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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roperr I'. Brair, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
ligonier, in the county of Westmoreland
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Combina-
tion Step-Ladders, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
step ladders and particularly to a combined
step ladder, stair rod, and extension ladder.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a ladder with an adjustable sup-
port, the said support having both its leg
members formed with a plurality of de-
pressions or pockets, which are arranged

for the reception of a swinging bail se-g4

cured to the ladder proper, and whereby the
support may be adjusted at any desired po-
sition in relation to the ladder.

With the above objects in view, and
others which will appear as the nature of
the invention progresses, the improvement
resides in the novel construction and com-
bination of parts hereinafter fully described
and claimed.

In the drawings accompanying this speci-
fication, there has been illustrated a simple
and approved ladder constructed in accord-
ance with the present invention, it being
understood, however, that the showing of
the drawings is merely illustrative and that
minor changes, as to form, proportion, ma-
terial, etc., which fall within the scope of
the appended claim, may be made, if de-
sired.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the ladder constructed in ac-
cordance with the present invention. Fig. 2
is a side elevation of the same showing the
support in an adjusted position to accom-
modate the ladder to an elevation, such as
a step or the like. Fig. 8 is a similar view
illustrating the support swung and sus-
tained upon the ladder. Fig. 4 is a detail
sectional view showing the manner of con-
necting the shelf to the ladder.

In the drawings, the numeral 1 desig-
nates the ladder proper. This ladder is
constructed in the usual form and comprises
a pair of spaced legs which are connected
with the usual steps 2. The upper portion
of the ladder is preferably provided with a
metallic casting designated by the numeral
3, the said casting having one of its faces
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incut to form the shoulder 4. It is to be
understood that one of the said castings 3
1s provided upon each of the leg members of
the ladder, and each of the said castings is
formed with a longitudinally extending de-
pression which is adapted to receive the top
step 5 of the ladder, each of the said castings
3 1s provided with an opening 6, and the
satd openings ave adapted to receive the in-
bent ends 7 of a substantially U-shaped
bail 8.

The nwneral 9 designates the support or
prop of the ladder. This support comprises
a pair of spaced legs, the same being con-
nected together through the medium of a
plurality of rungs 10, and each of the leg
members of the supports are provided with
a plurality of depressions or pockets 11
within which is received the substantially
U-shaped bail 8. These pockets are ar-
ranged diametrically opposite each other, and
the said pockets are preferably reinforced
through the medium of metallic members
12. The upper extremity of the leg mem-
bers of the prop or support are beveled as
at 14 to snugly engage with the substan-
tially vertical rear edges 15 of the castings
8, while the upper portions 16 of the leg
members of the support normally contact
with the ledge or projections 4 of the said
castings 3.

The supporting shelf, which is designated
by the numeral 17 is pivotally connected
with the leg members of the ladder proper,
and the said shelf is sustained in a proper
adjusted position, or in a position parallel
with the top step 5, through the medium
of a pair of pivoted links 18 and 19. These
links are conmnected together by a rule or
carringe joint so that when the shelf is
arranged parallel with the top shelf the
member 17 will be effectively supported, and
whereby the said member 17 may be swung
to a desired position upon the ladder when
the said member is not to be used.

From the above description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
it will be noted that the supporting member
9 may be readily adjusted and sustained in
said adjusted position upon the rear of the
ladder if desired, and that it will be also
apparent that the said support may be
swung to the face of the ladder and effec-
tively sustained thereon through the medium
of the bail 8.
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Having thus fully described the said in-
vention, what I claim is:—

A step ladder comprising parallel legs
and connecting steps, the upper extremity
of each leg provided with a metallic casing
having a rearwardly extending portion and
provided on its upper inner edge with a
depression or seat for the reception of one
end of a top step, said metallic casings be-
ing further provided with horizontally
alined openings, a second ladder compris-
ing parallel legs and connecting rungs, said

legs being equally spaced with respect to |
the legs of the first ladder and having their |

upper extremities beveled on the forward

side thereof so that said extremities will fit |

snugly against the shoulder provided on the
rear side of the metallic casings on the first
ladder, the rear edges of said second ladder
being provided with a plurality of spaced
metal reinforced depressions or pockets, each
of said pockets on one leg being directly
opposite a pocket on the other leg, and a
substantially U-shaped bail having its ends

inbent so as to be received by and rotatably
mounted in the openings provided in the
metal casings on the first mentioned ladder, |
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said bail adapted to engage with the upper
pair of pockets in the second ladder so as
to hold the upper extremities of the legs
thereof in position against the metallic cas-
ings on the first ladder, said second ladder
also adapted to be placed in inverted posi-
tion with its front side against the fromt
side of the first ladder so as to form an ex-
tension thereto, the said bail adapted to be
swung over the top of the first ladder so as

| to bring it into a position wherein it can en-

gage with a pair of pockets in the second
Iadder and support the same, and said sec-
ond ladder further adapted to be placed
against the rear side of the top of the first
ladder so that its upper extremity projects
above the top step of the first ladder and
being held in its position by the bail which
engages with a pair of pockets in the second
Iadder.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT F. BLAIR.
‘Witnesses:

W. E. Grures,
I. M. GraBAM.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the - Commissioner of Patents
Washington, D, C.”




