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The present invention relates to carriers for books and
small articles and is particularly directed to the provision
of ‘means to be used by students for the transportation
of books, writing materials and other small articles be-
tween home and school. Its primary object is to provide
a carrying means- by which the transportation of such
books and other materials may be accomplished with
greater safety and convenience to the boy or girl and
protection of the books from rain or snow than devices
of this general character which have heretofore been
devised and used.

It will be appreciated by all who are familiar with
the problems attending the transportation of ‘books,
school lunches, writing materials and other small objects
between the school and home that the loads to be carried
vary widely in size, shape and character, and that a carry-
ing means should have adaptability to house safely the
various different  objects which are to be transported.
The desirability of providing effective means for trans-
ferring the weight of the load to be carried to the person
doing the carrying have long been appreciated, but little
has. been done to provide the person who must bear the
load with means capable of wide adjustment in order to
minimize the strain of performing the carrying or trans-
portation operation.

The present invention is designed to provide the person
who must transport from place to place loads which vary
in weight, size and shape with means to transfer the
weight to be carried to those portions of the body which
are able to support that.weight with the least fatigue and
inconvenience. Where the load to be carried is light, a
simple supporting means to be grasped by the hand is
desirable and available. When the load is heavier the con-
tainer-supporting means may be adjusted ‘so- that the
person who is carrying it may transfer its weight to either
shoulder. Where the nature of the load to be carried in-
dicates that it can be most conveniently carried upon the
persons back, the carrying means may be again adjusted
so that the container can be positioned against the back
and the load supported from both shoulders. The con-
tainer may likewise ‘be freely suspended from a single
carrying element loosely placed upon one shoulder. In
other words, the invention contemplates the use of a con-
tainer-suspending means which may be readily adjusted
at the option of the user to transfer the weight of the
load to the body in that fashion which is most suitable
to the bearer.

In the accompanying drawings, one embodiment of the
invention is disclosed and will be described in detail.
Other embodiments or modifications are contéemplated.

FIGURE 1 illustrates, in outline, the figure of a student
with the container resting against his or her back, the
supporting strap being held in the manner shown, pass-
ing from the container over the bearer’s shoulder and
being grasped by one hand;

FIGURE 2 is a generally similar view in which the
container rests against the back of the carrier and is
shown to be supported by means including two support-
ing straps arranged as loops, the weight of the container
and contents being transferred to both shoulders;

FIGURE 3 illustrates the supporting means adjusted
for hand-carrying of the container;

FIGURE 4 illustrates the manner in which the sup-
porting means may be adjusted in order to transfer the

10

2

weight of the container to either shoulder of the carrier;

FIGURE 5 is a side elevation of the container, partly
broken away, and the two supporting straps, one strap
being shown in position to function as a load-carrying
strap and the other being disposed within the container
and in inoperative position;

FIGURE 6 is a generally similar view but showing
both supporting straps arranged in functioning position;

FIGURE 7 is an end view of the container, partly
broken away, showing a separable fastener attached to

- a supporting strap and a container fixture the terminal
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end of which constitutes the part to which the separable
fastener is detachably secured; and

FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of a generally U-
shaped, substantially rigid member which comprises a
portion of the contairer.

The container is generally indicated at 10 and may be
of any desired size and shape, preferably, however having
a greater length than width and sufficiently high to receive
school books and like objects of substantial size, the con-
tainer being sufficiently self-supporting to retain-its shape
when in use under load. A cover flap 11 may be raised
to permit the introduction and removal of articles, but
it will be understood that the shape and details of con-
struction of the container may be varied widely to - suit
individual needs and conveniences.

I prefer to utilize a container which is generally rec-
tangular in vertical and transverse section, as shown,
formed of sheet plastic material, leather or stiffened
fabric and to utilize the generally U-shaped member 12
as a reinforcing or shape-retaining member, the wider
bottom portion 12! of which is within and forms the
upper portion of the two-ply container bottom and the
parallel upwardly extending arms 122 of which are of
reduced width comprise stiffening members for the con-

" tainer ends being disposed, for the major portion of the
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length of each, within the container and against its end
wall, but terminating in an outwardly offset portion 123
without the container, the container end walls being
slotted to permit the passage of arms 122 therethrough,
as shown. The upper ends of arms 122 are enlarged and
provided with apertures 12¢ sufficiently wide to permit the
free passage. of the supporting straps and the terminal
portions 125 comprise means to which the end of a sup-
porting strap may be detachably secured or which may
serve as an anchor or retainer for the mid-portion of a
supporting strap, in-a manner to be described. Preferably
the wider mid-portion of member 12 and the underlying
portion of the container wall are secured together by
rivets 14, the exposed rounded lower ends of which com-
prise elements which engage any support upon which the
container may be placed and which thus minimize wear
of the bottom fabric. The material of which member 12
is fabricated is of such character, whether of metal or
molded plastic, that this member will retain its shape and
will be able to withstand without failure the impact of
books or other articles placed in the container.

The carrying means include two elongated and rela-
tively narrow strap members 15 and 16, respectively, of
approximately the same length. In the form of invention
selected for illustration by way of example, each strap
has one end permanently secured to one end of the con-
tainer by rivets 17, this end of each strap being positioned
intermediately adjacent outwardly offset upper end
portion 123 of member 12 and the container end wall so
that rivets 17 securely anchor it in place. The other end
of each strap is provided with means for detachably
securing it to the opposite end of the container. This
means may comprise a. fastener comprising a hook 20
with spring retainer 21. It will be appreciated, however,
that, within the intent of the invention, each strap may
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have both of its ends detachably secured to the container
10 and also that separable fasteners of various kinds may
be employed.

In FIGURE 5 of the drawings, the strap 15 is shown
to have one end 15! permanently connected to an end
of the container, to have been passed through the aperture
formed in the upper end of portion 123 of member 12
and to have been doubled back upon itself with its end
15% secured to member 123 by the separable fastener
means described. The second strap is housed within the
container, not being needed with strap 15 disposed as
shown and when the load carried by the container is rela-
tively light. The manner in which the container may be
carried with this arrangement of supporting straps is
shown in FIGURE 3 of the drawings. The arrangement
may be such, however, that the second strap 16 may also
be employed as a supporting strap so that the carrying
means thus provided will include, at the point where
grasped, four strap portions. Each strap may be provided
with means whereby its length may be varied. As shown
in FIGURE 6 each strap may be formed in two portions
connected by any suitable means 22 which permits it to
be extended or shortered and thereafter secured in ad-
justed condition.

With the strap disposed as shown in FIGURE 6, the
weight of the container may be transferred to either
shoulder of the person bearing the load, the strap cross-
ing the body diagonally to that shoulder remote from the
container when this is desired, as shown in FIGURE 4.

Alternatively, the strap may be arranged as shown in
FIGURE 2 and this is a particularly effective arrangement
when the load to be carried is of substantial weight as
both shoulders of the wearer are equally loaded. The
adaptability of the container-carrying means is further
indicated in FIGURE 1 of the drawings, the container
being suspended by a single strap which may have been
extended if necessary, which passes over the shoulder
of the wearer and is grasped at its mid-point, the con-
tainer resting against the bearer’s back.

As previously stated, the details of construction of the
container may be varied widely, but it is preferred that
the container be substantially shape-retaining regardless
of the weight of the load which is placed in the container.
The details of construction of the separable fastening
means employed may, as previously explained be modi-
fied substantially, if desired. Other modified forms of the
invention may be adopted to suit certain circumstances.

What I claim is:

1. Means for the convenient and safe transportation
by bearer of books and small articles comprising a con-
tainer and two carrying straps,

a first single means fixed to said container for attach-
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ing both ends of one strap to the container at one
load-bearing point, at least one of the ends being
releasably secured to said first means,

a second single means fixed to said container for attach-
ing both ends of the second strap to the container
at a load-bearing point spaced from said first means,
whereby the straps form two spaced shoulder-engag-
ing loops by which the weight of the container may
be transferred to both shoulders of the wearer,

said second means including means formed to receive
said one strap at a point intermediate its ends at
least equal to the distance between said first and
second means, thereby forming a carrying handle as
an alternate to utilizing both straps as shoulder-
engaging loops.

2. The means for the convenient and safe transporta-
tion of books and small articles by bearer as claimed in
claim 1 in which at least one of the ends of said second
strap is releasably secured to said second attaching means
and said first means is formed to receive said second
strap at a point intermediate its ends at least equal to
the distance between said first and second means, thereby
forming a second carrying handle for use conjointly with
said carrying handle formed from said first strap as an
alternate to utilizing both straps as shoulder-engaging
loops.

3. The means for the convenient and safe transporta-
tion of books and small articles by bearer as claimed in
claim 1 in which a member extends from said first attach-
ing means to said second attaching means, a portion of
said member constituting a reinforcement for the bottom
of said container.

4. The means for the convenient and safe transporta-
tion of books and small articles by bearer as claimed in
claim 1 wherein at least one of said straps is provided
with adjustment means whereby its length may be
changed.
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