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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PHINEAS M. SPARKS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Zanes-
ville, in the county of Wells and State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Stock-Fences; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a perspective view; and Fig. 2, a
transverse section thereof, showing a modifi-
cation of my invention. :

In the drawings, @ ¢ represent the main
posts.

O b are the main rails.

ccarethecanting stakes, which cross above
the main rails. .

d d are the top rails, which rest upon and
between the cross-stakes ¢ c. _

¢ e are a series of wires, which secure and
hold each pair of main posts a.

Jf are a series of wires, which hold and se-
cure the top rails d and the cross-stakes c.

In practice I set the postsa far enough apart
to permit the rails b to lay in the space be-
tween them, the ends of the adjacent rails 1y-
ing upon one another.

¢ is a piece placed at the foot of each pair
of posts a to prevent the lower rails b coming
in contact with the ground and rotting. The
stakes ¢ ¢ are placed, preferably, about one
foot in the ground, and their upper portions
bear firmly against the posts @ upon either
side thereof and hold and support the main
posts and rails in a very secure manner by
being tied by the wire loops f above the top
rails d.

This fence will effectually keep out pigs and
all small farm-animals, while at the same time

it is strong enoungh to withstand the assaults
of cattle and tall enough to prevent its being
jumped by horses. Iemploy a series of eross-
pieces h below the posts a, and hinge the bot-
tom ends thereof tosaid cross-pieces by hinges
%2, which allow the posts to swing outwardly
toward or upon the ground. By this meansI
am enabled to take out one or more panels
for the purpose of providing atemporary open-
ing through the inclosure for any purpose,
such as driving stock, wagons, or hauling ma-
terial therethrough, after which the fence may
be expeditiously restored. The posts may be
arranged to swing longitudinally, or in line
with the fence, together or in opposite direc-
tions for the same purpose. Each pair of
posts ¢ are hinged at their bottoms, as shown
in the drawings, so that they may, when de-
sired, be swung in opposite direetions thereon
inthelineof thetrend of the fence.. Theposts
are each arranged toswing away from the ad-
jacent inclined braces, so that it is not neces-
sary to remove them or the riders supported
thereby. The wires or fastenings of the posts

‘are untwisted or clipped for this purpose, and

the main rails b may be pulled out.

I claim—

Inafence,the combination of the main rails,
the inclined braces, the top rails or riders, a
cross-piece at the foot of the posts, braces, and
rails, and a series of double posts hinged at
their feet, said hinges being oppositeiy ar-
ranged upon each pair of posts, whereby the
latter are swung downwardly in opposite di-
rections alongside of and in line with the
trend of the fence.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

PHINEAS M. SPARKS.

Witnesses: .
L. F. WILSON,
G. A. MoRrTOxX,
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