may
be held in position, and a set screw extending HOMER E. TATE.

10 from said depression through the said sleeve JAMES E. KING.
for locking the sleeve in position on the tank HERBERT BARBER.



